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REPORTS ON TRADE. 



EXTRACT from the Inspector General's Despatch No. 133, ' 
to the TsuNG-LE Yamen. 



1^ ♦♦♦♦♦*♦* 

2. — When first appointed in 1861 to officiate conjointly with Mr. Fitz-Roy as Inspector General, 
only three offices ot' Customs had been placed under the supervision of Commissioners; since that time 
Commissioners have been appointed to all the Treaty Ports, with the exception of Keung-chow and Nanking, 
and, in connexion with the Inspectorate, there are now fourteen establishments, in each of which the 
transaction of business becomes easier daily. 

3. — As Commissioners and Clerks, some ninety individuals are now in the service, and, as Tide- 
surveyors and Tide-waiters, about three hundred; among these are to be found Englishmen, Frenchmen, 
Americans, Germans, Danes, Belgians, Spaniards, and Portuguese, and, in the appointments that are made, 
it is to the character of the man, and his qualifications for the post, rather than to his nationality, that 
attention is paid. There are also nearly a thousand Chinese employed in various capacities, as linguists, 
accountants, copyists, examiners, watchers and boatmen. Of the Foreigners, there are some fifty who are 
more or less acquainted with Chinese, both written and spoken; and amongst the Chinese, there are more 
than fifty who have a fair knowledge of English. 

4. — In 1861, I presented to the YamSn a Memorandum, subsequently embodied in a Memorial to 
the Throne, in which were given, in round numbers, estimates of the amounts likely to be collected, at the 
several ports, as Revenue on Foreign trade. In accordance with the instructions thereon issued, quarterly 
reports have since then been regularly forwarded to the Yamdn and the Board of Revenue. I now enclose, 
for the information of the YamSn, comparative tables, so drawn up as to exhibit the amounts that have 
been collected, and the fluctuations in the revenue, during the five years that have gone by. These tables 
comprise the quarters 1 to 19, — t.^., the periods commencing on the 1st October, 1860, and ending the 30th 
June, 1865. 

5, ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ # « 

6. ♦♦♦#♦♦ 

rj ♦♦♦#,♦# 

8. ♦♦♦♦#♦ 

9. — As regards Import Duties^ it was during the Second Year (ending 30th June, 1862,) that the 
largest collection took place. Exclusive of duties on Opium, the amount collected during that year was 
about Two Millions of Taels. During the Fifth Year ( ending 30th June, 1865, ) the collection was only Taels 
880,00.0. Amongst the causes to which so very perceptible a falling off is to be attributed, attention is to 
be directed to the American troubles, which, by withdrawing from British Manufacturers the usual supply 
of Cotton, have, in consequence, exercised a prejudicial influence on the Revenues of China. Those troubles 
are, however, now over, and China herself gains in tranquillity every day ; an increase in the Import Duties 
may accordingly be confidently expected. Shanghai has always been the largest collector. 



(6) 

10. — As regards Ojnnm, the Revenue accruing therefrom has increased yearly. Tlie collection for the 
Fifth Year amounted to almost Taels 1,700,000. In the event of the suggestions, that have been made in 

respect of , being acted upon, the Opium revenue will probably exceed Two Millions of Taels a year* 

Shanghai is the largest collector. 

11. — As regards Export Duties^ the largest collection occiuTed during the Fourth Year (ending 30th 
June, 1864, ) when the amount collected was Taels 4,650,000. During the Fifth Year, the collection was 
Taels 4,420,000. The aimual collections for the future are more likely to exceed, than to fall short of, these 
sums. Foochow and Hankow have been the largest collectors. 

• 12. — As regards Tonnage Dues, the Fourth Year yielded the largest amount; during it, the 
collection was Taels 301,000. During the Fifth Year, the amount collected was Taels 284,000. The annual, 
collections are not likely to fall short of these sums in future. Shanghai is the largest collector. 

13. — The Coast Trad^ DHiy\\Q& increased yearly; dimng the Fifth Year, the collection amounted 
to about Half a Million of Taels, and, in future, it may be expected to continue to increase. Shangliai is. 
the largest collector. 

14. — As regards Revenue accruing on Native Craft coming under the supcn'ision of the Commis- 
sioners, I need merely say that, during the Fifth Year, the collection was only Taels 22,000. Should,^ 
however, the revenue to be collected jfrom ships of Foreign build, owned by Native Merchants, come to be 
repoited under this heading, a very marked increase may be looked for annually. 

15. — K the largest collections that have taken place under each heading, diu-ing any of the five 
years referred to, were placed together, and regarded as representing the amount at which the annual revenue 
accruing from Foreign Trade may be estimated, the result would give a total of more than Nine Millions of 
Taels per Annum. 

16. — The Import Duties, Opium included, durii^ the period in question, amounted to about Twelve 
Millions, and the Kiport Duties to about Eighteen Millions of Taels. These amounts may be luoked upon 
as representing Five per Cent of the value of the Merchandise imported and exported ; the Imports therefore 
may be said to have been of the value of Two-hundred^nd-Jorty Millions ( £ 80,000,000 Sterling ), and the 
Exports of the value of Three-hundred-ayid-dxty Millions (£ 120,000,000 Sterling) of Tads, The balance 
of trade has thus been in favour of China, her Exports having exceeded her Imports in value by about 
One-hundred-and-ttuenty Miliums of Taels ( £ 40,000,000 Sterling ). The Revenue of all kinds accruing to 
the Chinese Government on Foreign Trade at the Treaty Ports has, for the same period, amoimted in all to 
about Taels 32,650,000. Foreign Merehants come to China to trade, because it pays them to do so; the 
figures just given will make it patent to any one, that the Chinese, — Merehants, People, and Government, — 
are not without their share in the advantages springing from commercial intercourse. 

27 ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

18.— ♦ ♦ * ♦ * " 



ROBERT HART, 

Ivspector Geverrd of Customs. 
Peeing, 24^ January ^ 1866. 



CHINESE IMPERIAL MARITIME CUSTOMS. 



1st OCTOBER, 1860, to 30th JUNE, 1865. 



STATEMENT I. 

Showing the Revenue Collected, under each Heading, at each Port, during each Year. 



FIRST YEAR. 

1ST OCTOBER, i860,— 1ST, 2KD, AND 3RD QUARTER§^-„ TO 30TH JUNE, 1861. 
HIEN-FUNG, lOTH Year, 8th Moon, 27TH Dat, to iith Year, 5th Moon, 23 rd Day. 



Port. 


Import. 


Opiol 


Export. 


Tonnage. 


Coast Trade. 


Native. 


Total. 


Shanghai 


Ih m.c.c. 

335,504.71.1 
285,813.2.6.3 

55,553.5-4-4 
24,967.4.8.4 


7h m.c.c. 
211,649.5.5.0 

Included in Import. 
„ 
„ 


Th m.c.c. 

557,037.9.6.0 

720,116.1.4.3 

68,802.1.4.8 

112,908.6.2.5 


1h m.c.c. 

52,062.0.5.2 

38,790.9.0.2 

5,003.4.9.8 

1,146.3.0.0 


7h m.c.c. 
NU. 

„ 


fh m.c.c. 
13,871.8.7.8 
28,182.5.0.5 
14,111.1.7.2 

6,241,7.9.9 


Til m.c.c. 

1,170,126.1.5.1 

1,072,902.8.1.3 

143,470.3.6.2 

145,264.2.0.8 


Canton, 


SWATOW, 


NiVGPO. 


Total, 


701,839.0.0.2 


2ii,649.5.5o 


1,458,864.8.7.6 


97,002.7.5.2 


Nil 


62,407.3.5.4 


2,531,763.5.3.4 



N.B. — Shanghai Office established, 1854- 

Canton „ „ October, 1859. 

Swatow „ „ January, i860. 

Ningpo „ „ May, 1861. 



SECOND YEAR. 

1ST JULY, 1861,— 4TH, 5TH, 6th, and 7TH QUARTERS,— to 30TH JUNE, 1862. 
HIEN-FUNG, iiTH Year, 5th Moon, 24TH Day, to TUNG-CHE, ist Year, 6th Moon, 4th Day. 



Port. 


Import. 


Opium. 


Export. 


Tonnage. 


Coast Trade. 


Native. 


Total. 


Shanghai, 


Th m.c.c 

1,563,089.8.8.1 

184,633.6.9.6 

121,819.2.4.1 

32,075.1.2.6 

15,785.3.0.6 

127,955.5.7.2 

258,992.9.5.1 

43,055.2.5.9 

2,347,407.0.3.2 


Til m.c.c. 

593,773.7.6.8 

91,578.4.3.1 

Included in Import 

„ 

NU. 

IndndMd in Import 


Til m.c.c. 

856,787.5.6.8 

797,870.7.2.6 

81,019.6.5.8 

204,929.9.1.5 

1,556.5.3.0 

19,166.9.0.5 

1,139,908.8.4.6 

I7.8o'».A.7-1 


Til m.cc. 
85,907.2.5.9 
31,426.9.0.0 

7,121.6.0.0 

5,147.6.0.0 
Nil. 

5,426.6.0.0 
14,309.2.0.0 


Til m.c.c. 

183,132.1.8.2 

13,330.1.0.2 

13,122.3.0.1 

2,334.5.6.8 

1,155.2.1.7 
11,658.5.0.6 
34,254.0.1.7 


Til m.c.c. 
13,553.1.3.2 
33,862.7.0.3 
Not Reported. 


Til m.cx, 

3,296,243.7.9.0 

1,152,702.5.5.8 

223,082,8.0.0 

263,862.5.2.0 

18,497.0.5.3 
164,207.5.8.3 

1,447,465.0.1.4 
69,856.1.0.8 


Canton, 


Swatow, 


Ningpo, 


Chinkiano 


Tientsin, 


Foocnow, 


Ajiji, 






Total, 


685,352.1.9.9 3,119,042.5.8.1 


1 53,076.4.5.9 264,248.o.a9 


66,791.14.61 6,635,917.4.2.01 



A'. J3.— Chinkiang Office established, Apiil, 1861. 

Tientsin „ „ May, 1861. 

Foochow „ „ July, 1861. 

Amoy „ „ April J 1862. 
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THIBD YEAB. 

1ST JULY, 1862,— 8th, 9TH, lOTH, AND iiTH QUABTERS,— TO 30TH JUNE, 1863. 
TUNG-CHE, IBT Ybar, 6th Moon, 5th Dat, to 2in) Year, sth Moon, 15TH Dat. 



Port. 


Import. 


Opium. 


Export. 


TONNAQK. 


Coast Trade. 


Native. 


Total. 


Shanghai 


7h m.c.c. 

1,319,734.1.4.0 

136,041.1.6.5 

23,885.6.6.0 

35,450.3.4.9 

5,942.4.4.7 

18,736.3.1.0 

49,939.4.5.7 

66,548.5.8.0 

160.2.3.3 

1,858.4.6.0 

6,504.1.2.8 


Ih m.c.c. 

718,912.8.0.8 

151,848.5.4.0 

123,195.6.0.0 

8,233.2.0.0 

390.0.0.0 

41,778.0.5.7 

215,668.0.3.4 

88,661.1.6.3 

NU. 

1,270.8.0.0 
4,524.7.2.0 


7h m.c.c. 
967,241.8.6.9 

815,303.3.7.9 
136,836.3.7.0 

1 25,439.3- 1 -4 

1,595.4.2.4 

16,374.6.3.6 

1,340,105.2.7.5 

219,613.2.5.9 

229,762.4.5.7 

295,246.6.1.4 

14,726.5.2.0 


7h m.c.c. 

164,638.2.9.4 

25,989.2.0.0 

10,434.8.0.0 

13,539,4.0.0 

3,658.5.5.9 

1,063.8.0.0 

17,361.4.0.0 

18,979.8.0.0 

266.2.0.0 

3,166.5.6.1 

1,594.7.0.0 


^ m.c.c. 
♦123,139.4.5.9 
26,245.3.6.5 
28,580.2.9.2 
30,505.9.9.7 
26,035.8.3.9 
26,014.2.0.1 
37,014,2.3.3 
20,724.3.8.7 

♦ 21,625.4.9.5 

* 30,730.5.6.3 

6,037.6.3.2 


7h m.c.c. 

4,052.9.8.4. 

34,096.0.7.4 

Not Reported. 

2,442.7.5.2 

NU. 

„ 
„ 
„ 

„ 

„ 


7k m.c.c, 

3,297,719.5.5.4 

1,189,523.7.2.3 

322,932.7.2.2 

215,611.0.1.2 

37,622.2.6.9 

103,967.0.0.4 

1,660,088.3.9,9 

414,527.1.8.9 

251,814.3.8.5 

332,272.9.9.8 

33,387.7.0.0 


Cajjton 


S WATOW, 


NiNOPO 


Chinkiano 


Tientsin, 


Fotx;HOw, 

AuoT, 


Kiukianlj, 

Hankov.', 

Chefoo, 


Total, 


1,664,800.9.2.9 


1,354,482.9.2.2 


4,162,245.1.1.7 


260,692.7.1.4 


376,653.4.6.3 


40,591.8.1.0 


7,859,466.9.5.5 



N.B. — Kiukiang Office established, January, 1862.— Commenced to collect Duties, January, 1863. 

Hankow „ |, „ „ „ „ ,1 „ „ 

Chefoo „ „ March, „ 

♦ NtU Estimate; after recovery of deposits: i.e. — Shanghai, 150,000 

Kiukiang, 90,000 

Hankow, 30,000 



FOURTH YEAR. 

1ST JULY, 1863,— I2TH, 13TH, 14TH, AND 15TH QUARTERS,— TO 30TH JUNE, 1864. 
TUNG-CHE, 2ND Year, 5th Moon, i6th Day, to 3RD Year, 5th Moon, 27TH Day. 



Port. 


Import. 


Opium. 


Export. 


Tonnage. 


Coast Trade. 


Native. 


Total. 


Shanghai, 


a m.cc. 

481,548.5.9.3 

125,961.7.0.6 

22,619.7.9.4 

67454.6.3.6 

89.5.2.0 

33,712.2.4.0 

47,248.9.6.2 

70,618.5.1.3 

NU. 

3,588.4.1.5 
39,185.1.1.4 

MJ6.4.7.9 

336.6.1.0 


Til m.c.c. 

743,216.9.0.1 

64,787.1.9.6 

128,403.7.5.0 

38,049.7.7.6 

257.1.0.0 

34,649.9.6.8 

181,788,3.0.5 

.34,^8^8.3 

33.9.0.0 

14,062.7.5.5 

19,734.0.0.0 

2,688.0.0.0 

NU. 


Th m.c.c. 
585,249.8.9.9 
566,031.4.2.4 
143,277.7.0.8 
179,910.9.3.6 

2,493.3.7.7 

31,807.3.4.9 

1,242,000.1.1.7 

211,633.7.5.9 

541,523.0.0.1 

999,388.8.7.5 

1 10,204.8.2.9 

23,781.7.0.4 

5,613.6.1.4 

12,043.2.0.4 


a m.c.c 

170,167.9.5.0 

18,511.5.0.0 

11,120.9.0.0 

36,341.5.0.0 

3,192.4.6.9 

3,681.9.0.0 

16,059.2.0.0 

20,181.5.0.0 

3,273.7.0.0 

5,753.6.5.0 

11,202.8.8.7 

1,068.7.0.0 

398.3.0.0 

198.8.0.0 


Tk m.c.c. 

128,713.2.7.9 
23,382.5.8.9 

37,905.4.1.5 
41,952.2.9.7 
22,980.5.5.7 

59,534.1.4.9 
37,712.7.7.3 
27,279.2.6.7 

* 29,797.7.7.8 

♦ 41,672.1.5.7 
35,330.0.9.1 

2,108.3.9.7 

170.4.3.1 

1,350.5.3.4 


Tk m.cc. 
11,048.0.5.4 
Not ReporUd. 

''ft'-' 

„ 

1, 
„ 
„ 

„ 
„ 
„ 


7k m.cc 
2,119,944.6.7.6 

798,674.4.1.5 
343,327.5.6.7 
379,063.8.1.7 
29,013.0.2.3 
163,385.6.0.6 

1,524,809.3.5.7 
464,703.0.2.1 
574,594.4.7.9 

1,050,436.9.9.7 

209,985.6.7.6 

48,009.2.8.0 

8,870.3.4.5 
13,929.1.4.8 


Canton, 


Swatow, 


NiNQPO, 


Cbinkiano, 


Tientsin, 


FOOCHOW, 


Amoy, 


Kiukiang, 


Hankow, 


Chefoo, 


Tamsuy, 


Takow, 


Newchwang, 


Total, 


893,680.5.8.2 


1,362,661.6.3.3 


4,654,959.7.9.6 


301,152.9.5.6 


489,889.7.1.4 


26,402.7.2.6 


7,728,747.4.0.7 



.^•-B.— Tamsui Office established, September, 1863. 

Takow „ March, 1864. 

Newchwang „ April, „ 

♦ Nett Estimate; after recovery of deposits: t.«.,— Kiukiang, 145,000. 

Hankow, 40,000. 



(9) 
riFTH TEAR. 

18T JULY, 1864,— i6th, 17TH, i8th, and iqth QUAETEES,— to 30TH JUNE, 1865. 
TUNG-CHE, 311D Year, 5th Moon, 28th Dat, to 4TH Ykar, 5th ( Ibtebcalart ) Moon, 8th Day. 



POBT. 


Import. 


Opium. 


Export. 


TONKAOB. 


Coast Tradb. 


Nativk. 


Total. 


Cakton, 


Th m.c.c. 

115,723.6.3.6 

21,125.4.0.2 

87,025.6.4.4 
2,332.6.9.9 
1,784,8.9.4 

49,018.8.44 

36,506.4.9.6 

474,258.3.7.2 

32.0.0.0 

153.0.0.0 

7,024.6.9.5 

37,656.0.1.4 

40,793.1.5.4 
6,863.1.1.1 


7h m.c.c. 

78,310.3.3.2 

127,446.0.0.0 

153,007.1.7.1 

32,448.0.0.0 

27,978.6.0.0 

203,355.3.4.9 

40,466.7.8.5 

808,250.0.2.0 

2,406.0.0.0 

Nil 

61,306.7.5.5 

128,665.6.0.0 

28,710.8.0.0 


Th m.c.c. 

466,430.6.6.1 

132,673.8.3.8 

193,351.2.1.2 

39,090.8.6.8 

20,234.7.5.5 

1,242,394.2.5.4 

221,093.3.4.1 

489,463.6.0.5 

2,618.8.9.0 

497,801.1.0.6 

847,429.4.1.5 

105,051.7.9.2 

51,231.2.8.3 

116,113.0.5.1 


Its. m.c.c. 
20,527.7.0.0 
19,083.1.0.0 

26,09o.6.ao 

2,167.8.0.0 

785.6.0.0 

21,386.9.0.0 

21,731.4.0.0 

140,156.6.0.0 

2,988.8.0.0 

2,319.9.0.0 

3,524.1.0.0 

12,682.6.0.0 
3,952.5.0.0 
6,955.7.0.0 


Tb. m.c.c. 

20,823,9.9.3 

37,076.6.0.9 

29,608.6.9.2 

4,346.8.0.8 

2,111.4.6.8 

41,983.9.0.4 

40,433.5.9.6 

142,620.4.4.2 

15,305.6.6.4 

♦30,259-5.5.3 
♦46,655.0.1.1 

24,358.8.8.5 

55,902.9.5.4 

7,682.2.9.3 


Jh m.c.c. 
Not Reported. 

Nil. 

14,971.1.7.3 
7,464.8.2.7 
Nil 


fh m.c.c. 

701,816.3.2.2 

337,404.94.9 

489,083.3.1.9 

80,386.1.7.5 

52,895.3.1.7 

1,558,139.2.5.1 

375,202.7.9.1 

2,062,213.8.6.6 

23,351.3.54 

53o,533-5-5.9 

904,634.1.2.1 

241,056,0.4.6 

280,545.4.9.1 
166,324.9.5.5 


SWATOW, 


Amoy. 


Takow, 


Tamsttt,- 


FOOCHOW, 


NiNOPO, 


Shanghai, 


Ohinkiang,.... 


KlXTKIANG, 


Hankow, 


Chefoo, 


Tientsin, 


Nkwchwang, 


Total, 


880,297.9.6.1 


1,692,351.4.1.2 


4,424,978.0.7.1 


284,353.3.0.0 


499,170.7.7.2 


22,436.0.0.0 


7,803,587.5.1.6 



NeU Estimate after recovery of DepoviU: i.e.,-— Kiukiang, 30,000 

Hankow, 45>ooo 
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STATEMENT II. 

Showing the Revenue of each Port from Year to Year 



Port. 


Ybar. 


Import. 


Opium. 


Export. 


Tonnage. 


Coast Trade. 


Native. 


Total. 


Shanghai, 

Canton 


1861 
'62 
'63 
'64 
'65 


7h m.c.c. 

335,504.7-i-i 
1,563,089.8.8.1 

1,319,734.1.4.0 
481,548.5.9.3 
474,258.3.7.2 


Tfi m.c.c. 
211,649.5.5.0 
593»773.7.6.8 
718,912.8.0.8 
743,216.9.0.1 
808,250.0.2.0 


7h m.c.c. 
557,037.9-6.0 
856,787.5.6.8 
967,241.8.6.9 
585,249.8.9.9 
489,463.6.0.5 


7h m.c.c. 

52,062.0.5.2 

85,907.2.5.9 

164,638.2.9.4 

170,167.9.5.0 

140,156.6.0.0 


7h m.c.c. 
Nil. 
183,132.1.8.2 
♦123,139.4.5.9 

128,713.2.7.9 
142,620.4.4.2 


7h m.e.e, 
13,871.8.7.8 
13,553.1.3.2 

4,052.9.8.4 
11,048.0.5.4 

7,464.8.2.7 


fk m.e.e. 

1,170^126.1.5.1 
3,296,243.7.9.0 

3,297,719.5-5-4 
2,119,944.6.7.6 
2,062,213.8.6.6 


1861 

'62 
•63 
'64 
•6s 


285,813.2.6.3 
184,633.6.9.6 
136,041.1.6.5 
125,961.7.0.6 
115,723.6.3.6 


hichuicil in Import. 

91,578.4.3.1 

151,848.5.4.0 

64,787.1.9.6 

78,310.3.3.2 


720,116.1.4.3 
797,870.7.2.6 

815,303.3.7.9 
566,031.4.2.4 
466,430.6.6.1 


38,790.9.0.2 
31,426.9.0.0 
25,989.2.0.0 
18,511.5.0.0 
20,527.7.0.0 


Nil. 
13,330.1.0.2 

26,245.3.6.5 
23,382.5.8.9 
20,823.9.9.3 


28,182.5.0.5 

33,862.7.0.3 

34,096.0.7.4 

Not Reported 

99 


1,072,902.8.1.3 

1,152,702.5.5.8 

1,189,523.7.2.3 

798,674.4.1.5 

701,816.3.2.2 


SWATOW, 


1861 
'62 

'63 
'64 

'65 


55'553.5.4.4 
121,819.2.4.1 
23,885.6.6.0 
22,619.7.9.4 
21,125.4.0.2 


hiclnd d in ImjHjrt. 

123,195.6.0.0 
128,403.7.5.0 
127,446.0.0.0 


68,802.1.4.8 

81,019.6.5.8 

136,836.3.7.0 

143,277.7.0.8 

132,673.8.3.8 


5,003.4.9.8 

7,121.6.0.0 

10,434.8.0.0 

11,120.9.0.0 

19,083.1.0.0 

1 


Nil. 
13,122.3.0.1 
28,580.2.9.2 
37,905.4.1.5 
37,076.6.0.9 


14,111,1.7.2 
Not Reported. 

,1 


143,470.3.6.2 
223,082.8.0.0 
322,932.7.2.2 
343,327.5.6.7 
337,404.9.4.9 


Nisopo, 


18&1 
'62 

'63 
'64 
'6S 


24,967.4.8.4 
32,075.1.2.6 

35,45^.3.4.9 
67,454.6.3.6 
36,506.4.9.6 


Nil. 

8,233.2.0.0 
38,049.7.7.6 
40,466.7.8.5 


112,908.6.2.5 
204,929.9.1.5 

i25,439-3-^-4 
179,910.9.3.6 
221,093.3.4.1 


1,146.3,0.0 

5,147.6.0.0 

13,539-4.0.0 

36,341.5.0.0 

21,731.4.0.0 


Nil. 

2,334.5.6.8 
30,505.9.9.7 
41,952.2.9.7 
40,433.5.9.6 


6,241.7.9.9 

19,375.3.1.1 

2,442.7.5.2 

15,354.6.7.2 

14,971.1.7.3 


145,264.2.0.8 
263,862.5.2.0 
215,611.0.1.2 
379,063.8.1.7 
375,202.7.9.1 


Chinkiako, 

TIBST8IN, 

FOOCHOW, 

Amot, 

ElimiANO, 

Hankow, 

Chkfoo, 


1862 
'63 
■64 
'65 


15,785.3.0.6 

5,942.4.4.7 

89.5.2.0 

32.0.0.0 


Nil. 

390.0.0.0 

257.1.0.0 

2,406.0.0.0 


1,556.5.3.0 
1,595.4.2.4 

2,493.3.7.7 
2,618.8.9.0 


Nil. 

3,658.5.5.9 

. 3,192.4.6.9 

2,988.8.0.0 


1,155.2.1.7 
26,035.8.3.9 
22,980.5.5.7 
15,305.6.6.4 


Nil. 

„ 


18,497.0.5.3 
37,622.2.6.9 
29,013.0.2.3 
23.351.3.5.4 


1862 
'63 
'64 
'6S 


127,955.5.7.2 
18,736.3.1.0 
33,712.2.4.0 
40,793.1.5.4 


Incbidcd in Import. 

41,778,0.5.7 

34,649.9.6.8 

128,665.6.0.0 


19,166.9.0.5 
16,374.6.3.6 
31,807.3.4.9 
51,231.2.8.3 


5,426.6.0.0 
1,063.8.0.0 
3,681.9.0.0 
3,952.5.0.0 


11,658.5.0.6 
26,014.2.0.1 

59,534.1.4.9 
55,902.9.5.4 


Nil. 


164,207.5.8.3 
103,967.0.0.4 
i63,385.6.a6 

280,545.4.9.1 


1862 
'63 
'64 
'6S 


258,992.9.5.1 

49,939.4.5.7 
47,248.9.6.2 
49,018.8.4.4 


Indudtd in Import. 
215,668.0.3.4 
181,788.3.0.5 

203,355-3.4.9 


1,139,908.8.4.6 
1,340,105.2.7.5 
1,242,000.1.1.7 
1,242,394.2.5.4 


14,309.2.0.0 
17,361.4.0.0 
16,059.2.0.0 
21,386.9.0.0 


34,254.0.1.7 
37,014.2.3.3 
37,712.7.7.3 
41,983.9.0.4 


NU. 


1,447,465.0.1.4 
1,660,088.3.9.9 

1,524,809.3.5.7 
1,558,139-2.5.1 


1862 
•63 
'64 
'6S 


43,055.2.5.9 
66,548.5.8.0 
70,618.5.1.3 
87,025.6.4.4 


Included in Import. 
88,661.1.6.3 

i34,989.9-8.2 
153,007.1.7.1 


17,802.4.3.3 
219,613.2.5.9 

211,633.7.5.9 
193,351.2.1.2 


3,737.3.0.0 
18,979.8.0.0 
20,181.5.0.0 
26,090.6.0.0 


5,261.1.1.6 
20,724.3.8.7 
27,279.2.6.7 
29,608.6.9.2 


NU. 
I) 

M 
W 


69,856.i.a8 

414,527.1.8.9 
464,703.a2.i 

489,083.3.1.9 


1863 
'64 
'65 


160.2.3.3 
Nil 
153.0.0.0 


NU. 

99 


229,762.4.5.7 
541,523.0.0.1 
497,801.1.0.6 


266.2.0.0 
3,273.7.0.0 
2,319.9.0.0 


♦21,625.4.9.5 
* 29,797.7.7.8 
♦30,259.5.5.3 


NU. 
99 


251,814.3.8.5 
574,594.4.7.9 
530,533.5.5.9 


1863 
'64 
•6S 


1,858.4.6.0 

3,588.4.1.5 
7,024.6.9.5 


1,270.8.0.0 


295,246.6.1.4 
999,388.8.7.5 
847,429.4.1.5 


3,166.5.6.1 
5,753.6.5.0 
3,524.1.0.0 


* 30,730.5.6.3 
♦41,672.1.5.7 
♦46,655.9.1.1 


NO. 


332,272.9.9.8 

1,050436.9.9.7 

904,634.1.2.1 


1863 
•64 
'6S 


6,504.1.2.8 
39,185.1.1.4 
37,656.0.1.4 


4,524.7.2.0 
14,062.7.5.5 
61,306.7.5.5 


14,726.5.2.0 
110,204.8.2.9 
105,051.7.9.2 


1,594.7.0.0 
11,202.8.8.7 
12,682.6.0.0 


6,037.6.3.2 
35,330.0.9.1 
24,358.8.8.5 


NU. 


t 33,387.7.0.0 
1 209,985.6.7.6 
1 241,056.0.4.6 


TAMSirr, 


1864 
'6S 


1,316.4.7.9 
1,784.8.9.4 


19,734.0.0.0 
27,978.6.0.0 


23,781.7.0.4 
20,234.7.5.5 


1,068.7.0.0 
785.6.0.0 


2,108.3.9.7 
2,111.4.6.8 


Nil. 


48,009.2.8.0 
52,895.3.1.7 


Nkwchwano,... 
Tazow, 


1864 
'6S 


336.6.1.0 
6,863.1.1.1 


Nil. 
28,710.8.0.0 


12,043.2.0.4 
116,113.0.5.1 


1 98. 8.0.0 
6,955.7.0.0 


1,350.5.3.4 
7,682.2.9.3 


Nil. 

„ 


13,929.1.4.8 
166,324.9.5.5 


1864 
'65 


Nil. 
2,332.6.9.9 


2,68S.o.o.o 
32,448.0.0.0 


5,613.6.1.4 
39,090.8.6.8 


398.3.0.0 
2,167.8.0.0 


170.4.3.1 
4,346.8.0.8 


NU. 


8,870.3.4.5 
80,386.1.7.6 





♦ Neit Estimate. 



t Siamese included. 
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STATEMENT III. 

Showmg the Total Annual Collections under each Heading. 



Import, 


I ST Year, 
to 30th Juru, *6i. 


2ND Year, 
to 2oih June, '62. 


3RD Year, 
to zolh June, '63. 


4TH Year. 
to ^oth June, ^64. 


5TH Year, 
to 30th June, '65. 


Five Years' 

Total 
Collection. 


7k m.c,c. 
701,839.0.0.2 

211,649.5.5.0 

1458,864.8.7.6 

97,002.7.5.2 
Nil 

62,407.3.54 


7h m.c.c, 
♦ 2,347407.0.3.2 

685,352.1.9.9 

3,119,042.5.8.1 

153,076.4.5.9 

264,248.0.0.9 

66,791.1.4.6 


Tti m.c.c. 
1,664,800.9.2.9 

1,354,482.9.2.2 

4,162,245.1.1.7 

260,692.7.14 

376,653.4.6.3 

40,591.8.1.0 


7h m.e.c. 
893,680.5.8.2 

1,362,661.6.3.3 

4,654,9597.9-6 

301,152.9.5.6 

489,889.7.14 
26,402.7.2.6 


7h m.cx. 
880,297.9.6.1 

1,692,351.4.1.2 

4,424,978.0.7.1 

* 284,353.3.0.0 

499,170.7.7.2 

22,436.0.0.0 


Ih m.cc 
6488,025.5.0.6 

5*306497.7.1.6 

17,820,090.44.1 

1,096,278.1.8.1 

1,629,961.9.5.8 

218,629.0.3.6 


Opixtm, 


Export, 


Tonnage, 


Coast Trade. 


Native, 


Total, 


2,53i,763.53-4 


6,635,917.4.2.6 


7,859,466.9.5.5 


7,728,747.4.0.7 


7,803,587.5.1.6 


32,559482.8.3.8 





Including Opium at Swatow, Foochow, Amoy, Ningpo, and Tientsin, estimated at say Til 3^7,000. 



ROBERT HART, 

Inspector General of Customs. 



Peking, lOth Jamcary, 1866. 



HEPOKT ON THE TRADE AT THE PORT OF 

NEWCHWANG, 

FOB THE TEAR 1866. 



OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 

YING-TZU, January 31ST, 1866. 

SIR, — The port on the Sua-inuren at which Foreigners reside, in front of which Foreign vessels anchor, and 
"Which has taken the place of the Newchwang stipulated for as an open port in the British Treaty of Tientsin, is known 
{IS Ying-tzu. The province of Manchuria in winch it is situated is ordinarily marked on maps as Liao-tung, but should 
more correctly be termed Fing-tien. 

Ying-tzu Lb distant eighteen miles from the bar at the mouth of the Sua>muren. It commenced to assume 
<jommercial importance thirty years ago. It then took the place of T*ien-chuang-t*ai, a port on the same river some forty 
miles higher up. At an earlier date, in the time of Kien-lung, Tien-chuang-t'ai had in a like way taken the place of 
Newchwang. This change was necessitated by the gradual shallowing of the river. Newchwang is situated on a small 
branch of the principal eastern affluent of the Sua-muren, and is by water distant eighty miles from this town. It is 
now only accessible to the smallest boats. The Sua-muren is navigable for flat-bottomed river craft of no great size 
nearly to the confines of Mongolia, but Foreign vessels certainly could not proceed beyond Tien-chuang-fai. Those to 
vhom fuller details as to the character of Ying-tzu and the surrounding country would be of interest, should consult 
Mr. Meadows* invaluable memorandmn on the Consular district of Newchwang. 

Ying-txu is closed by ice during four months and a half, — from the middle of November to the end of March* 
In 1862, the first vessel arrived in port on the 29th March, and the last vessel cleared on the i8th November; in 1863, 
the first vessel arrived on the 22nd March, but was much damaged by the floating ice, and the last vessel cleared on the 
15th November; in 1864, the first vessel arrived on the 2nd April, and the last vessel cleared on the loth November; 
in 1865, the first vessel arrived on the 30th March, and the last vessel which entered the port cleared on 21st November. 
A Steamer which Was permitted to discharge its cargo outside the bar, cleared on the 24th November. It seems to me 
that vessels cannot remain here with certain safety, after the loth of November. Last year, the 13th of November was 
little more than a pleasant cold autumn day. But in the evening about nine o'clock, the ice swept down; some Junks 
and Pilot Boaty were crushed to pieces; the four Foreign vessels which were in harbor were forced to slip their cables, 
«ud to float away with the current, and two of them eventually grounded and narrowly escaped being wrecked. 

Ying-tzu was opened to Foreigners by the arrival of H. B. M. Consul in May 1861. During that year, 33 
Tessels of an estimated tonnage of 1 1,346 tons entered the port. The revenue of the Maritime Customs, or Office which 
collected Duties from Foreign vessels, for the year, was 7h 2,291.2.4. Before the season of 1862 commenced, the 
prohibition of the exportation of Pulse and Pulse Cake, in Foreign vessels, was rescinded. Accordingly, the number of 
Foreign vessels which arrived, increased to 86, of an estimated tonnage of 27,747 t6ns ; the revenue of Maritime 
Customs for the year was Th. 33,336. In 1863, 201 vessels, of an estimated tonnage^^t,i55 tons, arrived; the reveuue 
of the Maritime Customs for the same year was 7h 89,785.0.7.9. In 1864, 302 vesse^Han estimated tonnage of 88,281 
tons, arrived; the revenue of the Maritime Customs for the same year was Th 1^^7.0.6. The Maritime Customs 



To Robert Hart, Esq., 

Inspector General of Customs, 
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REPORT on THE TRADE 



WM pliw^ ujideraii Officer of tte Foreign Inspectorate on the gth Mny 1864. In 1865, 374 vwiseTs, of 91,118 foni; 
nrriTed^ and the revenue of the Miyitinie Gu&toiria advanerJ Uj fh 1 67*064, 2, 4*^, During the first four j^eara, the larger 
portion of the shij^ping l>eloti^d to tlje North Gerinaa atiii Baltic ports; the general economj with which the^e vesads 
are worked, enabluog theui lo carry cargo at iow rateii of freight. But in 1865 the caae was altc?red. In JS64, ther 
ti>iinage of Britii*h shipping wns little more than a fourth of the totd. In 1865, it waa almost half. Thia suddea* 
increase id to he attributed to tW duJaesi of triide on the coosi, fopciiig Britiiih sliipt* to accept any terms which might 
he offered to tUeni, and thuj* placing them on the a^ime footing as Continental Teasels. The iiicreiine in the Foreign 
tonnage was, of course, not without its influence on Native shipping. A few yeurs ago over three thtiitstaul tea-g*iii>jLj". 
Junks arrived annually; laat year harely thirteen hundred entered the port. It will he olitjerved tiiitt wliilst the tonnage' 
of 1865 is not one-hftK greater than that of 1863, the Tevenne is alniost twice iia Iht^, In. ^talinip iJie tonim^ of 
1861-2-3-4, I have employed the wtird *^ eMirfmt^d,'^ as the figures for tbtj iui*t three yearn have been entirely^ and for 
the fourth year ptirtially, procured from the old Native Office* It i» impOHeihle for me^ tlverefore, to gnaiantree their 
a4!Gurucy. The yearly account of the revenue has been derived from the official repr^rta »ent to Peking, 

The Import and Export trade under F^areign flags at tbb port, i» coiiduL'ted by fout Foreign firm»+ and by tome 
ten large Canton, Swatow and Ghin-chew honga. Bince i86t two figencies of largc^ JJritish tinn» have been withdrawn^ 
aud 0ne independmit coumiiaaion house has been cloeed. Of the e^ii^tiug iiriUfj, two are Bnti^h, one \m American, r^ud' 
otia ifl German- The hudufc^s done by the ForoigJi Mt, lijjits ia^ however, in no way in proi^firtioa to their nuuibor. 
Of the 274 vessels which arrived her© in 1S65, only 37 were consigned to^ or loaded by, Foreigners^ During the pait 
leaaon, the Chinese interested in the trade of this iKn\ are auppoaed to liave expended 'Hi 400,000 in the chartering of 
Foreign vessels* 338,300 pieces of Pulse Cake were exixjrted by Foreigii Merchanta, and i, 449,67 p pieces by Ohineae. 
19^650 peculs of Pulse were exported by Foreign Meiunantp. and 88 1 1670 pecuk by Chinese. With Import* the case is 
aimilar. 80 pocuk of Opium were imported by Foreirn^-n^ and 1,442 [ieculs by Chinese. 11,650 pieces of Shirtings 
and T-Clotha were imported by Foreigr^ MerchanU, and 38^6 by Chinese^ But, perhaps, the bfest way of showing 
how entirely the buaineis of the port U engrossed by iho Native Traclera, will be to state that of the?& 167,000 receiTed 
in revenue during 186;, only ?& io,cxx> were paid by Foreigners, 

The extraordinary superior positimj tlms occupip'^ by the Chinese, would aeera to lie owing to their being 
natiTfii of the diitrtcts,iu which, under ordinary circurnsUiueei^ the principal products thiit quit Ying-tau are chiefly con- 
sumed j^to their all being coimected with firias, which have been est/iblished in the neighbomrhood of these district*^ und 
have aaaocmted with and gained the eonfidence of the retaileia^ yeari before Foreigners attempted to engage in the trade v 
to many of thetn having been in the same way eatabliahed here, and to their having gained here a nanie for wealth and 
integrity, to the actual possesion of, If not a large capital, al least large available tneans ; and to their long residence 
and tbeir reputation, enabling them to, when necessary,* pJirdMise to no mconsiderable decree on credit. This ability to 
purchase on credit, i^ of enormons lieneflt to theiu*. For ^aouiy^ always scarce here, is- sometimes so scarce, that the best 
letteta of credit become useless. And when money is so scarce, imports and produce are of course depreciated in value. 
But whilst the Foreign Merchant who is desirous of avail ingkimse if extensively of the low price of the latter, is compelled 
to dispose of the former at a proportionately low price, the Chinese, who is known as a great importer of Opium, of Piece 
Goods, and of Sugar,— who in past years haa owed And paid his aixty or seventy thoiisand laels, and whose projaissory 
notes wlU in consequence not be rejected by the Moukdetj bonks, which in many instance have a Hen on the produce, 
can easily obtain six weeks* or two monthH' credit, TU dkad vantages of a later participatiou in the trade and of a 
smaller citpit;d, wotdd, however, be couDteracted hy tuae, and by the older Foreign dnus in the South taking a little more 
interest in this Northerti business, and thus enabling their countrymen to enter into larger undertakings than they liave 
ydt rentured on. But the causes which at most of the second class ports, are quickly drawing the Coast Trade ki both 
Native and Foreign goods from the Foreigner to the CI inese, would have still to be overcome. When the working ei- 
peiises of the Native Merchant and of the Foreign Merchant are more equalized,— when the Foreign Merchant no longer 
deems it right to eutrust his repLitation and hii furtune to a man of alien and supposed inferior race, to whom h% it' 
compelled to confide hiA iXMist secret and most important pLns,,but with whom be c;m hardly converse mtelligibly,— who* 
is daily tempted to engage in transactions which either direclly or indirectly must be prejudicLrd to the interests he^ 
prolsn«i lo serve, — who is urged to abstain from df^^Ti^ so by no f&elings of honor, of gratitude, or of synipiithy, and whey 
Accordingly is often enriched whilst his employer is ruined,— theu, and not till then, will the BubHtitution now so 
rapidly tiddng phice be anissted. Were the Foreign Meiuh;tnts at the anudler porte to acquire a knowledge of Byc^e— 
not a harder task than tlie i^ndy |Mf a and of Bilk; were^ they to- conquer the tricing acquiuatance with the writ ten and 
l^ken Unguage &t China, whidi ^^d bo amply FuiIicLent tat all their wants ; were they to digpense with the costly 
■ervic«s of the comprt*dare, &nA o^ the shrotfp and their several sUirtfs ] and were they to arrange with thrnr own tongue, 
and to read with their own e^^e.^, their contracts c)t p-i. hasi? and ofsale,— a considerable reduction of expenditure would 
bo effected, thejjrgaips would Ije inJinitely augmetited, tJiey would have more faith in the natives, and the njitivea would 
bo leM distrustful of them* Now they may be scrupulously honorable, and yet be justly accused of fiwthlessnesa. They 
may sell on most profitable terms, and yet submit to a 1^^ This, I nm aware, is no new disco very ^ but the subject well 
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me^nU repeated disc:uBsion. One Foreign MeK^hant hare htui reeorted to a plan, whicb i^ jverluips the liest ibiit eircniii' 
s^tuiKTiiiMliiiit of, and w\ikh k not, I think, very generarlly adopted. He has h&d drawn up and flddresaed to the variuxis 
Wiirehousea und shops, n circular* explaimng that all busln^aa agreemeiitjt muBt be writtan in Euglmb and signed bj 
hiiu?ieLl'; and defining so cdret'ullj the functions of bis oompnidore!) thnt anj independent sp€cniution& on the part uf ther 
latUT wre rendered iiajM>B4iible, 

The absence of Returnaof the Import and Export Trode under Foreign flsigs before the gib May, 1^64, at whieh 
dtit-c the 1864 $eii£Oh hud already commenced over a month, 50 vetseiahiivLng &rri?ed since the 1st Aprils— renders nii}' 
elabtMiite couiparbfonB of tlie trades of the various years impmcticable* The Export Trade of YLng-tsu may be Rtiid tt> 
coiisist of Palse, uf Pidse t'like, and of Pxihe Oil, Pulse is chiefly converted into the bean curd whieh la m popular aii 
article uf food amt.ni{^:»t the natt^eja of Kwangtung and of F'uhkien. Puke Cake is sometimes tmud a3 food f^r cattle, 
Init is usually eiuployed a^ umuure, more e^ipecially in the Sugar districts of those same provinces. Puke Oil is used in 
tlie central and Soulherti neji-bijanl provinces, in the preparation of fmid. The Vitlue oi the Export Trade in 1865, Wiia 
'fh 2 J 67,3 14* Of this sum, fh 1,957*395 were repre^uted by Pulse and its nwinufactures. The value of the Expiirt 
Tmde during the six months mid few dayi> of 1864, for which trust worthy returns were publifdied, wa« Ih 1*710,398, Of 
this suni^ 'Ih 1,499*737 were represented by Pulse and its manufacturer* The past year was unquestionably diattnguiah- 
ed by ati Increase in the exportation of Pulse* Thus incrense m principally owing to the largp quantities dispitched tt> 
ShaugUiu. Tbe quantity dispatched during the past year, exceeded the quantity dispatched during the six months of 
1864* by ! 00,000 p&culs,--a circuuistance which, in conjunction with the fact that 54^75^ pecuk of Rice were also sent li> 
kihattghait whilst onJy 3,780 pecuU were forwarded there during the preceding yeiu', would seem to betoken a deficiency 
in the supply of gniin from other quarters, that rctu^hed that port* One Bigniiicant feature inaconiparision of the export 
of Pulse for the two years, is, that in 1864, peculs 3S^»39^ were »©nt to Hongkong, and only pecuU 30,774 to Canton; 
and that in 1865, peculs 206,639 were sent ^ Canton, aud only pecals 202*826 tu Hongkong, The same feature, but to 
a much smaller extent, ebamcteri^es the export of Pulse Cake, In 1^64, pieces 7.000 were sent to Hongkong, and none 
to Canton. In 1S65, pieces 7,620 were tent to iJanton, and none to Hongkong. Tbe export of Pulae Cake in 1865, w^is 
greatly in excess of the export during the preceding year, an exeesss which wm» also owing to the extraordinary quantity 
sent to ghanghai. During the 1S65 season, pieces 750,300 were dispatched to that port^ agninsi pieces 194,100 during 
the i»ix months of 1 864. This Li^rge demand is to be attributed to the neceaaity of eniplojing a strong forciiig manure 
experienced by the cultivators of the lauds* which had b<*en rava^d by tbe EebeK and had remained untilled three or 
four years* But about JuJy^ the heavy rains arrusted tbe reclaiming of the soil* %vbilst the proclamation of the Acting 
Goveruoc possibly impeded the disposal of Kirgo bto*ight in Foreign vessels. Accordiagly, some ahip« which loaded her<? 
for Bhiughai, were, on arrival at their destmation, wdered to proceed without delay to Amoy or Swatow, and port of 
the Pulse already discharged was also re-diipped to these two porta. Had such not been tbe case* tbe supply in the 
Sugar districts must bav© been short. During the six months of 1364, Amoy took 33% 108 piecres, and Swatow 791,747 
pieces. During the entire season of 1S65, Amoy took only 211,076 pieces, and Swatow only 762*525 pieces. The 
export of Puhse Oil is distinguished by a decrease, arising apparently from a diminished demand at Bhiinghai* During 
the six months of 1864, peculs 5,1 17 were «ent to Slianghai, whilst in 1S65, only pectds 2,8(3 were shipped thera* I 
am imable to explaiD the origin of this decrease. la iiJ64» peculs 1,177 ^^^^ disptttched to Hongkoug, and none to 
Cautom In 1865, [iecula 850 were &ent to CantoiH and only peculs 566 to Hojigicx>ng* A large proportion of the C»il 
which quits Ying-t7;u is still forwarded in Junks. Oil which arrive herefrom tbe interior^ is packed in thick and strong- 
wooden boxes, the use of which is rendered necesiary by the liability to accident thit ftttenda transport in waggons, on 
an ill nuule road. But owing to the greater security which such a commodity a.** Oil enjoys in the hoM of u vessel, and 
to the increu^ of freight resulting from tbe heiivy and cumbrous character of the boxe^ it is found unprofitable to 
•I u ploy them on board ship, and they are consequently exchanged for large baskela with paper linings. These Wketa 
must of course t»e handled with much caution; each contains from four to eight peculs; the slightest crack involves a 
liMB of from thirty to sixty taeia; and the fact that they are dealt with more carefn^ly on boiird of junket than on boanl of 
Foreign veasela, neutralizes the numerous other aflvantages of tbe latter. It mwy not be iminiereatiug to point out, that 
during the past year 2,400 peculs of Pube were shijiped to Japiin* The Pulse cn^ tiieie i» stated to have been 
deficient* Of Cotton, of which 4,573 pecula were sent away during the six months of 1864, only 309 peculs were shipj>ed 
during the past year. And aa the^ 309 peculs were dispatched to Swatow and to Amoy, it would seem that they were 
intended to be employed in Native manufactures* In 1864, the great hulk went to Hongkong. The export of Ric© 
has largely increased. Tbe peculs 5,790 which were exportfid during the *^ix montha of 1864, grew lo peculs 37,728 in 
the 1865 seas<jn* Of the latter quantity, at we have seeiit the gre^ proportion was destined for Sbrngliai. It is both 
u^-^eless and impossible to enquire into tbe increased or decreased exportation of mi-?celhineo«« urlicle& of minor import- 
auce. It is certain that* on the whole, the Export Trade haa showed an advance luH compared with preceding ycar;^* 

Of the Pulse which reaches Yiig-tzu, uot more than two- tenths are produced in the plain thmugh which the 
Bua-muren, sweeping down towards the South-west, flows int*? the Gulf of Lino-wUng* The remaining eight-tenths an 
gn^wn in the region, which if known to the Natives, as that beyond the Barrier* It is the colonised portion of ^uth-«a»- 
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t«ra Mongclb, nnil lien aloiijc tUe Horfch of tbe puIisadeT marked In many maps of the Impure a? running from tlie Oreat 
WaU to tlie j^ongari. A mnd\ qxiAnthv of the Puke Oil winch quiu^ thh pdit/m mnmifactare^J in the «anie resn'Jti nud a| 
Moiikdeu. Tlje Pnlse i'iike tuiunifiictured tlif^re^ is tMnployed an the wpot be fcjod for PHtil«, The Pnl*se f 'uke whirb le^jves 
Tieivcbnang-t'iy in junk^, ainJ Yin^-tzit in Foreign vej^sels and jimka, is inomifuctiti^^d at tbe^^e two nJi^ri.s* It iKi^^isiM-Jw 
ed injiidieiiiuH to Imve luri^'e qumititieii on band» Jitid the niMnnfactiire lb ho curried on» that the eurrent stJick nvc^lj 
exceeds tp^ooo pieces. Neitljer the Fortugn or Kati^e exporting finn» attempt tcj l>uy Vuhe in the iiiteri*ir. They ure 
deterred from d<iin^M<) by their imihillty to enter into the nece^s^iiy tmn^ictions, on n& favon ruble ii mis iisjlirwt'^bo have 
been engJi^f^^l in the bu^iue^^ fnr ycnr». Of the Pnlne which arrives at Ying-tzn frotn the tract beyond the? jNiliwid*-. tibont 
ane-fonrtii is forwarded to this port direct. The other tliree-foiirths p«ifs by way of Moukden. In all the l»^Pt <• handets 
scattered through thwe fertile tields^ are dealers or middlemen, wlin fiurch«He hi theantumn, the erf>pHuf the neigh bonr- 
iu'^ landowneRi and fur*iiers. The petty tillers of the »f>il are paid at once, hnt the more wealthy proprietors alwjiys allow 
notfnr from pI j-ears credit. They uro never jvaid nntil the fiM day of the sixth moon of thi! fullowii:^ ve/tr, which 
iHuullv fsdis iu July. When frant has sufficiently hardenett the runds, tlie Pulse h conveyed in wugt/ons to Yinj^-' ui, and 
to Mcjnkclen. These wu;x;;ot3^ travel Ht the rate of fr<ini fifteen to twenty miles a day, and the remotest produiungdtstrietft 
ure not inoro than 600 mile* distant from thi^ port. Tlie dei^ler himself dfies not accompany the prodnce, V>\d consign* 
it to uue of those vast yiirds or wartliotise.s, whieh^, with their long tralnu of heavily laden f^trts constantly ponrtntr in» 
their nuntberless f^tacks of peae, and piles of oil V>0JteH, funn, from December to March, the mo*it strlkinff fejilnrr of the 
toini* The dealer arrives towards the clo^e of the winter. When the swij&on connnenee^, he soon dispoHCs i>f his l^dwe, 
itH th(* necessity of a speedy return forces him to be content witli a proportionate profit, mh\ a^ produce hrotii^lU t^ Yiujj- 
tsni d ret t, can be sold for a sli^^htly h>wer price, than that vhich has pa^set! thri»ui(h Monkdeu. With the ijrej.ier jwirt 
of the (iroc'f^ed*, he biiy?i Foreign Piece 0*,iods, &c,. ^c.^ Op]nm» and Tiiiscellaneous Chinese products. Tlii' liaKtnce he 
ttdte^ home in sjieeie. About May the minis and the melting of the snow have ^iomewhat increjised the vihime of the 
river, a^id he is eaai'y able to transmit his purchiisrs in boats nearly tip to the palisade. Thence, thoujjh tl^f r^ods are 
inipfi--nble for coarse and bulky connnoditiei;, the wares with which he ordinarily retnms, uwing to their c^nnparatively 
pvU'Ui bitj chariwter^ cnn^ without much difficidty, be conveyed in waggons to their destination. He tljen pavs what he *>wes, 
and H ready to engage in fresh enti:rprjses, lliere afc in all ei^^^hteen great yards at Yiug-t^ii, four of which confine 
thennelves to storing Pulse, whilst the remaining fmuteen both store Pulae and manufacture Pulse Cake, And l*idaeOil. 
TherL' are nho eleven very inferior yanU of tlio hitter claHS* At the Ea^^teni extremity of the town is a vae^mt spf:r:e of 
Kitriind, about one haadreil yardi t«|uare, wliich during the winter mimths, is daily^ fnuu anitriHe tdl ten o'clock, thickly 
covered witii carts. After ten the nnmlier begins to diminish, and at noon but few are left. At a littJe «!i-4/inceis a 
largv' mud hut, beting on thf* walk, in Chinese characters, the words "Grtthi Ert^hfmi^e ^/^Vr/' The vacant spfije of ground 
i?t the Grain Exchauije. To it re.iort the smaller cultivators of the adjacent lands, — those who reside so 1 1 *^e to 
Ying-tj!U, iis to he enabled to bring their produce for sale, and to, if unsuccnssful, take it back bt>me, in one day* Clerks 
att&c-|n>d to the varioiH yards rMt the exchange and effect certain pui^^ha^ses each morning. Owing to the triHiiig cost 
of trjinsport, the prke^ are always comparatively low. The few we&lthier proprietors of the neighbourhood ni'e tkem^^elreji 
iutort'sted in the bu^inesi? of the large yimb, and to them, therefore, they naturally intrust their crops. Yet the cafntal 
of i'\**n the large.st yards is inconsiilerable. and with the ext^eption of the petty transact i<ms negotiate on the Kitf lintiire, 
they seMoui buy to any extent produce which fu-rives here direct They act simply as witrehonsemen and fiyf^nln for the 
desders. When desirons of entering into a speculation, they nre compelled to have reeourae to the Whan si bard. .' Mouk- 
den, iiud tlie Moukden banks invariably refuae a^si^tance, unless the Pulse is purehased through the Monk<icn yards. 

The proibice of the more distont pirts of that outer portion of the Sua-muren plain, which extends from 
Kinajchow on the North-west^ to Kaichow on the South, and into the interior more than half WH,y Ut Moukden, is 
in the bands of the doalers of the former two eitie-^, of Tien-chuang-t ai, and of Sin-min-tun. Kaichow ai.d King- 
chow, however, are not depots. The crops, when collected, are at soon a« possible forwarded to Ying-tsm. Tien- 
chuang-t'ai anil Sin-min-tim, on the other hand huve become important depots, but they owe this aflvantage solely 
t-o their position. One lies on the bank of the Sua-muren, the other is but five miles from the hank of the Hua- 
maren. and is on the high roful from Peking to Monkden. The little surplus of the compumtively steiUe Southern 
part of the province, is shipped from the porta at the head of the Yellow sea* It is tjiken by the growere to the 
p»rt- of lahipments. There are about fifty lar*^> yards at IVfoukden, for there the presence of the Bhaiisi banker?; facili- 
tatps find foflters speculation. Their oid emtblea the owTier^ of yarris to purchase to a larger extent, thftn is in the 
l>f>wer of aimilar estsiblishments at Ying-t^i* and tlie fa<^t of produce l>eing thus di?pOf?ed of more readily, inilot^es 
the dejders to resort to Moukden, in preference to the latter town* Fnim Moukden, as from Ying-tzn, the dealer 
return a with Foreign manufacturer, &c*, v^c. Opium, miscellaneoiw articles, ami a certnin amownt of Sycee. As in the 
cise of Ying-tm. the produce of the fields, within perhaps a circuit of ten miles adiacent to ^loukden, is r4>r v.irded to 
that citv bv the growers, without the int^riTntion of middlemen. Beyond this limit, the produce of the inner portion 
of the plain lis collected by country dealers, who resort to Moukden. About the middle of Febnmry, Pulse cettses to 
arrive at Ying-tzu ilirect from the pmducin'i dii*tricts* Aft-er that date, iintil the river opens, it is sent friun Moukden. 
It has either been purchased there by the Ying-t^ yards, to which the ShaTisd banka are always willing to transfer 
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the adTances ma^le to the Monkden jranis^ or it is forwarded hj the latter on apeciUntion. In the m^.ftntinie, in order 
to Iight*?ri^ its hinch as possible, the iliHicQlty of tmnsport after the disappearance of frost and the early rains hare con- 
verted the roiids jnto aliuiTat pathless marEbes, large quautiticB of Pulse are being accumukted at Sin-min-tan and at 
T'ien-chuang-t'ai. Frrjun April to November, the stocks at Ying-tzn ure maintained by supplies sent in boHts from T'ieti* 
cliuaug't*ai. Junks also aoniettnics load there for Shanghai, Chefoo, and Tientsin, The stocks at T'len-chuaxig-l'ia are 
rcpleniaked from Hm-uiin-tun, those of Sin-min-inn frtjra Monkdenjand thoi*) at Monk den from the depot at Fa-k'n-m^n. 
Fa-k'it-m^n m a town situated on the pdL^acle North of Muukden, Well placed a£ Sin-min-tun iinqviestionnbly is, it seems 
strange thnt tt should occupy m importjtnt a position in the chain of depots. One of the large hamleta thi^t liorder the 
Mouktien iilllueut, between that city and its jnnctioQ with the Sna-inaren. woidd to all apiaeiLrnnce be more conveniently 
situated; bnt the depth of the fllream cannot, I believe^ be uniformly relied on. Tht^ yards at Fa-k^u-raen, at Sin-min-tun^ 
and at Tten-chuan^-t'ai* jire practically mere aj^encies of the Mt)ukd«n yards. Over three-fonrths of the vaJue of Ihe Pulse 
feiurn to Moukden in the sliape of Imports, some of which are forwarded during the season in boftts, or^ when pmcticwble^ 
by hind transport, and some at the commencement of the enauini; winter. 

It wimld seeru, therefore* that in the case of niueteen-twentieths of lijo Pulse which leaves Ying-tzu, either as 
Fulsf, or as I'ulae (^^Jcei or as Pulse Oil, the country dealer, and one, or, in most instances^ two distinct yard«, sepaiate 
the exporter fpjni the producer* But this is not alL For at Yiug-tKu, not a pecul of Pulse, or a piece of Pnlse Cakeg 
can bti puj-chttscd, without the intervention of a Broker, Of these Brokers there are two clastea. There h tlse common 
street br<jker, who, day after day, wanders throngh the various botigs, enquiriDg who wishes to buy, and who wishes ta 
sell ; and there are also brokers of a higher ela^a, who poj^gess regular offices^ and are sometiniefl allowed by the yards to 
guarantee the putchasera* lUteffrity. Yet, if the exporter attempted to ayiproach nearer to the pn>duc«*i he would find 
himself opposed by aiiparently insurmountable obstivcles. He would have to compete with local firm*, whidi have ei.ist- 
ed since tbe days of Kien-lung,— -which have gainwl the entire contidence of the inhabitants, — which have been perfected 
by a long exi>erience in the most efficient and ecouomic-al m<Hle» of collecting and conveying produce,— and which, at tlm 
present moment^ almont monopolisu^ evety facility for transiport. At each step he would be thwarted by their intrigues 
and, moat inijKjrtant of all, he, a stninge Foreigner, or an equally stmngc Native of Swatow or of Chin-chew, would be 
refused the prolonged credit that would be accorded to his rival s* Of the Pube shipped from Ying-tzu during the paat 
year, in a manufiW^tured and unman nfactiired state^ it may be eattnmted, that ihe mw article to the viUueof Th. 1,600,000 
ptose*] through the hands of the country dealers* Of this sjiio, a third mtast be deducted on account of profit, of tri^n^iit 
eipensi^s, and of a small inland due levied at the different gat^ of the palisiule on the produce of the outer region. There 
will thus remain 7h 1,070,000. From these fh i,o7o,cxxj, we may snbstract 'Ih 170,000, to represent the propor- 
tion purch4U3e<l from the amiiller cultivators and pjiid for in cash- A yearns or eleven months' interest on the balance of 
Tk 900,000, will indicate the extent of one of the disadvantages under which the exporter would labour in a stniggle with 
the existing chu^s of middlemen. Doubtless, as time pa«8ed on, promptitude in payment, and bone&ty^ would lead to their 
ordinary results, and the difficnltiei* to be entountered would i^rudually diminish, Bm Merchants are rarely willing to 
impede their own advancement for the benefit of future generations. And tliough a few junks still load atTien-chuiing- 
t ai, thus saving the cost of transport to Y^ing-ti^u, shippers in Foreign vessels would seek in vn'm a reduction in cost by 
effecting tlieir purchase!^ either there, or at Moukden, or at one of the other depots. The owners of the various yards, 
too thoroughly realize the advantages they reap under the prest^nt »jgtem. and are too closely associated, to permit of 
such a result. Even a large Southern exporting firm, which tltiils it profitable to have an agency at Moukden for the 
sale of Opium, never purchases produce in that city. The Opium is paid for either by cheques that can be made use of 
at Ying^L/.u, or by orders for the delivery of Pulse on the Ying-tzu yards. The Native eitpjrting firms might, of course,, 
treiit successfully on the Ying-tzu exchange for the little produce of the adjacent fields. But they are dissuaded from 
(h)ing ec* by the inaignificance of the tjuantity, by the dread of imposition, and by ihe well-founded apprehension thai 
the large yards would punish inch independent attempt*, by witliholding facilities that had formerly been granted. 

Conaidering then, how entirely exporters are debarred from ooming in contact with the producers, it appear* 
it range, that eveti more exorbitant prices than have yet been asked, have not been demanded. That thb has not been 
the COM ha.^ been owing to the fact, that experience has shown* that great rifik attends the shipment «f Pulse and its 
manufacture to the South, after a certain limit has been exceeded, and that sales in tlte consuming provinces becoroe 
simply impossible after a higher price has been attained. Purchases therefore cea^e. and a cessation of ptirchascs at once' 
c^mscs a reduction in the requirements of holders. For they w< 11 know, that from the nature of the produce, old stocks 
C4in not be easily disposed of j and the probability of those of ont^ year being left in their hands until the folio wing season,, 
ever fills them with alarm. Ah it ii, the advance in co«t has been enormous. Pnlpte Cakea are sold by tbe ten piec^ 
weighing pecnls4,8o^ Pulse by the shih, a meMure equivalent to 300 catties; and Pulse Oil by the ordinary pccul of lOD 
catties. In 1861 ten pieces of Pulse Ci^ko were purehiLsed for 7f± 1.8; 300 cattiea of PmJse for ?2i Ij; and 100 catties of 
Pulse Od for fh 3.8.5. During the past ye&r 'Ih 5.8 have been pi*id for the same quantity of the first commodity; ^ 4 7 
for the same quantity of the second, and 7h S for the same quantity of the third. Nevertheless, the consumption ha^ 
increased. At fii«t sight, in view of the large advance in price, this increftse appeara unintelligible. It must partly be 
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attributed to the expense of traiiBport being generally lessened by the employment of Foreign veiwels; moi^ particularly b^ 
the costly process of transhipment at Shanghai, to which produce conveyed in junks wa« always subject^ being suppreas* 
ed, and to insurance rendering it no longer necessary for exporters to compensate themselves for the value of lost cargoes, 
by demanding extravagjtnt prices for those which arrived in safety. But that this is not the sc>le cause, is proved by the 
fact, that shipments in junks still continue, and must therefore still be remunerative. Ptjrhajw the best reason is that 
put forward by the exporters, who assert, that much of the j)rotit, which formerly accnied to them, has now passed into 
the hands of the middlemen and growers, — a statement wliich the experience of other new ports helps to confirm. At 
the same time, higher prices are unquestionably paid in the South. 

The proposed importation of Guano into Cliina, will probably, if persevered in, diminish the demand for Pulse 
Cake, unless the price of the latter is reduced. This reduction would no doubt be effected by the substitution of 
machinery for the clumsy process now resorted to, — a huge stone-cnishing wheel set in motion by a mule, and a press 
worked by hand. But unfortunately, the practical exclusion of the exporter from the producing districts, and the fact 
that at T'ien-chuang-t'ai, and at Ying-tzu, the majority of the warehousemen are themselves eng:iged in the manufacture 
of Pulse Cake, would render it very difficult, if not impracticable, for the originator of such a scheme, to purchiise suffi- 
cient quantities of the raw commodity. 

At some future day. Coal and Silk may rank amongst the exports from Ying-tzu. Of Coa], as large a quantity 
as could possibly be required, could be laid down here for Taels 8 per ton. But it is soft and full of sulphur, and is 
'■ I certainly inferior for domestic purposes, and for use by Steamers, to the Coals of Hunan, l^robably, however, if improved 

appliances enabled the miners to reach the lower se-.ims, a better quality would be discovered. The principal Coal 
districts lie about forty miles to the South-e-ist of Moukden. In the vicinity are furnaces for smelting Iron, but I have 
been unable to ascertain with precision, whether the Iron is produced in the neighbourhood, or whether it is brought from 
a distance. The question becomes of interest, when we recollect the enormous advantages enjoyed by Euroi)ean countries, 
in which CJoal and Iron are found side by side. Another description of Coal is found near the CVnist, not far from the city 
of Fu-chow, but it is only seen in the form of dust, and is said to be chiefly employed in the oil manufactories. Of Silk, 
three hundred peculs can be collected annually, at a cost of Ih 170 |>er pecul. Samples have been submitted to those 
most conversant with the commodity, and it rcbU with them to decide whether Manchuria is to assist in making good 
the deficiencies of Chekiang and of Kciingsu. The Silk —producing districts are separated from this port by the range of 
mountains, which bisects Teng-tien from North east t^) South west, and which terminntes in the promontory marked in 
many maps as the liegent's Sword. The Northern Silkworm, though not longer, is thrice :is thick as the ordinary insect; 
it fee<ls not on the !uuiberry leaves, but on those of a shrub oak. Complete and interesting details on the subject, are to 
be found in Mr. Meadows' Trade R(.'p«)rts. Tobacco is grown in Kirin, but judging from the pjist there is little prospect 
of its ever becoming a prominent article of export. Owing either to the dLstance to be traversed, or to the smallness of 
the crops, none has been shipped in Foreign vessels since the estjtblishment of this Office, whilst a considerable quantity 
has been brought from the South. To wards the close of autumn large rafts arrive here from the North-ea>t of the 
province. The wood is floated down the great Eiustern affluent of the Sua-mureii ; a portion is employed here, and a 
portion is sent in junks to Slmntung and to Cliihli, but none hns ever been taken away by Foreign vessels. 

It is difficult, in discussing the trade of the chief port, in Manchuria, to avoi«l noticing the strange root, in 
which every Native of China, from the Emperor to the humblest coolie, plates such implicit faith. Fine Mauchurian 
Ginsc )g is only found in the upper valley of the Usuri, where ruined towns and forts mark the cradle of the race which 
seveu centuries ago niled over China, from the Yellow River to the Great Wall, wliich wjis forced back by the valour 
and genius of (ienghis, and which four hundred years afterwards agsun swept into Chihli to occupy and retain the 
Imperial throne. But Ginseng loves moisture, and the densest of the forests which cling to the slopes of the hills ; it 
nestles in recesses, to which the rays of the sun have never penetrated, and which are as pathless now, as in the days when 
the Golden Turtiirs were dwelling in, and cultivating the plain. The genuine Manchurian Ginseng consists of a stem from 
which the leaves spring, of a centre root, and of two roots branching otf at the same point from e;ich side of the centri 
root. The stem somewhat resembles the he.-id and neck, and the side roots the shoulders and arms, of a man ; the main 
root rej)reseuts the body; and a fork, which the main root frequently forms, the legs. The Chinese, with a not ungraceful 
feeling, believe tiiat a plant which thus expands into the human form amid thickets and jungle, on which the foot of man 
has never trofl, must be intended to alleviate the sufferings of the human race. Its precious qualities are increased and 
intensified by ago, and a i)lant is of no great value, until it has been growing iwid gathering strength for at least an 
ordinary lifeiiMC. The age, and consequently the value of a plant, are ascertained by a c^ireful examinatio'.i of the upper 
p »rtions of the centre and side roots. These portions should be covered with rings, and the thicker and more numerous 
tjje rings, the greater the age. The value of Ginseng in no way depends upon its length, thickness, or colour. I myself 
Icive seen here a deliaite root weighing but six mace, which cost fifty taels. The upper portions of the root also possess 
the greatest healing power. The stem, wliich appears above ground, on the other hand, ought not to be eaten. It is 
supposed to be baneful rather than beneficial. In former years, the collection of Ginseng was in the hands of some forty 
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bierchftntfj iflib, oh p,\ymt*nt of li hei^y fee^ obtnmed the ticresaary antliority from the Tartar General of Kfrin, In 
ftdditiun to the fee, each uicrrhtiiit w^iJi bomid to hand orer to Goverimieiil a certain weight of the objeet ofliiM search* 
The searoh coutniued from the end of ApnJ to the end of September. In it the mea^haiita eixiployeti the outliiwa, wb<>oi 
the fear of pimiabm^jit hail Hriveti iu tiike refii^ in these wdtUj and who were coiiipelleil by their position to bt? fiiitbml 
i^ryant^- Theae men niidt*rw«!j»t grent liardabip*!, and incurred great dangers* Farced to wander far from the little 
patehe-s of millet they had raised for tljeir s^apport, they were eten menaced by starvation, and by the Wulf, tlie tig^ir, 
«iid the leopard. And not unfrequently the hardships were endured^ and the diingers were incurred in v,'*iti. In the 
time of T*tnkuang, Ginseng wm becoming yearly more acinve, and phints of any great age were rnrely found. Final!/, 
in order to arre&t their utter extinction, the collection of ibe wild root was prohibited by Imj>erial edicts Steps were 
tivken In Kiriti to cniTy this order into effeetj aud mejiaures were ailopted to prevent the admiission of the interdicted 
plant into ( .hina. Nevertheless^ a v'ery small quantity is* atill *:landejjtiuely collected, to a conaiderabie extentrbowerer^ 
In Russian territory. The cnJtivatiou of GinseTig, though allowed, is not encouraged. It ia in fact hardly retwgnitie.l od 
Giiiseng, as the t^arlff^ of the variona Native Custom Hou^iea class it under the general beading of Medichie. Thii 
c*iiJrse is not altogether nureasouable. The side hrancbe.s of the cultivitted plant are frequently broken offt hnil its 
prennture growth, i^nd the means mide use of to e^ipedite ita development, oft^n eHTnoe the resembhiuce from which it 
deriirai LU name. With a view to produce a falae appeafiince of age/hair h tied tightly round the upper porttoas of the 
root, but a practised eye can eiiaily detet*t the deception. Ginserjg m cultivated in M luchuria and in the Corea, The 
average Gorejtn cultivated Ginseng is superior to the average M.inchnrian. Eighty-ffMir peeuli twenty-seven catties of 
^Lmcburian Ginseng, wt*re e3tp(>rtcd in Foreign vessels during the pa^t year. The v>^lue wew not two taels a c-ntty; 

The value of the Impr>rt Tritds for the season, or tieren months and a-half, of 1865, exceeded! the value of the 
Import Trade for the aix months of 1864^ by One Million of TaeU The value of the Itnport Trade ior the pmt year^ after 
deducting Trea*itire ami Be-e\pi>rt«, wa» |2i 1,665,376. The value of the Impwt Trjtde durini^ the aix uionthj* of i!i64, 
afler deducting Ee-eiporta, Tre^ianre Jiot being included in the Returna, was M. 678,5 ro. There ia rcftson for belieriiig 
that were w*e in posseygion of leturaa of the entire Import Trade for the 1864 sejison, we should ftnd that it did not 
ettt^tn to one-half of tlie value of that of laat yenn The enormous advance which thaa diatingnished 1S65, wa* chielij 
owing to the increased inijiortation of Opium. Foreign vessela brought 1,522 peculs of Gpium, ntnt*-tenthi of which 
wei^e Malwii, to Yin^'-tzu, la^t year, whilst the returns for the six months of 1864^ show the arrival of only 506 |.iecula, 
English maniifacturei also contributed their share* In 1365, 54^939 piecesi of En^^lish I'otton fabric* were iiuportccl, a^tinifc 
27,287 piej&j daring the mix months of 1S64. Yet Nutive m^inufacturea have in no way guttered. Ko Ninikenns 
reachefl fini-vm in Foreiga ve^^ela duriu;^ the six montha of 1S64; whilst 1,016 peculs, valued at 'Ih 2j,4.oci. rtrrived 
in 1865* The deimtud for American Carton manufneturea, on the other hand, Bemws to hitve been suinU. Only* 770 
pteceiof Am-^rican Ih'i!]« have rpwht?d Yin^-t^u, since the ('fitabliibniQutof the For*>ign insspf^cLoiate* The comiumption 
of Eiglish WooUeii niauufacttirei has been cliaractefiied by an increase. The returns for 1865 show the jirrivu.! of 
7,374 pieces^ against 2,870 pieces ditriug the six months of 1864. Foreign Iron has gi*eatly advanced ; r 4,808 pi^culu of 
Bar and Kail Rod Iron arrived in 1865, against 3.905 pecub during the six mouths of 1^64* It k piiuci pii.il y employed 
in the constniction and repair of the waggoas and carts, which are the ordinary means of tmnaport in this province. In 
autumn the roada are cut up by mta, frefpiently over three feet deep. These ruts are birdened by froii^ and the triffie 
rarely obliterates them, and leveb the highways, until a third of the wijiter is over, Tlie thousands of v<-iuo!ei vflmh 
are perpf?tnally, night and day, iMm^iuT to and fro» must therefore be of gre,at strength: and the cart in which a 
gentlemnn travels friim Ying-lisn to Mr>ukden, in built as solidly as the stoutest ilmy thtit e^^er cros*ied the Thames. 
Sui|ar, the niiat imporLnnt native prtMluct ^shicb arrives here^ shows a slight increase. Peculs 47,249 were imported 
during the season of 1865, and only pLH^uh 34,Joo during the six months (jf 1864. 

The foreg^Ding figures do not alt<igether represent an increased constimption of the varimia eoramoditieji. 
They^re douhflesa partly due to the gr-jwiiig pjpularity of Foreign shipping. Since the oiieniug of Ying-lzu^ Foroign 
Vessels liave of course yearly heen more appretuated. They have not only diminiahe<i by one-half the tonnage of tli« 
Native cr.ift of thi:^ pr>rt,hut have to a e^rt^in extent nsnrped the tnnle of the junks rei^orting to Ta-kn-shan, the prini^ipal 
p<>rt at the head of the Yellow Sea. But after omking every allow mce for this substitution, it cannot be denied that a 
great devf^lopment of the Import Trade t^iok place during the pa^t yciir. Th^j exh'uisti'*n of existing stocks and lawup 
prices, have nn-pie^tionably stimulated the mde of Piece Goods but the advance in the entire trade can only be ?*ttri- 
brted to the augmented wealth of the cultivated districts of this* province^ and of the colonised trtict of J^uiitti-eiistero 
Mongolia, ariaiog from the increased demand and higher prices paid for their produce. Thft improved ptisftion of the 
inhabitiints k pWied in a striking light by the growing use of littie family luxuries, and of a more expeiwive dentript mti 
of household utensils, Riule and uncleanly Lamps and Oandle»ticka of iron, have given way to neater juid mor# ahowy 
articles m.umfaeturetl of tin. The quantity of thut metal tmporteii in j 865, is five times as large bs the quonlity imported 
in 1864. Mfttches are tnking the place of the clunjsy stone and steel 9h 13,000 worth were sold in 1665, nnd nc,t a 
thousand taels worth in J B64* During the pftit year 'jth 3,369 were devoted to the purchasa of Foreign Needles, whilst onl/ 
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fh 72 were tlius expended during the preceding year. 75,000 Mirrors were bought in 1865, and only 42,000 in 1 864. The 
maidens of Mongolia and Manchuria were able to double their use of Rouge and Silk Ribbons. Peculs 154 of the former 
were imported in 1865, against peculs 71 in 1864; and peculs 20 of the latter, against pecids 10 iu 1864. On the other 
hand, that dread of future expense, which characterises even the richest Chinese, retards the employment of Window 
Ghiss. It is objected to, not on account of the high cost, but on account of the impossibility of rejiairiiig it. A strip of 
paper, to mend a cnick in a paper window, coats but one or two cash; whilst a pane of glass, to replace a broken one, 
costs several hundred. No Foreigners forward imports t^^ the interior. A large Swatow firm, however, to which ahnost 
two-thirds of the drug that reaches Ying-tzu are consigne<l, and which may be said therefore to rule the Opium market, 
iinds it, as I have already mentioned, profitible to have an agency at Moukden. 

The probability of this Import Trade continuing to grow each ycir, until Ying-tzu eventually becomes a great 
mart for the products of Foreign Countries, is a question of some interest. It cannot be concealed, that this province is 
a poor one. The older inhabited Southern districts are mostly sterile and mountainous; the value and quantity of Silk 
they produce is nothing in proportion to the extent of country an<l of population ; and the plain of the Sua-muren, hiis 
benefitted to only a limited extent, by the increased demand and higher price paid for PuLse. Moukden is the sole 
exception. Its ancient importance, it* iH)sition as the residence of niiiny and exalted officials, and as the point 
from which highways diverge to all points of the Empire, long ago recommende<l it to those natives of Shaiisi 
who are constantly seeking safe and lucrative investments for their capiUd. To them, Moukden is indebted for 
hjiving become the storehouse of the produce which Mongolia and Manchima send to the Southern and Central 
provinces ; and it is their presence which has converted Moukden into the entrepot for the commodities, which 
tliese provinces send back iu return. Commercial prosperity has augmented the geneml wealth of the place, and 
its inha])itanta are able to indulge iu luxuries, from which their poorer countrymen are compelled to abstain. Still, 
it is that colonised tract of South-eiustern Mongolia, in which the largest quantities of Pulse are produced, — which 
is the principal consumer of the Shirtings, and the Lustres, and the Opium, that arrive here. O^ing to the greater 
value of the fruits of their labour, these Mongolian colonists are growing yearly in wealth; and with their growth 
in wealth, the Siile of the products of Foreign countries is certain to expand. At the same time, there is little doubt 
that the colonization of the North-e-astern portion of the Empire is advancing with wonderful rapidity. But on 
the other hand, there is also little doubt, that once certain limits are overstepi>ed, the advantages which will accrue 
to this port, become questionable. To the North-west of the fruitful region which now draws its supplies from 
Ying-tzii, are mountains, the feet of which are touched by the desert of Gobi, and the ancient course of trade, arid the 
features of tlie country, will ever induce the inhabitants of the Khanates across the desert, to satisfy their scanty wants 
at the great market of Kiachta. As of old, the Western pirts of Inner Mongolia will be provided by the dealers who resort 
to Hankow and to Tientsin. To the East are other mountains, and to the North-e-ist are mountains, and another desert, 
the arid plateau of the Korchin, beyond which the emigrant finds himself in the well watered valleys of Kirin and of 
Tsi-tsi-har, through which twenty streams flow to join the Amoor. But these valleys, well watered as they are, are 
scourged by a climate which neutralises their many other advantages. The Songari, and the Nonni, and the Hurka, 
flow through arable prairies; their cmTent is slow, — they are free from shallows and rapids, — and are in every way well 
adapted for mivigation. But the mubt persevering and enterprising colonist can do little in a country where frost 
withers the grass in August, where snow falls in Septeml)er, and where the ground is frozen seven feet deep from October 
to April. And the extreme cold reiiches even to those districts of Kirin, which are in the same latitude as the most 
fertile portion of Mongolia. This inccmgniity has been attributed to the proximity of the Shan-alin, or Long White 
Mountains^ the Northern slopes of which are covered with perennial snow It is thus uncertain whether the utmost 
exertions of the colonists, will ever win from these inclement regions, that superfluity of substance, without which the* 
products of Foreign countries are unattainable to them. And it is moreover uncertain whether, if their labours are 
unexpectedly protitible, they will find it expedient to convey the produce to the banks of the Sua-muren. Russian 
steamers have penetrated to the capital of Kirin, and though the mouth of the Amoor is ice-locked from November to 
May, there are Russian ports below Nicolayeosk, which are closed merely for two months, or whicli are not closed at alL 
Vladimir Bay is shut only from the middle of December to tlie middle of February; and Port Seymour, now an 
important naval station, and the harbours of Victoria and D' Anville Bays, remain always open. Years ago, the journeys 
of M. de la Bruniere, and of Mr. Venault, proved that communication between the lower valleys of the Songari and of 
the Usuri, was practicable, and that, with a denser population, it would be not only practicable, but easy. In 1858, the 
explorations of M. Verciukof, quoted by M. Ravenstein, showed that the difficulty of crossing from the Usnri to the sea^ 
had been greatly exaggerated, and thcit Russia has acquired the richest and mildest tract of Northern Manchuria. Of 
the valleys of the two affluents of the Usmri, along which he travelled, one was well wooded with oaks and elms ; the 
other was inhabited by Chinese squatters, who grew wheat and millet, and barley, hemp and vegetables. The mountains, 
were low, and cedars among other trees adorned the slopes. Bordering the stream which flowed on the other side towards 
the sea, were many fertile prairies well adapted for settlers. Passes intersect the ridge at Vladimir Bay and at Port 
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Seymour, but Aere can be little question that, if a wise course is pursued by the Russian aUtboriiies, eithef Vladivostok 
in Victoria Bay, or perhaps a more Southern harbour in D'Anvilie Bay, will eventually become the chief commercial 
Btation on the Western coast of the Japanese sea. A few^ miles below D*Anville Bay, is the river Tu-m5n, the North- 
eastern boundary of the Corea; and on the Tu-m^n, a few miles above its mouth, is flun-ch*im, one of the two towns, 
at which, at fixed times, lawful trade is permitted to be carried on between the Coreans and the Chinese. From 
Hun-ch'un roads diverge to the town of Kirin, to Ninguta on the Hurka, and to Lake Hinka on the iTsuri. Thus a 
regular comnmnicition unites Hun-ch'un, and consequently DAnville Bay, with the most important of the incompletely 
colonised districts, and a settlement, a little distance from the Tu-m^n, — enjoying the many advantages that entire 
freedom from ice bestows, — could well compete With Yi ng- tzu for their custom. DAnville Bay possesses the fii-st 
requisite of commercial success. It has something to tempt the visits of traders, — something to offer them in return for 
what they bring. Nature has endowed it plentifully with that edible Seaweed, of which such enormous quantities noW 
reach China from Japan. 

When we cross the Tu-m6n, we are among a strange people, of whom little more is known than of the nntivcS 
of Central Africa. Yet ten Roman Catholic priests are believed to be scattered through the Oorea; two are said to be 
residing in the capital, and four are known to have crossed from Ghefoo in 1865. It is to be regretted, that the desire 
of contributing to the advancement of general knowledge, has not stimulated these enterprising men to tread in the 
footsteps of those illustrious servants of religion, from whom, for so m.my years, Europe learned all she knew regiirJin;,} 
China. During the past year, an English missionary passed some months cruising in a junk along the Western Corean 
coast, and it is to bo hoped that the public will be enabled to enjoy the curious and novel information, which he nmsfc 
have collected. The Northern boundaries of the Oorea, are not often clearly defined in maps. The boundary line starts 
from the mouth of the Tu-men, and follows that river to its sources in the Shan-alin mountains. It runs along the base of 
these mountains, to the source of the Ya-lu, which stream is the line of demarcation, to the head of the Yellow sea. So 
far as can be ascertained, the Corea is poor and sterile, and the inhabitants are peaceful, indolent, and easily content<>d. 
Trade with the outer world is carried on through five channels:— Through the Japanese factory on the Southern cojist; 
through the fairs at Teng-huang-ch'eng in the South Bast of T6ng-tien; and at Hun-ch'un, through the merchants who 
accompany the annual embassies to Peking; and through the Shantung junks, engaged in a contraband traffic on tl\e 
Corean coast. The Japanese are now reported to be draining the country of the precious metals, more especially of 
Silver, which they in most cases insist on receiving in exchange for the Tea and the Lacquered-ware, and the v;u*iou8 
fabrics, that they offer for sale. At Teng-huang-ch'cng there are three trading periods each year; one in the third moon» 
one in the ninth moon, and one in the twelfth moon. The Coreans bring to these fairs their Paper, which much rusoin" 
bles that of Japan, and is used in the windows of the wealthier classes in Manchuria and the Northern provinces. It is 
highly prized on account of its strength, and its imperviousness to damp. They bring also their Cotton Cloths, which 
are even more durable than the famous manufactures of Central China ; and a little Gold, a little Ginseng, an.l Tiger 
Skins. They take away miscellaneous Native products, and Piece Gowls of different classes. The only drug which enters 
the Corea, also passes through T^ng-huang-ch'ong, and as the quantity is small, the consumption of Opiimi by this 
secluded race must be limited. At Hun-ch'tm the fair is conducted on the purest principles of barter. The Mules and 
Asses, the Dogs and Leather of Manchuria, and a certain proportion of Foreign Goods, are exchanged for the Oxen and 
Ponies, the Cloth and the Paper, of the Corea. The fair takes place in the twelfth moon of each year, and business is 
carried on under the 8uper\nsion of two Officers who are despatched expressly from Peking, by the Board of Civil Ofl'ice. 
Corea sends annually two missions to Peking ; one in the ninth moon, and one in the twelfth mooUi Two merchant.- 
attach themselves to the first, but long lines of carts may be seen following in the train of the enibjissy, which usually 
passes through Moukden in Janmiry. These carts are laden with Piip*?r, Cloth, and Ginseng. Probably eight-t^-nths of 
the Corean Ginseng that reaches China, is admitted in this way. Tliey return with miscellaneous Native products and 
Foreign fabrics. Though trading on the journey is not prohibited, it is seemingly rarely resorted to» Their adhereiuv 
to ancient customs, induces them to still procure in the capital, articles which, during recent ye^urs, at lejist, m'vjrht be 
purchased more chejiply in this province. About twenty Shantimg junks laden with Foreign Cotton Piece Gou^ls, 
cruise, each yeiur, along the Western Corean coast. It is estimated that about 8,000 pieces thus cross the Yellow Sea. 
The traders are alway desirous of receiving Ginseng in exchange ; when, however, the quantities offered of it are 
insufficient, they accept Seaweed and Shell Fish. In tliese transactions, Money is unknown ; a piece of Shirtings will jmr- 
chase so many sticks of Ginseng, or so many peculs of Seaweed. The traffic is strictly rej)ressed by the Corean Govern- 
ment, and natives detected in the prosecution of it are punishc'l by death. Cotton of a fine (piality is grown in tho 
Corea, but it would appear to be inadequate for the wants of the inhabitants. The quantity of Foreign fabric^^ wl.ioli 
they yearly buy, greatly exceeds the quantity of Native Cloth, which they yearly sell. The fiiture of the Corea lies in 
the expansion of the Seaweed trade, in the production of Silk, and in the improvement of her Gold mines. In 1S64, 
nearly five hundred thousand taels worth of Seaweed reached Shanghai alone, from Japan; and as an exporter of fliis 
■trange article of food, the Corea migiit well compete with Niphon and* With Yesso. She possiB»ses both the shrub oak 
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and the miin)erry ; her Gold mines are known to l>e numerous, and all enquiries would Ictid to the concIusioTi, that, tf 
properly worked, they would be rich. The great obstacle to jM-ogress is the character of the people. After centurie* 
of seclusion, the Japanese was found as industrious and as enterprising, as the most industrious and enterprising of 
Western races ; but the Corean reminds those who see him, of the sluggish and apathetic Mongol. Intercouree with a 
su]>erior race, must teach them the value of their resources, and the be^st means of developing them. But it is beyond 
the (juestion, to enquire to what magnitude Foreign trade m^iy then attain. There can 1 e little doubt, that it will be 
in no way connected with this port. 

In the meantime, we caimot ignore that Vla<livostok, or a more Southern settlement in D'Anville Bay, enjoy grejit 
facilities tor supplying the at present limited wants of the Corea. The Russian is not an unknown name on the Southern 
bank of the Tu-men; and if Hnn-ch\m even partially tikes the phice of Teng-huang-ch'eng, the trade of this port will, 
under present circumstances, proportionately suffer. For the dealers of Teng-huang-ch'iing i.ow provide themselves with 
Opium and with Piece Goods, at Moukden and at Ying-tzu. Their Paper and their Corean C'loth Hre ordinarily disposed 
of at tiie foniier city for provincial distribution and consumption, but some Girl^eng and some Tiger Skins are not unfre- 
quently bartered away here. Indeed, tawny rows of Tiger Skins dangling over the o\yen fronts of the great retailing shop* 
in tlie main street, are no uncertain sign that dealers from the South-east liave made their appeamnce. No Corean 
Ginseng is exported in Foreign vessels ; owing to the high duty to which it is liable, it is, I fear, chiefly smuggled away 
in junks. 

But it is not only the growth of Hun-ch'im, that is to be dreaded. There are grounds for believing, that if 
Teng-hunngH;h'eng maintiiins its old importance, its trade will eventually revert to Ta-ku-shan. Ta-ku-shan is the most 
Easicrn Chinese port on the Yellow Seu, and is about forty luiles distant from Teng-huang-ch eng. It is situated at the 
mouth of the Yang-ho, a sliort and impetuous mounttiin strciun ; but thirty mile? E;\st of the Yang-ho, is the mouth of 
the Ya-lu. The change which has recently taken place is to be attributed to the greater wealth and commercial pros- 
perity of this town, and of Moukden affording the dealers better facilities for the disposal of their (.Korean wares, — to th& 
poitiible character of these wares,— to the larger selection of Lnports offered at Ying-tzu and at the latter city, and to the 
economy arising from their conveyance here being effected by Foreign vessels counterbalancing the cost of one hundred- 
and fifty miles of land cjirriage. At present the Western or Chinese half of the Ya-lu valley is inhabited by hardy but 
somewhat lawless settlers, who mainly support existence by felling timber. They floiit it to the mouth of the Ya-lu, 
wheui^e the junks of Ta-ku-shan ship it to Shantung and to Chihli. But the valley of the Ya-lu possesses a grexit supe- 
riority over Northern Manchuria, and over those narrow ravi.ies and sterile slopes which iire the distinguishing feature* 
of the mure South-western portions of Ting-tun. Though of little width near the sea, it, higher up, expands into a wide 
and level plain, from which the peaks of Shan-alin ward off those bitter North winds, that accelerate winter in Kirin and 
in Tsi-tc<i-h{ir. As years pass on, as the forests are cleared away, and as settlers increase in number, agriculture will be 
resorted to, and Pulse, for which the soil of the milder portions of this part of Asia is so admirably adapted, will be cul- 
tivated in large quantities. Will this Pube be shipped from Ta-ku-shan I or will it be shipped from Ying-tzu ? Owing: 
to the ancieut and close rehitions existing between the re;\rer« and the agents of the Shantung weavers, and doubtless 
also to the short time occupied by the voyage, even Silk Cocoons, precious and portable a* they are, are still forwarded in 
junks to Cliefoo; and the actual currents of traffic on the whole demonstrate that, whilst the conveyance to the port of 
discharge in Foreign vessels, merely just compensates for an expensive and tediuus land transport of articles, that are light 
in proportion to their value, it is far more economical to ship heavy and cumbrous commodities in junks from an adjacent 
port, than in Foreign vessels from a distant one lying at the other end of tlie province, and on the other side of a range 
of laountiiins. We are therefore fab-ly justified in iissuming that Ta-ku-shan will not forfeit the advantages to which it 
is entitled by its position, as the natural outlet of the products of the Ya-lu valley ; and if it be from Ta-ku-shan that the 
Pulse is exjwrted, it is most assuredly to Ta-ku-sLin that the equivalent proportion of Imports will return. Not only 
would a remunenitive Export freight be too exorbitant, if the junks were to come back in balhist, but even now the 
squatters and farmers who resort to these Southern ports, are paid, in various commodities of which they may stand in 
need, for nine- tenths of the value of their Wood and of their Pulse ; and the seaboard dealers too highly appreciate the 
double profit that accrues to them, to allow of a change of system. When Ta-ku-slian thus becomes the centre of a great 
Export and of a great Import Trade, it will present to the merchants of the neighbouring city that large selection, and 
those facilities, the absence of which has now induced them to desert to the North. * The superiority which Ying-tzu and 
Moukden must still retain, will be neutralized by the proximity of their Southern rival^ and the Gulf of Liao-tung will 
be forced to restore to the Yellow Sea, the commerce of which she has robbed her. 

The Import IWle of Ying-tzu wQl probably advance, until it equals the Kxport Trade in value. But there the 
advance will be ari-ested farther, and no great development of the Export Trade can be anticipated. So far as it is possi- 
ble to form an opinion to-day, there is but little prospect of shipments of Coal or of Silk ever proving remunerative ; 
few producing districts, that are likely to send produce to Ying-tzu, are not now doing so ; and after all, the extent ta 
which, in a certain area, a large demand and high prices can stimulate cultivation, is but 1 united. 
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If a dense and indiistrioiYS population vanquishes an arctic climate, and extorts unlooked-for treasures from 
the incle!uent regions of the North; if the woods of the sheltered plain through which the Ya-lu flows are swept awaj, 
and other and more useful fruits are gathered from its soil; and if an improved civilisation develops the resources of the 
secluded country to the South, — they will each find nearer and more convenient channels for disposing of their super- 
fluous wealth, aud for satisfying the wants which the possession of it will create. 

I am, Sir, • 

Your obedient Servant, 

A. MACPHERSON, 

Commimoner of Cmtoim. 



REPORT ON THE TRADE AT THE PORT OF 



TIENTSIN, 



FOR THE YEAR 1866. 



OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 

TIENTSIN, 31ST jANUikRT, 1866. 



SIR,— Business of iiiiportance taking me away from Tientsin, before the final closing of the Port, I am pre- 
vented from entering very minutely into the state of trade for the year 1865, as compared with that of 1864, — the 
accounts for the year then not*having been completed. I will, however, endeavour to furnish such data, as may enable 
the reader to fonn a tolerably correct idea of its progress and development. 

An accuritte estimate of the trade of the Port of Tientsin and of its value to the Foreigner, can only be obtained 
by a comparison of the present with the past three or four years. The Foreign Inspectorate has been established now 
nearly four years, and careful record has been kept during that period of the several Imports and Exports pjissed through 
the Office of Foreign Customs. By reference to them, therefore, we shall observe tlie yearly fluctuations in the market, 
and be enabled to deduce much useful and varied information. I propose to look back over the returns for 1861, 
*62, *63, '64, and form a comparative table for the Import of Opium and Cotton Piece Goods,— articles in which Fore ignera 
are mostly interested. In the following Table I make no distinction between those imported from Foreign or Nativt 
Ports, but include them all under one heading. 



Goods, 



Grey Shirtings, Pites. 

White Shirtings, „ 

Dyed Shirtings, „ 

White Spots and Brocades, „ 

T-Cloths, 24 Yards, „ 

Drills, American, „ 

Turkey Red Cambrics, „ 

Lastings, „ 

Lastings, Imitation, „ 

Long Ells, „ 

Spanish Stripes, „ 

Camlets, English, „ 

Malwa, Pa'uls. 

Patna, „ 

Benares, „ 

Turkey, „ 

Persian, „ 

Prepared Opium, „ 

Native Opium, „ 



1861. 



891,468 

199,762 

49,090 

103,165 

160,596 

92,615 

2,898 

4i472 

2,907 
1,725 
2,775 
1,482.00 



1862. 



465,837 
1 19,902 

80,371 
108,346 
169,277 

56,076 

7,525 
717 

3,210 

3,043 
4,326 
3,389.00 
268.80 



84.00. 



1863. 



86,151 

30,257 
964 

4,897 
21,599 

3,705 
18,000 

797 

142 
3,486 
1,328 
3,042 

3,571.49 
63.06 



98.59 
15.81 



1864. 



164,359 

72,135 
14,948 

13,139 
36,520 

1,940 

6,860 

2,322 
10,185 

1,345 
6,910 
4,661 
2,674.00 
152.64 
9.60 



42.92 



1865. 



515,899 

124,907 

18,880 

24,897 
85,884 
3,530 
19,177 
2,648 
9,401 
540 
6,290 
10,297 
4,349.50 
717.63 
364.80 
18.46 
108.50 
65.18J 



To Robert Hart, Esq., 

Inspector General of Customs* 
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We sec by the foregoing that the der.iaTid for Cotton manufactures after the first year, i^6i, rapidly decfinecfy 
until in 1863 it reached its minimum, — the sin-jlc article of Grey Shirtings showing a difiference of upwards of 800,000 
pieces. From 1863 until the present its increase h-is been ahnost as rapid as its previous decline, and we have every 
reason to expect a still further advance. The present price of Foreign Piece Goods, although much lower than in 1864, 
still prevents the lower cliiss of Chinese from becoming p^ircluisers. To the American war, and consequent scarcity of 
Cotton, must doubtless be attributed this great falling oif during the years 1863 and 1864, as we find that on the cessa- 
tion of active hastilities in America, the consumption of Grey Shirtings is tripled, and tluit of White Shirthigs is largely 
increased, as is seen by comparing the yeai-s 1864 and 1865. But this trade, although it has reached its present dimen- 
sions, is of little value to the Foreign Merchant, so long as it is carried on on its present system. Tientsin, although one 
of the largest consuming ports for Foreign manufactures in China, receives nearly all its supplies from Shanghai. Tlie 
Chinese merchant is therefore in the habit of proceeding direct to Shanghai to purchitse his stock, thereby escaping the- 
extra charges necessarily made by the Foreign agent in Tientsin, and is in this manner enabled to undersell his Foreign 
competitor. Should a direct trade however be opened with Europe, this might be obviated, with evident benefit to- 
both Foreigner and Chinamiin, as it would enable the former to supply the market of the latter with Foreign produce at 
a lower rate than the same could be piirchased at Shanghai. Compare the consumption of Cotton Goods at Tientsin ia 
1 864, with that at several of the other Ports, and the result will be found very favorable to the fonuer. 



Goods. 


SUANOHAI. 


Canton. 


SWATOW. 


Amoy. 


FUOCHOW. 


Tientsin. 


G rev Shirtings, Pieces. 

White, „ , 


550,391 
212,286 

72,735 
171,340 

15,685 


44,216 
42,376 
14,457 
22,352 
192 


20,986 

8,3«7 

2,700 

7,000 

910 


24,972 ^ 
13,602 

5,154 
2,334 
5,390 


47,627 
16,182 

2,5^55 
57,9«9 

4,088 


164,359 

72,135 

i4,94« 

36,520 

5,840 


i>yed „ „ 

T'CAoths, 24 Yards, „ 


Turkey Red Cioth, „ 





Of the 550,391 pieces of Grey Sliirtings importM into Shanghai, no leas than 163,000 were re-exported to* 
Tientsin, 39,000 to CJhefoo, 33 to Kiukiang, and nearly 149,000 to Hankow. 

The above is sufficient to show the impoitiuice of Tientsin as a consumer of Foreign manufactures, and to justify 
mc in arriving at the co:ic!usi,on that a direct trjKle could be carried on with Eurojx) with benefit to all parties interested. 
Vessels of from 200 to 300 tons might be employed, and if drawing less than 1 1 feet water might come direct to Tsze-chu- 
li'!, and discluirge their contents at the very Godowns of t4ie Merchants. These vessels might be induced to make Takoc* 
tfieir final destination at a very little increased rate of freight over and above that which they would require if only 
bound to Sliaughai. Merchandize thus brought into the m-irket would avoid tlie heavy charges of coiist freight, &c. 

The great incre.ise in the Import of Opium imiy be attributed to^ the ettect of an Imperial Edict, promulgated 
early in 1S65, forbidding the growth and cultivation of the Poppy in China. This Etlict, although it is not likely 
to entirely do away with the Native dnig, will go far towjtrds reducing its quantity. Latterly, the cultivation of the- 
Poppy has been c^arried on to so great an extent, that the production of Wheat, Corn, &c., has suffered severely. 

The Foreign Metals, Needles and Matches, imported into Tientsin during 1865^ compares as follows with 
1863 and 1864: — 



Goods. 



1863. 



1864. 



1865. 



Lead Fccttls 

Iron Manufactured, „ 

►"^teei, „ 

Quicksilver, „ 

Tin, , 

Tin Plates, ;. 

Need les, /^.ces 

Matches, (' oss 



1,735.43 

45172 

86.78 
715.2a 
20,545,000 
131,263 



5,802.07 

1.55 

3,714.10 

221.87 

157.50 

9^3.36 

141,563,000 

40,973 



13,192.04 

200.00 

4,049.26 

237.06 

1,284.40 

3,510.23 

309,575,000 

52,257 



The great increa.se in Lead, Tin PI; 11. 4 and Tin may be observed. The consumption of Needles, is worthy of 
comment. In 1861 and 1862, the Import w.is small, but since then it has increased to an astonishing extent. These 
Needles find their way in Large quantities to the Corea, bartered away in exchange for Ginseng and other Corean produce. 
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The Chinese Needle is made by the hand, and is conseqiiently very rude and ill adapted for use. This trade has been 
found very remuuerdtive. The remaining important articles of Import, all Native produce, are as follows: — 



Goods. 



Hemp, Pcculs 

Paper, ist Quality, 

» 2nd „ 

Sugar, Brown, 

„ White, 

Tea, Black, 

„ Green, 

Brick Tea, 

Silk Piece Goods, 

„ Ribbons, 



1863. 



138.40 
13,745.51 
28,53149 
21,367.04 
19,822.17 

14,635-23 
39.20 

12,197.53 
755.26 
137.61 



1864. 



46336 

7,248.74 

13,209.29 

87,315.00 

64,413.00 

9,573-66 

248.13 

12,035.44 

1,345-76 

535-63 



1865. 



648.24 
13,366.97 
12,473.94 
70,920.39 
78,608.38 

7,953-41 

268.43 

12,359.16 

1,443.46 
436.8 1 i 



The trade in Brick Tea is entirely carried on by the Russian Merchant ; it comes from Hankow via Shanghai 
packed in baskets, and is thence transported into Russia via Kiachta, on the backs of camels. A considerable portion is 
consumed in Mongolia. 

At present there is no direct trade with any Foreign countries excepting Japan and Siam. The latter is utterly 
unimportant, only one ship having found its way from Bangkok during the year 1865. 

Direct communication and trade with Japan is much on the increase, as may be seen by ^le adjoining table. 
15 Vessels have arrived at the port direct from Japan during the year 1865, only 9 having done so in 1864, 



Goods. 



Seaweed, Pecuh 

Tea Dust, 

Biche de Mer, Black, 

„ „ „ White, 

Camphor, 

Ginger, ; 

Tea, Black, 



1864. 



4,^7-79 
587.09 

57.11 

119.00 

381.60 

165.00 

2,393-o6 



1865. 



21,377-86 

1,192.34 

10.89 

326.58 

25.12 

310.80 

1,667.00 



Of the above. Tea Dust and Seaweed have been found highly remunerative. 

The total value of the Import Trade at the Port of Tientsin has been as follows, calculating from the establish- 
ment of the Foreign Inspectorate. 

Value of Imports. 



I86I. 


1862. 


1863. 


1864. 


1865. 


5,014,071 


H,1h 
7,095,811 


H.fh 
6^75,225 


H,7h 
7,645,422 


H.7h 
",852,437 



EXPORT TRADE. 

The Exports from Tientsin are compared with the Imports very small and insignificant, both in variety and 
value, and I fear there is not much prospect of a large development. The Province of Chihli itself, compared with 

others far from productive, is bounded on all sides by land equally storile. Shansi ( |^^ ^ ) is notorious for its 
poverty of soil, producing little. Mongolia, with its immense extent of almc^t boundless prairie, can likewise furnish scarcely 
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anything save Sheep and Cattle. The adjoining province of Shantung, although considerably Btnaller, is hr more 
fertile than Chihli, as is apparent from the Government return of Land Rents and Taxes. But only a very small portion 
of Shantung produce finds its way seaward by the port of Tientsin. By far the larger pjirt is shipped at Yentoi, the 

open port of Tung-chang-foo, and the Chinese port of Chiao-chou { ^^ /H ^ *® *'^*® southward of the Promontory. 
Chihli has therefore to depend on itself for its Exports, receiving little assiFtance from the neighbouring and inland 
provinces. 

That portion of Chihli traversed by the Grand Canal is unquestionably the most fertile. The immense tract of 
country stretching from Peking to the Great Wall is nothing but a rocky waste, scarcely capable, I should imagine, of 
supporting its scanty population. Coal, however, is found everywhere in considerable quantities, and if properly worked 
would no doubt yield a large return. The bituminous Coal found in the neighbourhood of Peking bums almost as well 
as the EngiLsh Coal, and the mines are of great extent; but the mode of tmnsport (on the backs of camels), together with 
the primitive means employed in mining, makes this supply very limited and costly, compared with what it might be if 
aided by capital and science. This Coal is found about 60 miles from Peking cropping out of the sides of the hills. 
The people in the neighbourhood and the owners of the land are very poor, quite unable to lay out any capital to 
improve their property. Very little of this good Coal finds its way to Tientsin, it being too expensive. Could it be 
laid down at a reasonable price, I believe it would be burnt on board the sevenil steamers that frequent the port The 
heavy duty however levied on native Coal would be a great opponent to the development of this trade,~a trade that 
would yield a fine revenue, and give eniplovment to a vast number of the native population, and would moreover be the 
means of inducing the Chinese themselves to turn their national industry into endeavouring to open out the mineral 
wealth of China. The only method by which this great source of wealth could be really developed and turned to the 
benefit of the country, would be by laying out capital to a considerable extent in the construction of iron tramways, &c., 
for the transport of Jthe Coal, and machinery for the better working of the mines, all placed under the supervision of a 
competent and practical Engineer. The great enemy to be contended against is water, and not having any proper 
means for draining it off, their excavations have not penetrated far below the surface, although horizontally their 
tunnelling extends to nearly two miles. Some time, I fear, will elapse, before the Government will sanction sncfa a 
politic step. 

The prinicipal Exports from Tientsin may be seen by the following table: — 



Goods. 



1863. 



1864. 



1865. 



Alum, Copperas, FecuU. 

Apples and Pears, „ 

Date^ Black, „ 

„ Red, „ 

Grain, „ 

Horns, Deer, Young, Pairt. 

Medicine, PecuU. 

Seeda, Melon, „ 

„ Sesamum, „ 

Soap „ 

Tobacco, „ 

Cotton, „ 



716.20 

2,417.76 

5»S83.34 

14,851.83 

• 2,694,00 

122^ 

18,465.99 

2,926.49 

8,(528.76 
1,460.18 
2,366.08 



87703 


1,291.55 


3,575.80 


5,425.96 


998.00 


7,102.03 


3,607.30 


7,557.54 


11,550.00 


41,132.87 


1,578.00 


3,i6oJ 


59,762.44 


29,263.23 


818.70 


1,947.55 


2,343.00 


3,294.70 


5,079.65 


12,792.40 


5,645.12 


6,378.62 


67,282.19 


62,758.91 



The cultivation of Cotton is carried on to a considerable extent all over Chihli ; it is next to impossible, how- 
ever, to calculate the quantity to any exactness, and the number of peculs exported is equally difficult to estimate. Much 
finds its way south by Native junks, and the account kept of that portion is so imperfect, that correctness could not be 
arrived at. So far, however, as we are able to judge from our observation, trade in Cotton is likely to remunerate as an 
Export to the Southern ports of China,— Indian Cotton finding a market in England instead of as formerly in Canton. 

The exjwrt of Grain, principally to the Southern ports of Swatow and Amoy, during the year 1865, fiir 
exceeds that of 1864, a sure pnK)f of agricultural prosperity and plenty. 

Tientsin is one of the largest exporters of Medicines of every description, scarcely a vessel leaving the port with- 
out some on board, but their value is not great considering their weight Young Deer Horns from Sheng-king ( ^^ S^y ) 
»nd Ginseng, both Native and from Coreti, are the most valuable, but the quantity of the latter is very inconsiderable. 
Tiiese genemlly find a market in Canton. 
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The article known as Fan-chien or Soap, finds its way southwards, in quantities varying from 7,ocx) to 10,000 
peculs per annum. This is a kind of animal alkali or li, found on the borders of Mongolia in the neighbourhood of Chang-chia- 
k'uu. It is brought down in large blocks of two piculs each on the backs of camels, ea<;h animal carrying two blocks, but 
it is a very imperfect substitute for Foreign Soap. The export of Skins is very large and varied. The principal are Sheep, 
Lamb, Fox and Squirrel. Sables come pruicipally from Sheng-king and the Corea, and may be purchased in considerable 

numbers. The manufacture of Felt is carried on at several places in the North of China. At Suen-hwa^foo ( ^f -w^ j^ ) 
there is a large establishment kept, besides others of less note. Felt is used for many purposes: — for Carpeting, Tents 
in Mongolia, Caps, Stockings, etc. It varies much in quality, but is not to be compared to the Foreign Felt. The 
export of Wool, both Sheep and Camel, is at present so small as to be scarcely worthy of mention. All that reaches 
Tientsin comes from Mongolia, from the neighbourhood and beyond La-ma-miao. The best Camels' Wool finds a 
market in Russia, where it is amongst other uses, employed for padding clothes, it being considered warmer than Cotton. 
The Camels' Wool exported from Tientsin is of a most inferior quality, dirty, and plentifully mixed with hair; its value 
averages bout 5 Taels a picul. The superior kind can be purchased in Mc»ngo]ia at the rate of 10 or 11 Taels per picul. 
Many Camels are kept for the sole purpose of collecting the fleeces; the wool of those employed for travelling and 
•carrying burdens is of little or no value. A heavy fleece of a full grown Camel will not generally exceed 5 catties in 
weight. They shed their fleeces in spring 

La-Ma-Miao ((^ ^ ^) and Kuei-Hua-Cheng (|^>f|^^) are the two great trading marts for the Chinese 
and Mongolians. During the winter every place wears a gloomy and dismal aspect; the intense cold confines the people 
to their homes, and all that can get away do so to some more favored tilinie. Rarly in spring, however, everything bursts 
into life. Merchants come from all parts to traffic. Foreign and Country goods are bartered away for Sheep, Cattle, Wools, 
•etc. Brick Tea is in great demand, being far more sought after than money. Money is of little value to the Mongols ; 
their waut^ are few and easily supplied, being sparing and frugal in the^extreme, and like most pastoral people care Iitt]»> 
for the luxuries of life, possibly from their ignorance of them. Simple and kind in their habits and dispositions, the 
traveller will always find himself welcome in the poorest encampment. The encampmeuta seldom exceed 25 persons, 
old and young. Their tents are of felt, of circular form, with a tire on the ground in the centre, and a hole in the roof 
for the smoke to escape. The dung of sheep, cattle and horses found in the prairies is the only fuel that is to be pro- 
cured in Mongolia; it gives very little heat, and emits an odour far from agreeable. In each encampment there is a 
certain number of Lama Priests. The Mongolian, if not a soldier, is bound to a life of celibacy and priesthood, the 
proportion of each being fixed by law and custom. 

To see Mongolia to perfection it should be visited in either spring or autumn. The climate b then magnifi- 
•cent, and the fine pastures are covered with countless herds of sheep and cattle. Not a tree to be seen, the eye waii- 
ders over almost unlimited space. The sky without a cloud, and the air of that peculiar pure and buoyant character 
"SO seldom met with* in any part of the world. I was reminded of the high lands in Australia and California, compared 
to which no better climate can exist. The plain of Mongolia I should say is between 4,000 to 5,000 feet above the 

level of the sea. There are three Passes into Mongolia from Tientsin,— one by Chang-chia-k'ou ( J^ ^^ |lj ), one by 
Tu-shih-k'ou ( ^]) JS PI )? a^d the last by Ku-pei-k'ou ( "jt ^u P )• Of these the first is the most easy, the second 
the most difficult, and the third the largest and most picturesque. At Chang-chia-k'on, several Russians are est-iblished, 
carrying on a formidable trade or rather forwarding agency. The merchant who wishes to proceed to La-nia-miao 
from Tientsin always selects the Ku-pei-k'ou route, as the most direct, but should his business call him to Kwei-hwa- 
chcng, he would choose Chang-chia-k'ou. Either road can be travelled by cart, although in some places it is very bad 
and rocky. Merchandise however is universally carried up and down on the backs of camelB. Many hundreds of 
these patient and useful animals may be met with every day. They tmvel much by night ; they are not rapid in their 
movements, but persevering and untiring. A strong laden camel can travel at the rate (»f about 60 li for several succes- 
sive days. Camels are fastened one to the other by a cord passing from the pack of the leading camel, to a ring throu^^h 
the nose of the one following in rear. In this way perhaps as many as twenty may be met with, one or two of them ridden 
by their keepers. A steady old camel leads the way, and the rest follow with that peculiar stealthy noiseless stop that 
scarcely gives notice of their approach. By moonlight, if such a caravan is met with, it has a singularly ghost-like n])- 
pearance. The price of camels vary from 20 to 30 taels each. Some of these animals are very vicious in their hal>it«5, 
and are obliged to have their mouths confined by nose bags to prevent them biting their keepers, but these are excep- 
tions. Je-h*o ^^ ypj is a considerable place, about four days from Peking, and of trade second only to La-ma-miao; \^ 
is quite in the mountainous country, surrounded by mountains of various heights and peculiar shape, to several of whi( h 
the Chinese attach peculiju" significance, and many a legend is told of them. From La-ma-miao, Je-h'o can be reach' d 
in about seven davs; the whole distance is a gradual descent down a mountain gap, which in spring: or autumn must be of 
great beauty, Je-h'o is famous for the Emperor's Winter Palace, and for its temples all built by the Emperor Chien-lung, 
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said to be the finest in China excepting the Confucian ; their exterior ig peculiar— a simple square of great size with flat 
roofs. In the one I saw there was a figure of Budh upwards of 70 feet in height, exceeding that in Peking in size, and 
covered with gold without a flaw, although upwards of 100 years old. The gold was said to be nearly the thickness of 
a copper cash. I obtained admittance quite by accident, for generally these temples are closed to the Foreigner. In 
winter the cold in Mongolia is so excessive, that strong spirit freezes ; it has been seen hanging in icicles from a cart 
when a bottle chanced to be broken. 

Among the exports from Mongolia, Mushrooms may be noted ; nearly 340 peculs left the port in 1864. They 
are esteemed a great delicacy, and their price is far beyond the means of the poorer classes. 

The total value of the Export Trade at this Port since the establishment of the Foreign Customs, is as 
follows : — 

Value of Exports, kot including Treasure. 



1861. 


1862. 


1863. 


1864. 


1865. 


H. 1U 
461,573 


407,491 


913,217 


H. m 
1,710,786 


H. Th 
1,691,961 



Total Value of Import* and Exports during the same Period: — 

Total Value, Treasuice not included. 



I86I. 


1862. 


1863. 


1864. 


1865. 


7h 
5,475,644 


Til 
7,503,302 


7h 
7,188,442 


9,376,208 


7h 
13,544,353 



Treasure Return. 

Import of Treasure during the year 1 865, from Shanghai and Qiefoo, fh 1 29,900* 

Export of Treasure during the year 1865, to Shan^iai, Chefoo and Hongkong, Th 3,671,641 

SHIPPING. 

The return of Shipping for the last five years, is very favorable, showing a steady increase since 1862 a» 
follows : — 



1861. 


1862. 


1863. 


1864. 


1865. 


Vessels, 


Tons. 


Vessels. 


Tons. 


Vessels. 


Tons. 


Vessels. 


Tons. 


Vessels. 


Tons. 


III 


26,561 


87 


21,921 


134 


36,276 


185 


45,968 


209 


60,049 



Of these in 1865, 102 were British vessek, 98 Sundry, and 9 American. Of tihe British vessels, 67 were 
Steamers, all either from Shanghai or Hongkong. 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

The disadvantages of Tientsin aa a Port for Trade are few, and could be easily overcome. The bar at the 
entrance of the River is not a dangerous one^ but the excessive lownesa of the land at Taku renders it necessary ta 
establish a Lightship or Beacon, of such dimensions as to be clearly visible from some considerable distanoe. The land 
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from Tiintain to Tnkoo, a distance of some %j miles, ii nothing but ao extensive Alluviiil deponiti with not A ttUlock or 
luoiitid of iiaj desscriptioa. At T^i^ka the land is Bq flat as to raakt it very difficult for n atniBger to detect the entrance to 
the Etver, There are two nuohotagei -an Outer and an Innsr. The Ooter ftnchorage extends from the Cm^toms' Junk to 
ttiree miles outside the Burt Seaward j and the Inuor from Leang-chin-yiien on the JSouth^ to the Custom*' Jetty^ Tsze-ohu- 
lin, on the North. TJie River from Taku to Tientsin ia not eiLsiJy navigated, owing to ite oircuitoiis course. So exvm* 
Kive U thiii, that although tlie distance from Taku to Tsze~chu-lin bj the road h only 34 miles, by water it is upwardl 
uf 60. iSiiiliiig V easels of or under 1 1 feet firaught may tind sufficient water, and Steamers of 1 1 feet 6 inches draughty 
iKive beeti known to come to the Settlement almost without a check at the period of spring tides* The Sailing vesacU 
frequenting the Port are generally Continental, of a small handy build, averaging about 2 10 tons. The trade in Foreign 
uooih, 80 lung as Shanghai ia aekoowledged tta its emporium, muat be entirely carried on by Stetunera. The Chinese 
themselves hdve the greatest confidence In them, and the passengier traffic ia very large. The land-route ia almost 
entirely nbaudoned now by ali the Miindarina proceiHJing south from Peking^ and scarcely a Steamer leaves the Port 
but some odicial of rank takes his passage. 

Another fertile cause of mischief is the br;;^ Junk Trade carried on between Tientsin and the Southern Porta 
of Swatow, Atuoy, &c. The veHseU employed in tlus trade, from their awkward build and great size, are very difficult to 
mau;t^^e in a tideway, cDUsequeiitly collisions in tLe River during 1865 have been very frequent. Stringent regulations 
were dnti*ii up by Mr, Couj^id Mougan, and published for the information of the British iihipping Masters; and H. E* 
Chung-^HoUj the Superinteudeut of Customs, did m fikewise for the Chinese junks, but the diffictdties are not overcome* 
Active measurca shtiuld be taktn to secure that atrict obedience be piid to thoae most indut&ry rules. Unfortunately, the 
Ptrjrt of KO'Ku (^S *{fy)t where all the Southern junks diiichai^ their Cargo, ii aitiiated half way between 
Ttkku and Tgze-chu-lin, at one of the most diJgcuLt bends of the River, and as many aa 150 large jtrnka of great height 
and si^ arrive abuost Jiimultaneously about the efid of July and beginning of August, and do not leave much before the 
middle of October* These ve^eis are sometimes moored 13 abreast ^ sciux^ely leaving room for a steamer to paas. 
Cullisions in cases such aa this cannot well be avoided, be the vesfjel ever so well handled Rebellion being over now in 
Che-kiaag province, we may expect large fleets of grain junks every year. This year, in Uie month of May, 40 arrived 
and 'weut cmwded iu a body up to Tientsin, anehoring in all parts of the river, making navigation both difficult and 
dangerous. Every year the number of these vessels is likely to increase, and if the same system be continue^l the river 
Will bo imp!iA^.^b!e* If only a cerUtin number at a time were allowed to enter the river for tho purpose of discharging 
tlieir giaui, all this might be obviated. Formerly, before the Yellow River hfid burst through its barrier, and when the 
Uraoii C#iijal Wita in good order the whole way from Ohinkiang to Tientsiji, all the Bouthtnii Grain Junka found their 
way by the inl-iud route. Now the Grand Canal is no longer of the use for which it wjia at Jirat intended, and in future 
ail Grain frtjm the South must pass inwards by the sea route. Although this great work i& in such a sadly dilapidated 
state, still it is the i^al cjiuse of Tientsin being such an imix>rtant Port At no other Port in China, if we except 
Shanghai and possibly Canton, is the water commmiicatioQ with the interior so good as at Tientsin ; up to the month 
of June the Carnal is very shallow, puii^iitble only for small boats, but when the Yellow River is swollen, and over-flowing 

with the melting of the snows in Thibet, meets with its tributary the canal at Chang-chiu (j^ .^) in Shantung, 
the str^m rapidly incrmaes, until it is deep enough in the month of July for large weigh^carrying junks to proceed far 
away mto the interior. The whole distance from Tientsin to Lin-Tsing (Jg ^S) 1000 H^ is then covered with 
numbers of native craft of al! sites, tracked agiiinst the stream, laden with Foreign goods and Southern produco. From 
lin-Tsing the Wei H'o {^^ ^^) meets the canal, and connects it with Ta-Mlng-Foo (^^ ^ J|J) and Honan. 
It it thus that the great Provinces of Honan, Shansi and Shensi are supplied, aa also the inland portion of Shantung, 

Tse-Nan-Foo (s^^j^) ^^^ Tung-Chang-Foo (^ ^ lif^") * "^^^ ^ *'^® ^** ^^^"^^^ ^^^ Tientsin Is likely 
to be ptwsibly the grejitest consumer of Foreign manufaclureis in China, as soon as the price of the goods ia cheap* 
enongh for the poorer classes to piuvhiuse. 

The export of Raw Cotton, tf it continues as it has begun, will also be a great source of prosperity to Chili and 
to Tieut«in, as it wdl put money into the hands of the pour agricultural labourer, and emible him to purchase in return 
tlie manufjtctured article. 

The closing of the Port during the wbt«r months may be looked on as one of the greatest disadvantages, and 
much the more so as it is beyond human skill to surmount. The River smce we have been acquainted with it, &e^ea 
over at Takoo about the loth December, and re-opens about the loth or uth March, The River at T^-iihu-lin i» 
impasiitible for cargo boats possibly 10 days earlier. Duriug these three months the Miiil reaches Tientsin with great 
uncertainty, as few steamers visit Chefoo, our nearest Port of communication during the winter* If a direct line was 
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opened between Chinkiang and Tientsin by land, then there is no reason why the mail should not be delivered every 
fortnight even in the midst of winter. The distance from Chinkiang to Tientsin can under ordinary circumstances be 
traversed in 1 8 days ; if therefore the mail was forwarded direct to some Agent at Chinkiang from Shanghai, the rest 
would be easy. This latter route also would not be so likely to be blocked up with snow, — the snow falling far mor« 
heavily in the Shantung Promontory than it does farther inland. 



I am, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 



wm. baker, 

Acting Commissioner of Customs 
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REPORT ON THE TRADE AT THE PORT OF 

CHEFOO, 

FOR THE YEAR 1865. 



OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 
CHEFOO, January 31ST, 1866. 

SIR, — I have the honor to address to you the foU owing remarks on the trade of this port, during 1865. 
The following figures will shew its value as compared with that for 1864 : — 

IMPORTS. 1865. 1864, 

Value of goods imported from Foreign Countries, less Re-exports, and 

exclusive of Opium and Treasure Tk 800,274 fb. 676,417 

Value of Opium imported from Foreign Countries, less Re-exports „ 51,376 „ 265,104 

Value of Foreign goods imported from Chinese Ports, less Re-exports, 

and exclusive of Opium and Treasure „ 972,835 „ 385,027 

Value of Opium imported from Chinese Ports, less Re-exports „ 1,518,423 „ 516,042 

Value of Native goods imported from Chinese Ports, less Re-exports „ 1,178,482 „ 1,465,530 

Total,, 7h 4,521,390 ^ 3,308,120 

EXPORTS. 1865. 1864. 

Value of Native goods exported to Foreign Countries 7h 535,065 Jh, 890,147 

Value of Native goods exported to Chinese Ports „ 1,993,941 „ 1,868,400 

Total, 7h 2,529,006 a 2,758,547 

1865. 1864. Increate. Decrease, 

Total Imports 17214,521,390 a 3,308,120 a 1,213,270 

„ Exports „ 2,529,006 „ 2,758,547 fh 229,541 

Grand Total... a 7,050,396 a 6,066,667 a 1,213,270 fh 229,541 

A consideration of the above figures will shew that the total value of the trade at this port during 1865, exceed- 
^ that of 1864, by nearly One Million Taels, the value of Imports shewing an increase of about fh 1,200,000, — and 
that of Exports a decrease of about Til 200,000; such deci'ease having been caused by the diminished value of Exports 
to Foreign countries, — that of Exports to Chinese ports being an improvement on 1864. 

To Robert Hart, Esq., 

Inspector General of Ctistoms. 
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The object of stating separately the value of Opium> is to- call attention to the krge increase in the Import of 
that drug by Steamers from Shanghai during the past year. 

The total value of Treasure imported during 1865 was fh. 361,650, and that of Treasure exported during the 
same period, 7h 1,209,376. The Returns for 1864 having reported the Treasure for a portion of that year only, renders 
a compariBon between the two years impracticable. 

During 1865, — 464 vessels entered this port, total tonnage 150,401 

and 444 „ left „ „ i43,57i 

Whilst in 1864, — 448 vessels entered „ 138,884 

and 452 „ cleared „ 140,565 

Thus in 1865 there was an increase of 16 vessels entered, and an increased tonmige of... 1 1,517 
and a decrease of 8 vessels cleared, but an increased tonmi^ of 3,006 

The Total Duties collected during 1865 amounted to Haikwan Tk 243,514.1.8.2 

And those collected during 1 S64 to „ „ 228,920.6.7.0 

— shewing an increase in 1 865 of „ „ 14,593.5.1.2 

The following comparative statement shews the increase or decrease of the principal articles of Import diuring 
the year 1865 : — 



Description of Goods. 



Opium, PgcuIs 

Cut Urn Piece Goods, Pieces 

Woollens, „ 

Sugar, Brown, Pecnls 

„ White, „ 

„ Candy, „ 

Seaweed, „ 

Iron, Bar, „ 

„ Nail Rod, „ 

Lead, „ 

Lead, Wliite, , 

Needles Pi*:c€S 

Sapan wood, PccuU 

Paper, 2nd Quality, „ 

Tui, „ 



1865. 



2,686.35 
247,242 
4.972 
129.935-73 
49, 785 .^>5 
4,002.96 
41,424.42 
7,«55.64 
4,797.13 
9,875.15 
1,674.19 
26,316,0100 
21,755.18 

17,7^3.83 
1,168.35 



1864. 



1,401 

112,753 
5,681 

199,486.06 

68,249-46 

4,860.41 

6,658.48 

7,051.45 

8,39«.43 
6,210.28 
1,632,200 

2»839.37 

33,092.21 

448.58 



Increase. 



1,285.35 
134,489 



34,765.94 
804.19 

1,476.72 

54,683,800 
18,915.81 

719.77 



Decrease. 



709 

69,550.33 
18,463.81 

857.45 



1,976.52 
4,536.09 

15,308.38 



The above Table shews im increase in the Lnport of Opium, Cotton Piece Goods, Seaweed, Bar Iron, Lead, 
Tin, Sn[)a"w«);)d, and Needles; and a decrease in that of Woollens, Erown and Wliite Sugar, Sugar Candy, Nail Rod 
Iron, White Load, and Coai-se Paper. 

The reason of the much increased demand for Foreign Opium, is stated to be the recent prohibition of the cul- 
tivation of t)ie Poppy in Shamsi, in which province a large quantity of Native Opiinn h;is been hitherto produced. 

The Lir;,^e increjise in the import of Foreign Cotton Goods, is said to have partly resulted from the disturbance*^ 
•aused by Kebels having interfered with the manufacUu'e of Native Cotton Goods, which are largely used in tliis pro- 
rince. 

Til ere appears to be a constantly increasing demand for Seaweed as an article of food, in this pjirt of China^ 
and the trade in Japan Seaweed (hitherto much used here), has been considerably affected, and seems, likely to be still 
more so, by the i!itr<Kluction of Seaweed 8hippc<l at the Russian ports on the coast of Manchuria, from four vessels hav- 
ing iurived here from Possiet, and twafrom Vladivostock (or Port May) during the past year, bringing togetlier nearly 
18,000 pecnls of that article, whjch has been sold at a lower price than, and is said to be preferred to, that from Japan. 

Foi*eign Goods, particularly Whit« Shirtings, Americivn Drills, Sapanwood, Pig Leiul, Tin, and Needles, are 
now shipped in junks hei^e for Corea, which will account in a great measure for the incrcivsed demand for tho.««e articles. 
The goods on arrival in Corea iire there bartered for Ginseng, Timber, and Pap^'r, which form, a return, cargo for the 
junks to this port. 
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The decrease in tfae import of White ftad Brown Sugar and Sugur Candy, is accoonted for partly by increased 
transit dues in this province, but more especially by the high prices resulting from the plantations in the yicinity of 
Bwatow having been much iigured by innundations, and from the cultivation of the Sugar Cane in the nei^bouihood 
•f Amoy having been interfered with by the presence of Rebels. 

The large decrease in the import of White Lead is accounted for, by the fact that it is now manufactured in 
this province. 

From the following statement may be seen the increase or decrease of the principal articles of Export, during 
1865, aa compared with 1864 1 — 



DEBCRIPTI4>|r OT G0OD& 



Bean Cake, Chefoo, Peculs 

„ Newchwang, „ 

Cotton, „ 

Silk, Pongees, „ 

» I^w, „ 

Peas, „ 

Wheat, „ 

Medicine, „ 

Dates, „ 

Tobacco, Prepared, „ 

Vermicelli, „ 

Melon Seeds, „ 



1865. 



755,052.98 

1,272.00 

19,141.92 

341.37 

61.85 

470,471.44 

59>S38.95 
6,195.83 

24,073.75 
732.11 

31,378.12 
5,768.20 



1864. 



615,297.59 
23,953.96 
61,805.03 

183-53 

None. 

651,098.77 

14,240.54 

7,942.63 

21,529.76 

1,765.96 

24,313-75 

1,933.94 



Incrkasb. 



139,755-39 

157.84 
61.85 

45,298.41 

3,543.99 

7,064.37 
3,834.26 



Dbgbxabb. 



22,681.96 
42,663.11 



180,627.33 
1,746.80 

1,033.85 



The above Table shews an increase in the Export, of Chefoo Bean Cakes, Silk Pongees, Raw Silk, Dates,. 
Melon Seeds, Wheat, and Vermicelli; and a decrease in that of Newchwang Bean Cakes, Peas, Cotton, Tobacco, and 
Medicine. 

The Bean Cakes made at Chefoo are much superior to those from Newchwang, which may account for the 
increixsed export of the former, and the decrease in the export of the latter. There has been a decrease in the receipts 
here 01 Peas from Newchwang during the past year, which is most generally accounted for by the shortness of the crops 
ii4 that part of China. A growing aversion on the part of Chinese Merchants to ship Pesis and Bean Cake in Foreign 
bottoms for Shanghai, is remarked here, and large quantities are now shipped for that port in native craft. This appears 
to have been caused by a proclamation issued at Shanghai during 1865. 

The decrease in the Export of Cotton, is doubtless owing in a great measure to the recent important political 
events in America, by which the demand for Chinese and Indian Cotton in England will have considerably lessened, 
besides which Tientsin would appear to offer a better market for this article of commerce, from the less expensive nature 
of the transit to that port. 

A considenible portion of the goods imported here is carried by junks to the Ta Tsing Ho, not far from the 
mouth of which river a transhipment takes place to native vessels of lighter draught, which convey them to many 

marts in the interior, amongst the most iniportimt of which may be mentioned Tsi-nan-fu j^ ^^ jfj, Tung-chang. 
f" ^ S 1^, Yen.chou-fu % *^ ff^ , Tsao-chou-fu "^ ;ffj )jfj, Tung-ping-chou J^ ^ jfj , and even 
as far lis Ta-ming-fu y^ ^Z jjj in the province of Chih-IL 

This information has been kindly furnished by a gentleman who has recently travelled from Peking by the 
Grand Canal to a point south of Tung-chang-fu ^^ g |JJ, with the conmiercial importance of which city he was 
much inipresscd, as also with the facility of water communication in and bet^jreen this and adjacent provinces.. Goods 
from the interior are also brought to this port by the means above described 

The transhipment takes place at a point near Li-tsin-hsien ^] ^^ |pj[, about 1 2 miles distant from the 
mouth of the Ta Tsing Ho, at which there is a Chinese Custom House levying dues, known, as the Ti*eh-m6n- 
kwan mf^m- 
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Tlie rates of freight hence to the Coast Ports south of this, have, on the whole, been lower than during 1 864. 
In 1865 they appear to have reached their highest point in March, April and May, but in the three following months 
there was comparatively small employment for Foreign vessels. Several charters of Foreign vessels have been entered 
into by Chinese Merchants here; and the remark made in the Customs Report of the trade of this port during 1864, to 
the effect that the bulk of that trade had been in the hands of Chinese Merchants, is equally applicable to the year 
which has just passed away. 

The want of rain during the summer months, by which the Wheat harvest was much effected ; the suc- 
ceeding unusually heavy rains in the autumn, by which the crops of Millet and Indian Corn also suffered, and the 
presence of Nien-Fei or local rebels in cortiiin districts, may reasonably be supposed to have exercised an influence 
unfavorable to trade in this province during the past year. 

Since the closing of the P'ei-Ho, Cotton hiis been brought here from the province of Chih-li both by mules and 
oamels, which have returned laden with Sugar, Shirtings, and general merchandize. ^ • 

The concession made during last year by the Chinese Government, in allowing Foreign vessels having paid ton- 
nage dues in China to tmde to the open ports in Japan, and to return within four months of such payment to any of the 
open ports in China, without prejudice to the Tomiage Dues Certificates, must be looked upon as particularly beneficial 
to this port, from its trade with, and proximity to, that country. 

I have the honor to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

T. G. LUSON, 

Acting Commissioner of Customs. 
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OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 

HANKOW, 318T January, 1866. 

SIR, — I beg to Bubmit for your consideration, the subjoined Report on Trade at this Port during the past year. 

IMPORTS. 

The total value of the Import Trade of Hankow during 1865,— that of Re-exports and Treasure not included,^n- 
is Th. 10,623,634, of which amount Th 8,445,545 represent Foreign, and Ih 2,178,089 Native produce. 

Treasure to the value of Til 1,047,934 has been received here, against ^ 3,202,950 exported, owing to the 
great improvement in the quality of the Hankow Sycee since the establishment of a Kung-ku, and to the rate of 
exchange on Shanghai having ranged very low; at least a third of the amount exported left this during the last quarter of 
1865. The high standard of our Sycee has led to much larger quantities being circulated up country, and to this may be 
attributed the falling oflf, of pecuis 150,368, say 7k 1,804,416, in the importation of Copper Cash,— a rise in the price 
of this article at Chinkiang, none having been required, as in 1864, for the purchase of Cotton, — and a short Tea crop) 
have also caused this decrease. 

The following table shows the quantities of the principal Imports during the years 1863, 1864 and 1865. 



Goods. 



Camlets, Pieces 

Drills, „ 

Lastings, „ 

Long Ells, „ 

Opium, PtcuU 

Pepper, Black, „ 

Seaweed, Japanese, „ 

Shirtings, Dyed, Pieces 

„ Figured, „ 

,» Grey, „ 

White, „ 

Silk Piece Goods, Pecuis 

Spanish Stripes, Pieces 

Sugu", Pecuis 

T-Cloths, Pieces 



1863. 



17,675 

50,709 

. 7,507 

82,576 

1,466 
24,486 
80488 

2,300 
12,464 

227,139 

57,854 

758 

23,752 

153,353 
86,431 



1864. 



23,049 

26,989 

9,568 

92,5' 

2,01 

20,320 

115,655 

5,134 

13,746 

150,480 

39,359 

1,009 

22,185 

153,486 

64,348 



1865. 



34,869 

31,209 

12,563 

111,376 

3,485 
26,893 

62,353 
6,855 

379,366 
60,999 

1,351 
20,661 

136,793 
62,191 



It will be seen on examining the foregoing table, that the hopes regarding the steady increase of the consump* 
tion of Foreign Piece Goods, so confidently entertained by those who had watehed this port from its opening, have been 
fully realized. A peculiar feature of this branch of the Import Trade of 1865, is the purchase by Foreigners, for re* 



To Robert Hart, Esq., 

Inspector General of C^utoms. 
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exportation to Shanghai, of about 12,060 pieces Grey Shirtings, consequent on the rise in the price of tliis article in 
England affecting that market This Stock was in ^e hands of Native dealers, who knew little or nothing of the opera- 
tions in Foreign markets, and they readily parted with it, as the non-credit system had had the effect of obstructing the 
ordinary course of trade, dealers not being willing to part with their money to purchase goods requiring some time to 
realize; they must necessarily yield in the end, as they were obliged to do when Cotton Piece Goods rose in value in 
1864 ; the previous year they had been accustomed to pay 7h 2.5.0 per piece for Shirtings, of which they now take a 
larger supply at !?% 4 @ 4.5.0. The Chinese are now using considerable quantities of Cloth, more particularly the kind 
known as Medium; in 1864, only 6,243 pieces of Broad, Russian and Medium Cloth were imported, whilst in 1865 this 
Market consumed 9,842 pieces. It is worthy of notice that, notwithstanding the much higher rate of cost, the consump- 
tion of both Woollen and Cotton Goods has increased about 50 per cent. 

The demand for Foreign Opium is assuming yeariy larger proportions ; the Chinese authorities have prohibited 
the cultivation of the Poppy in the Shansi and Sze-chnen Provinces ; first-class Malwa fetched as high as ^ 810 per 
pecul in December last, the quantity on hand being very small. 

The decrease in the importation of Seaweed must be attributed to the large quantities brought here dumg 
1864; at the commencement of last year stocks were reported as being veiy heavy. 

In Black Pepper a brisk business has been done throughout the year at an average of fh 6.8.0 per pecul. The 
Sze-chuen Merchants having been unable to return in time for their autumn purchases, this article did not rise in 
price as is usual at that period. 

The importation of Sugar has fallen off, as veiy heavy stocks were held at the end of 1864, <uid in consequence 
of supplies arriving from Sze-chuen, which are offered at !?%i 3 per pecul, whereas from % 4 to 5 are demanded f«r other 
Sugars. 

Silk Piece Goods, chiefly from Hu-CSiao in the Che-kiang Province, have been in good revest throvghout the 
year, and show an increaae <^ someJpecolB 300 over 1864. 

EXPORTS. 

The total value of the Export Trade of Hankow during the past year is 7h 12,685,231, of which 7h 2,054,694 
were sent to Great Britain direct Owing in a great measure to the deficient Tea crop, 1865 shows a fiilling off of 
fh 763,082 as. compared with 1864, and we would require to add 7h 56,677 to our Export values to equal the tota£ 
ttf 1863. 



Goods. 



Charcoal, FeeuU 

Cbal, „ 

Copper, „ 

Cotton, „ 

Fireworks, „ 

Fungus, „ 

Gall Nuts, „ 

Grass Cloth, „ 

Hemp, „ 

Lotus Nuts, „ 

Medicine, „ 

Nankeens, „ 

Oil, n 

Paper, „ 

Planks, Square Feet 

Poles, Puees 

Rhubarb, PeeuU 

Safflower, ,^ 

Silk, Yellow, „ 

Tallow^ Vegetable^ „. 

Tea,..,.-.^ n 

„ Bnck, ,y 

» I>ust „ 

Tobacco Leaf, „ 

„ Prepared, „ 

Varnish, „ 

Wax, Vegetable, „ 



1863. 



1864. 



93,113 


67,614 


52,510 


172,262 


ii7»449 


78,978 


2,814 


1,780 


410 


9,787 


30475 


NiL 


5,451 


941 


5,456 


4,836 


7,085 


7,075 


7,885 


7,369 
1,148 


4,890 


401 


1,107 


28,784 


33,026 


38464 


3,044 


4,539 


4,216 


45,635 


31,616 


32,232 


548 


1,115 


1,940 


98,295 


92,952 


173,796 


40,457 


37,070 


35,345 


1,187,919 


1,720,801 


356,659 


935,>39 


1,170,526 


246,962 


8,326 


9,413 


5,786 


5,579 


1,494 


2,368 


501 


.^V 


1,746 


44,243 


36,561 


45,542 


272,922 


279,770 


252,599 


32,072 


12,167 


14,583 


131 


5,288 


1,731 


25,634 


20,873 


23,063 


30,377 


34,752 


44,409 


1,704 


2,325 


3,798 


1,746 


4,033 


3,210 



1865. 
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The above table will sriffice to indicate the fluctimtioiis which have taken pkce during the past three je^^ in 
the ftmouiita of the chief articles of exports from Hatikow. He grirdicg most of theae changen I would merely remarki that 
it is iiuposBible to account for them satisfactorily in the Hhsence of reliable native infomiytion with reape<jt to marketa- 
Ai an mfitniice of this, I need only mention the f*n.-t, that native dealeirs complain of having snstaincd & loss of 30 per 
cent on hII their transactions in Medicine during 1864^ and of other Markets being OTetatocked, yet the returns for kat 
year ihow a slight increaite in the quantity exported- 

The decre£ise in the export of Cml — all of which is* in fact, iwed by St^amera ninning on the HiTer— -in due- 
to an Httenpt on the part of native holders to exact an exoTbitant price at a tinie when the supply was inadequate to the 
demand; Foreign Coal being just then cheap at Shan^^hni, whence export Cargoes for theEivei ports were not heavy at the 
time, Steamere took sufficient Coul for the round trip, and for several months no Hankow Coal waa cidled for by these 
vesseli. Since then, however, the energy of a French Merchunt at this port* and his personal rewarchei among the Cotd 
districts; , have resulted in his famish i tig a superior article, and in his succeeding in keeping a large ttoek always on lumd^ 
Although, up to the present time, the Hunan juines are not worked to any considerable depth, yel ftStays made by a 
scieutilic French gentleman^ who lately visited this port, ahow tlmt the best quality of Ooa! contains 2S P*^ ^*^ut of 
voktile matter and 65 per cent of coke; whilst the inferior kind yields 27 per cent of the former and 73 per cent of the 
latter. Labuan Coal from an eleven feet seam, assayed in England, gave about the same results as this second quality 
Hunan Goal^ viz. 26.44 per cent of volatile matter ; consoqueutly Hankow need not feai' a rival from that quarter, and 
it is to he hoped that the eatablishtncnt of Gas Companies at Shanghai may lead to a demand which cannot Ml £0 give^ 
increased vigor to this impirtant article of the expert trade of this port. 

The disturbed st^te of Yuu-uan, whence our auppliea of Copper are drawn, has prevented any quantiij frotm 
aniving during the past year> 

Our Cotton Market has resumed it» normal fitate as a eomumer^ in lieu of an erporfceff as^ by reference to the 
Returns, it will be seen that peculs 3,504 have been received from Sbanglmi, which have been sold at about fh 1 8 per 
pecuL The butk of this business has been c/vrried on by Chinese, generally speaking mLblvos of Ningpo establiahed here. 

Gall Nuts show a deficiency^ as compared with 1&64, of some peculs 2,500, consequent, I believe, ob the over^ 
stocked at^ite of the Shanghai Market Pecula 1^495 were sent direct to Great Britain, against peculs 336 shipped 
duriug 1864, 

Whilst the exports of Oil and Vegetable Tallow to Chinkiang and Slianghai were limited to moderate quan- 
titieB, as waa the case during the &rat semester of 1865, these goods showed a favourable mar^u; but large quantities- 
having been shipped ofT during the second half year^ ^e Markets at both the above ports became ^ntted, followed by 
the natural consequences. 

The quantity of Planks and Poles dispatched in 1864, shows a far higher figure than that of last year; (102) 
one hundred and two Rafts^ to say uotlung of the Timbei carried down by junks, left this in 1864, whereas in 1 865: 
only (26) twenty-six were cleared. The manner in which this trade was cnrried on ( vide> Mr. Macphersou^a Report on 
Triuie for 1864)^ was found to giv« rise to so many diMculttes between NaUjres and Foreigners, that it has been almost 
entirely abandoned bj the latter^ and^ consequently, this tra^ comes but seldom under the congninaiina of the Foreign 
Custom House. 

The export of Bhubarb to Shanghai haJS fallen off considerably; it ia reported that stocks are vciy large both. 
st that port and in Japan. Merchants complain that the kind destiaed for the latter country, costing here about 7h 4 
per pccul, labors under the disadvantage of paying nearly 32 per cent duty, of the better qualities, which are taken for 
America and Europe, aupplie* have been very short, owing to the presenee of the Hui-fei in the Shenai Provinces*. 
Peculs 6 J .50 have been shipped direct to Great Britain* 

Safflower, in spite of its having advanced 50 per cent in value, has proved so remunerative, that it has increas- 
ed its figure on the Returns peculs S74, as compared with 1 864, thougfi it still faUs far short of the quantity exported 
iu 1S63. This article, the growth of the Sze-chuen province, whence, viA Eankow and Shanghai^ it fumiabea the dyers 
of Chma with » fine red color, varies very conaiderably in cost acoording to quality; some being worth as much us 
*Ih ]6o, some as little aa 'Ih 40 per pecul. 

Sze-chuen Yellow Silk has attained to peculs 1^746 iuring the past year, or four times the amount exported in. 
1864. TJie erop Ims been miall in the Hu-cbao district, and Silkrncn kive sold but little in this market, preferring to 
^nd their supply to Shanghiu, An average price of about '/h 280 per pecul has ruled at this port, where the fim of the 
crop arrives in June* 

It is reported that Native shippers of Tobacco have been losers to a large^ estteni dnring tlie past ytar, due 
principally to the rash speculations of t'antonese buyers at long credita. 

Varnish haa shown a stetidy tncreaae since 1863. A considerable quantity finds iU way from ShanghLii to 
Ningpo and Foochow, and Chinkiang takes a good deal for the consumption of the Kiang-su and Kiang-nan Provinces^ 

Vegetable Wax has fallen off' some pecula 3oo, consequent upon short arrivals from Sze-chuea; it hsm risen 
over 100 per cent in price, being now worth Th 14P per pecul. 
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Contrary to general expectations, the Teas of last year's crop which have already arrived in England, have 
proved highly remunerative ; it remains to be seen, however, whether later purchases, more particularly those made when 
news reached us in Jime, of the reduction of (6rf) sixpence per pound duty in England, will prove equally advantageous. 
The impression here is, that had Foreign Merchants taken into consideration that the losses experienced in 1 864 by 
Chinese speculators in this article, had induced most of them to withdraw their capital from this class of operations to 
invest it in the Salt trade, they would not perhaps have shown so much haste in opening the Tea market of 1865 ; a 
little further delay would, it is thought, Imve resulted in the first chops being laid down in England at somewhat less than 
(2/3 J) two shillings and the threepence halfpenny per pound, which was the price actually paid. There is no doubt 
but that native Tea dealers have every reason to be content with the result of last season^s operations, and that their 
only regret is that the revolt of the troops at Yang-lin rendered it impossible to pick a large quantity of Tea in that 
neighborhood, which they were thus prevented from bringing to a good Market. .To this circumstance is due, in a great 
neaaure, the fact of the Tea crop falling short some peculs 27,cxx>. During the paat year peculs 77,099 were shipped 
direct to London, — nearly double the quantity sent in 1864, and treble that of 1863. Tliese figures speak for them- 
selves, and need no commentary on my part to evince to the reader the advisability of this mode of conveyance. 

Brick Tea has augmented its figure on the Returns to the extent of peculs 2,416, as an increased demand and 
higher prices have reigned in the Siberian and Russian Markets during the past year, more especially for Black kinds. 
No Green Brick Tea was, I believe, forwarded last season. At the latter end of 1864 the Russian Government prohibit- 
ed the importation of Brick Tea by the Western frontier, and this has contributed greatly to throw this trade into the 
hands of the Agents at this port of the Kiachta Merchants. They purchase the leaf, dust, &c., from the Chinese, and, by 
manufacturing the Brick Tea themselves, they are able to offer an article, equal to the native product, at a cheaper rate. 
Brick Tea is sent hence to Tientsin, via Shangliai, and from the former port, overland, to the Kiachta and other 
markets. 

Certain unfavorable circumstances have resulted in the decrease of peculs 3,5 10 in the export of Tea Dust, as 
compared with that of 1864, 

SHIPPING. 

Tons 59,744 of British shipping arrived at Hankow during 1864; the past year shows a total of tons 
90,758, or an increase of tons 31,014; against tons 62,^79 ^hich left here in 1864, we have tons 92,905, or an increase 
of tons 30,026, cleared in 1865. This addition to the British tonnage is represented by several voyages made by a 
Steamer of tons 2,886, which this year joined our River fleet, and by the arrival of (12) twelve British sailing vessels, 
measuring tons 8,641 against (8) eight, whose total tonnage was tons 6,199, ^^ 1864; these were induced to come up 
here to load for London direct, in spite of the heavy expense of towage, and although the rate of Freight was not much 
more remunerative than at Shanghai, for the sake of ensuring the quick dispatch which they could not hope for at the 
latter port. Those vessels, which left with the first Teas, obtained from ;t 5.10/ to ;^ 5. 15/ per ton; subsequently the rate 
declined from ;£ 4. 10/ to as low as ;^ 2. 10/. One British Steamer, of 204 tons, loaded here for Tientsin direct. At present 
only two British Steamers, measuring together 2,133 tons, are running regularly between this and Shanghai, and one of 
610 tons extends her voyage to Ningpo. 

The tonnage of American vessels which arrived at this port during 1864, was tons 143,649, whilst in 1865 it 
was only tons 120,630; the tonnage cleared at Hankow in 1864 was tons 150,382, against tons 123,924 in 1865. This 
decrease in American tonnage is due to the fact of two Steamers having been withdrawn for service on the Canton River, 
and to the falling off of tons 3,867 in American junks. Six American Steamers are now running under the River 
Pass system, whose total tonnage is tons 4,243. 

Two-hundred-and-twenty-four round voyages were performed by American and British River Pass Steamers 
during the past year, bringing to Hankow 60,926 tons of Cargo, and 6,692 Passengers, and taking away 97,050 tons of 
Cargo, and 5,55 1 Passengers. The above figures are only approximative, as, in many instances, I have been unable, owing 
to changes of ownership, &c., to ascertain the exact amount of carrying performed by each Steamer; nor do they include 
the Opium, Silk, or Silk Piece Goods, on which freight is not levied by the ton ; these goods may be calculated as 1,000 
tons more, and in the list of passengers should be computed those who pay their passages when on board the Steamers, 
for whom a third of the totals already mentioned might be added without fear of exaggerating the actual amount of 
Passenger traflSc on the River. If we take the average of the rate of freight during the past year at 7h 3.3.3 per ton, 
we find that a sum of over Tk 526,000 (about 4.792 per cent on the total value) has been paid for the canying require- 
ments of the Import, Export, and Re-export trade of Hankow in 1865. 

But few Lorchas continue on the River, owing to the average rate of freight by Steamers having been very 
moderate, and to the regular trips of a steamer between this and Ningpo, via Shan&rhai. having nearW nut an. end .to 
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ihipments by craft of the Lorcha description. Twentj-one British (21), four (4) American, and three (3) French, in all 
twenty-eight (28) Lorchas, representing 3^154 tons, left this port in 1865 ; but in the previous year fifty-three (53) 
vessels of this class, in all 7,585 tons, cleared from Hankow. 

The Junk business has also suffered from similar causes, as will be seen by the following figures: — 



British Junks, 


Cleared in 
1864. 


Ct.eared in 

1865. 


Increase. 


Dbcrbasx. 


No.. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


'Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


44 
73 


2,476 

4,864 

395 


39 
5i 
13 


2,263 
3,867 

745 


'5 


350 


5 
22 


213 
997 


A TTiftric^n „ 


French „ 



The French flag has not yet floated in these waters over larger craft than Lorchas and Junks, nor does it ap- 
pear probable that it will do so, until that nation can compete with the English in Cotton manufactures to exchange for 
(/hinese produce. The consumption of Tea in France is insignificant; and as the French merchant has to pay cash, not 
resulting, tva is the case with the English and American trader, from returns for sales of Imports, he prefers, in most 
iustimces, buying Silk in the London market, to risking the speculation involved in purchasing in China. 

About one-sixth of the total number of Foreign Piece Goods impbrted during 1 864 was sent to the Interior 
under Transit Pjiss. Merchants have availed themselves of this system during 1865 to the extent of one-fifth ; in the 
latter year 177,316 pieces, against 57,300 in 1864, were transported in this manner to the Inland markets. Tea of all 
descriptions, to the extent of peculs 29,706, was brought last year to this port under the protection of Transit Passes; 
whilst in 1864 peculs 56,253, and in 1863 peculs 55,450, reached here under similar conditions. This diminution is due 
to the unsatisfactory results of previous years' operations in contract Teas, many of the principal houses declining to 
enter into further ventures of this nature, on the ground that they have not sufficient control over or guarantee for the 
hoii'i jiiUs of the native contractor. 

Although Haukow has every reason to congratulate itself on the result of the Import Trade of the past year„ 
ypt we have to note many and serious drawbacks to the successful outturn of native enterprize. The unsatisfactory 
results of the Tea speculations of 1863-4 deterred many Foreign houses from undertaking operations on any extensive 
scale. Some of the oldest and best established firms found that two previous years of unsuccessful business had brought 
their affairs to an unfortunate climax, and their time-honored names have disappeared from amongst us. Compradors^ 
were found to have been speculating to a ruinous extent, chiefly with their employer's capital, and the prices they had 
nominally given to obtain goods at long credits, and the sacrifices they made in order to raise funds, vitally damaged the 
legitimate trader. It became absolutely necessary to do away with the credit system, of which, it was fully proved, the 
Compradors reaped the entire benefit, and the consequence was a temporary cessation of trade during the latter part of 
the year. This measure will, however, it is confidently anticipated, induce native capitalists to inaugurate a new system 
of commercial relations with Foreigners ; this applies more especially to Shansi dealers, who have hitherto held back, in 
consequence of seeing that long credits phiced petty Merchants on the same footing with themselves. The River 
Yang-tzu overflowed its banks four leagues, rendering its navigation extremely dangerous, and entailing great loss of 
time to the Merchants from up the river, who, after making their purchases here, found it almost impossible to reach 
their homes, so strong was the current, and so difficult the return voyage; and many junks, filled with valuable Sze-chuen 
produce, were wrecked on their downward passage. To the loss of a considerable portion of the Tea crop I have already 
alluded in my remarks on that article. 

All these sinister circumstances unite to form the dark dood which has overshadowed the native commerce of 
Hankow during the post year. Notwithstanding, the Revenue returns show that, had the crop of Tea reached to a level 
with that of 1864, the duties would have exceeded those of that year— after deducting the half duty on Tea which is no 
longer levied — by Tfe 13,000 paid on general exports shipped by Chinese Merchants, into whose hands this olass of 
operations is gradually being concentrated. This must continue to be the case until Foreign Merchants can, come into 
immediate contact with original holders^ and so do away with the commissions and squeezes to which they are subjected; 
thus adding so considerably to their already heavy expenses, that it ia impossible for them to compete successfully with 
the native shipper whose charges account is but trifling. 

Taking into consideration the untoward circumstances which I have recapitulated, Hankow hasj I think, every 
right to be proud of the commercial annals of the past year, were it only for having so extensively promulgated a 
knowledge of the appropriateness of Foreign products to the wants of a numerous, inland population, thus carrying out 
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a portion of its allotted work, as one of the outposts of European civilization. A great storm has been successfully 
weathered, and we have every reason to expect that a trade, which has flourished and increased during the tempest, will 
continue so to do during the anticipated calm of 1866. It may not be out of place to remind Foreigners that, here 
they have not yet attained the position of their countrymen in the South, but that they are still in old China, where they 
are comparatively little known or appreciated, excepting by a class whose interest it is to keep them isolated from the 
mass of the population. A closer intercourse with the natives would, I am convinced, have the beneficial effect of 
reconciling them to their new acquaint^inces, and could not but re-act favorably upon commercial relations between 
Chinese and Foreigners. 

As I write, a fresh blow is being dealt to our commercial welfare, by the appearance, almost at our gates, of 
Nien-fei and revolted Braves, who are kept at bay by the energetic measures adopted for their reception should they 
venture to carry out their threat of attacking this City. It is to be hoped that, after the Chinese festivals, the robber 
bands will retire as usual, and the soldiers be appeased, leaving us to resume our wonted labors, at, I sincerely trust, the 
dawn of a year of greater prosperity both for Native and Foreign commerce. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

RICHARD W. HALKETT, 

Aasistant in Charge. 
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IMPORTS. 

Not\vith8t'inding the depressed state of Foreign commerce, the value of the Import Trade, for the year 1865, 
exceeds that of either of the two preceding years: thus, in 1863, the vahie wjia estimated at Tb. 3,057,568; while, in 1864, 
it had decrejised to 1h 3,041,100; wherciis, for the ptist year, it reiiehes Th. 3,251,610. 

The following table will exhibit some of the principal articles of Import, with their quantities and values. 

Comparative Taule of some of the Principal Articles of Import. 



Description of Goods. 



S H 

2 fc H 

® o fc 



Camlets, [Pieces 

Chintzes, 

Handkerchiefs, Cotton, Doze^n 

Lastings, Pieces 

Lead, Peculs 

Long Ells, Pieces 

Opium, Chests 

Pepper, Peculs 

Salt & Dried Fish & Cuttle Fish 

Sandalwool, 

Seaweed, 

Shirtings, Pieces 

Spanish Stripes, 

Sugar, Peculs 

T-Cloths, \Pieces 



Year 1863. 



Quantity. Value. 



1,407 

4,366 

3,450 
888 

3,862.66 

9,390 

2,033 

6,425.34 

9,119.00 

1,170.17 
20,779.25 
93,728 

3,067 
26,505.11 
18,150 



10,049.0 
10,691.1 
2,622.0 
13,068.0 
23,948.5 
78,876.0 
1,077,622.0 
46,819.3 

90,795.4 

21,648.1 

103,896.2 

394,694.3 
49,072.0 

161,980.0 
49,005.0 



Year 1864. 



Quantity. Value. 



2,910 

3,375 
8,966 
1,546 

5,511-93 
17,160 
2,201 

3,304.41 
12,975.02 

1,912.90 
26,377.07 
41,597 

7,107 
45,25170 
25,380 



18,533.2 

7,137.5 

6,814.1 

26,588.0 

27,528.4 

128,700.0 

,111,340.1 

23,217.4 

178,496.4 

22,954.8 

100,232.7 

170433.6 

113,712.0 

246,461.3 

63,475.0 



Year 1865. 



Quantity. Value. 



4,231 

5,931 
11,798 

2,075 

5,797.37 
16,544 

2,48 1 i 

6,686.51 
17,506.97 

6,089.05 
33,563.96 
68,321 

8,952 
60,612.99 
34,614 



29,443.0 
16,594.8 
8,258.6 
30,150.0 
29,069.0 

124,080.0 

1,566,985.7 

50,148.8 

188,880.8 
26,791.8 

133,293.4 
235,118.5 
143,232.0 
328,781.6 
89,996.4 



To Robert Hart, Esq., 

Inspector General of Customs. 



44 



REPORT ON THE TRADE 



From the above, it will be apparent that the Import Trade i* steadly on the increase, and, although princi- 
pally in the hands of Native firms, still affords satisfactory proof of the demand that exists in the interior for Foreign 
Produce. 

Opium is largely consumed; the Import for the year 1864, contrasting favourably with thiit of Hankow, which 
port must necessarily have much wider districts to supply. 

The provincial capital, Nan-ch'ang-foo ^S q |jMp , and the other ports on the Poyang lake, consume the 
greater part of the Opium imported, but a not inconsiderable portion also finds its way into the province of Ngan-bui 

^#- 

Of Foreign manufactures,. Shirtings are perhaps most in demand here, contrcusting as they do favourably with 
the Native Cloth, which is not only more expensive, but is Coarse in texture, and only fit for the use of the lower and 
poorer classes. In 1863, the Import was 93,728 pieces, value Ih 394.,694, against 41,597 pieces, value 7k 170,433 in 
1864, and 68,321 pieces, value Tk 235,118 in 1865. Camlets are also nuu-h in favour, the Import in 1863 being 1,407 
pieces, value 'Ih 10,049, against 2,910 pieces, value 'JU 18,533 in 1864, and 4,231 pieces, value 7?i 29,443 in 1865. 

Of Native Produce, perhaps the most important item is Salt iind Dried Fish, which are imported in great 
quantities from Nuigpo. In 1863 the amount received wjis 9,119 peculs, against 12,975 peculs in 1864, and 17,506 
peculs in 1865. 

EXPORTS. 

The value of the Export Trade for the year 1865 exceeds that of 1864, although there is a considerable deficit 
in the amounts exported of some of the stj\ple counnodities. 

In 1863, the value of the Export Trade is estimated at 7h 7,310,190, against ?fe 3,132,653 in 1864, and 
fk 3,484,908 in 1865. Thus it would appear as if there were an increase over the ye;u- 1864 of 7k 352,255 in favour of 
the piist year. 

It should, however, be borne in mind, that at the close of 1864, there were about 130,000 packages of Tea> 
reuuiining iu the port unsold, which were afterwards shipped to Shanghai, during the early part of the following year. 

This Tea, although in reality fonning part of the Tnvde of the port for the year 1864, not being exported until 
the following yeai-, was included in the Trade for 1865. 

Comparative Table of some op the Principal Articles of Export. 



Description of Goods. 



w ^ 
« 5? g 

6 <y 



Year 1863. 



Quantity. I Value. 



Year 1864. 



Quantity. 



Value. 



Ykar 1865. 



Quantity. 



Value. 



Cliina Ware, 

GraisS Cloth, 

Hemp, 

Medicines, 

Paper, 

R^d Earth, 

Taiiow, Vegetable, 

Tea (Black and Green), 
Tobacco, 



Peculs 



29,100.89 

1,310.68 

4,481.94 

2,348.56 

121,816.09 

6,008.19 

3,523.21 

191,5 7a42 

18,003.27 



98,418.1 
18,400.5 

40,3374 
11,606.5 
399,013.6 
15,020.4 
29,066.4 
6,378,860.3 
69,492.1 



66,178.68 

2,449.32 

16,45932 

128.71 

71,363.70 

22,210.81 

1,381.80 

134,281.20 

14,481.57 



234,159.8 

34.799-3 

153,162.3 

755-5 

257,045.0 

5,527-0 

12,988.8 

3,196,932.5 

111,174.9 



32,281.17 

2,419-73 

7,857.99 

102.47 

42,884.89 

40.32 

4,208.72 

203,267.60 

i9r369.89 



128,637.0 

24,704.9 

7,857.9 

645.3 

157,173.8 

170.0 

46,296.0 

5,707,822.9 

86,743.2. 



SHIPPING. 

The subjoined tixble of Shipping for the prist three years, will show that there has not been the same amount 
of tonnage employed, upon the River, during the year 1865, as during the two preceding years. 

The whole of the carrying trade is now done by the Steamers running regularly, to the exclusion of Lorchas 
and sailing craft generally. 

During the year 1863, 69 steamers, and vessels under the Chinkiang pnss, entered, and 68 cleared; while the 
number iu 1864 had decreased to zz vesseia entered^ and 24 cleared; and in 1865 to 24 entered and 24 cleared^ 
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Shipping. — 
Showing the Number and Tonnage of Vessels entered and cleared under each Flag, Year 1865. 



Flag & Class or Vessels. 


ENTERED INWARDS. 


CT1EA.RED OUTWARDS. 


With Cargo. 


In Ballast. 


Total. 


With Cargo. 


In Ballast. 


Total. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


BRITISH. 
Steamers under Shanghai ) 

River Steamer Pass, . ( 
Steamers, Ships & Lorcha« 

imderChinkiangPass ( 
Junks under SpecialJunk / 

Pass, ] 

Rafts, 


95 

8 

I 
240 

I 


90,982 
1,334 

154,472 
150 


34 
II 

5 

82 

2 

2 


29,990 

3,770 

184 

49,076 
HS 

122 


129 
19 

5 

I 

322 

2 

3 


120,972 

5,104 

184 

203,548 
U5 

272 


80 
8 

I 

229 

I 

I 


75,626 

3,379 

'5 

145,028 
123 

22 


49 
II 

4 

93 

I 

2 


45,346 

1,725 

169 

58,520 
22 

250 


129 

19 

5 

322 

2 

3 


120,972 

5,104 

184 

203,548 
145 

272 


AMERICAN. 
Steamers under Shanghai ) 
River Steamer Pass, . ( 
Ships and Lorchas under / 

Chinkiang Pass, J 

SUNDRY. 
Ships a>.d Lorchiis under ) 
Chinkiang Pass, J 

Total, 


345 


246,938 


136 


83,287 


481 


330,225 


320 


224,193 


160 


106,032 


480 


330,225 





DUTIES. 

The total amount of duties collected during the year, falls short of that of either of the years 1863 or 1864. 
This is owing, however, to the abolition of the half or Coast Trade Duty, which used formerly to be collected upon all 
Tea shipped in Steamers, plying under the River Steamer Pass. 

Thus, {is the accompanying table will show, the Coast Trade Duty, which in 1863 amounted to fh 285,512.9.7.9, 
and in 1864 to 'Ih 203,239.3.0.4, in the year 1865, only amounted to fk 47,386.4.6.3; whereas the Export Full Duty, 
paid in 1863, amounted to 7h 579,449.5.0.4, in 1864 to 7h 423,852.3.5.7, and in 1865, to 7h 564,192.7.5.9. 

CoitfPARATivE Table of Duties Collected. 



Year, 1863, 
„ 1864, 
„ 1865, 



Full Import. 



fh m.c.e. 
160.2.3.2 
153.0.0.0 
67.4.1.3 



Half Import. 



Th m.c.c. 

890.8.9.9 

197.2.0.2 

70.8.4.0 



Fuy* Export. 



Half Export. 



fh m,c,e. 

579,449-5-o4 
423,852.3.5.7 
564,192.7.5.9 



fh m.cc. 

285,512.9.7.9 

203,239.3.0.4 

47,386.4.6.3 



Tonnage 
Dues. 



7h m.cc. 
2,852.9.0.0 
1,745.0.0.0 
2,651.7.0.0 



Total. 



7h m.cc. 
868,866.5.1.4 
629,186.8.6.9 
614,369.1.7-5 



GENERAL REMARKS. 

Kiukiang, as a port of trade, has apparently many advantages in being situated so closely to the wealthy dis- 
tricts in the Poyang lake. Wu-ch'^ng ^^ ^^^ , distant firom Hukow eighty miles, is the centre of the trade, both 
Foreign and Native ; to this place goods arriving from the northern provinces, and intended for the south, are brought 

for sale :— Teas from Huichow ^[ j^ , and Wuyuen, ^ ^ ^ [in Ngan-hni ^ ^ , and Opium and Foreign 
goods from Kiukiang. 
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Were communication with Wu-ch'eng easy, the trade at Kiukiang would sensibly increase ; at present, Junks 
laden with produce are often detained at Hukow jAB Jpl for weeks, before they can obtain a favourable wind, to 
enable them to make way against the strong current that sets down the River. 

To remedy this evil, it has been suggested that small steamers, of light draught of water, should be permitted 
to proceed up the Lake, as far as Wu-ch'eng, to tow loaded Junks up to Kiukiang from thence. 

The Chinese assert, that there is one objection to Kiukiang ever becoming very popular as a resort of trade, 
which is, that the anchorage is so insecure during the winter months, that the owners of native craft are unwilling to 
send their boats there. 

Were it a mere question of secure anchorage and convenience for trade, Huk'ow would supply every want. 
Placed as it is at the mouth of the Lake, it would be easy of access for Foreign vessels, and would, at the same time, 
possess every facility for quick communication with the interior. Kiukiang, however, having been established as the 
port for now several years, hongs having been built, and an expensive Settlement having been laid out, it remains 
but to endeavour to foster the trade as much as can be done with the resources at hand, and to make the present tardy 
communication with the producing districts rapid and effective. 



FRANCIS W. WHITE. 

Acting Commimoner of Customs. 



REPORT ON THE TRADE AT THE PORT OF 

CIIINKIANG, 

FOR THE YEAR 1866. 



OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 

CHINKIANG, I 8th January, 1866. 

SIR, — I have the honor to report to you, on the trade of this port, during the past year. 

The results of the year's trade, during 1865, contrasts favorably with those of 1864. 

There has been an increase on the previous yeai* of three times the quantities of Opiura, Sandalwood and Piece 
Goods, and five times that of the Sugars, of all kinds, imported from Shanghai. The quantities imported contrasting 
with the previous year, as exhibited in the annexed Comparative Table, as follows : — 

Opium, in 1865, peculs 4,910 against peculs 1,716 in 1864. 

Sandalwood, „ „ „ 7,291 „ „ 2,405 „ „ 

Sugars, „ „ „ 45,000 „ „ 8,310 „ „ 

Shirtings, „ „ pieces 13,437 „ pieces 2,913 „ „ 

WooUen Goods, „ „ „ 574 „ „ 269 „ „ 

In the produce imported by the River Steamers from Hankow, there is an increase in Wood Oil of peculs 49,960, 
the total quantity being peculs 76,283 ; and peculs 19,446 of Vegetable Tallow were imported during the year, being an 
increase over the year 1 864 of peculs 9,402. 

These figures, whilst posst^ssing a certain importance in themselves, as exhibiting a greatly increased demand 
for the class of merchandise above enumerated, are the more significant, in that they confirm the opinion so long held, 
but not hitherto realized, that Chinkiang is pre-eminently well adapted for supplying the vast districts forming the basin 
of the Yang-tsz River, not easily approached from the seaboard. 

Chinkiang, being within 1 20 miles of the sea, and with flood tides making up to the port (even so far as 
Nankin during the winter months), is available for ships, or steamers, engaged in a direct trade between Foreign Countries 
and the Yang-tsz Ports, which ought eventually to prove of great advantage, for by this means the already extensive, 
and annually increasing. Foreign Trade on the river, would be greatly benefitted, by dispensing with the heavy charges, for 
storage, landing and re-tjhipment now incurred at Shanghai ; Foreign manufactures that might be so imported direct 
commanding a more ready sale. 

By reference to the comparative table of the increase in the value of Trade at the port of Chinkiang, it will be 
seen that the value of the Foreign Goods imported 

Diuring the year 1865 was Th 3,324,752. 

Against for the „ 1864 „ 1,005,486. 

Shewing an increase for the year of. 7ii 2,319,266. 

This increase is mainly to be attributed to the large importation of Opium. But apart from Opium, other 
Foreign Goods shew a considerable increase, their total value amounting, for the year 1865, to 'Ih 283,526, against, for 
the year 1864, 7h 61,786 ; whilst the increase in the value of Opium, over the previous year, was 7h 2,097,526, the 
value of the whole quantity imported being 7k 3,041,226. 

To Robert Hart, Esq., 

Inspector General of Customi, 
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By keeping distinct the value of the Copper C:ish exported (as forming specie^ rather than goods), and the vaUie 
of the Timber forming Rtifts (as not beirivj; shipped by foreign vessels, consequently not strictly appertaining to Foreign 
Trade) from the other general imports and exports oi Native goods respectively, we have an incrciise— as shewn in the 
comparative table of values above alluded to— in the value of Native goods imported, of Ih 987,382, and in that of goods 
exported, of 7h 96,096 over the previous year, which would not appear were those two. articles severally included, and 
for that reason separated them in the table referred to. 

Thus the trade of this port is far from bring so insignificant as it is generally presumed to be. With an 
import trade of nearly 5,000 chests of Opium, over 7,000 peculs of Sandalwood, and 45,000 peculs of Sugar annually, 
bt'> idns Hankow produce brought by the Steamers to the extent of over peculs 200,000 deadweight during the year, 
benefitting them at least commercially by the freights such (juantities must represent. These Steamers thus bring imports 
to the port from both ends of their journey, both on Uio voyage from Shanghai, and on the voyage down,— a privilege 
not much shared in by the other intennediate port, our Kiukiang rival I These circumstances all tend to shew the many 
natural advantiiges it possesses as a port, derived mainly from the lociil position of Ciiinkiang, at the intersection of the 
Imporial C I'lal, on the right bank of the Yang-tze River, with its Northern branch on the opposite or left bank, 
''" communicating by its various branches with a suca'ssion of wealthy cities and populous districts to the north and 
eastwards, and as far as the Yellow River, and even far beyond it— in fact comuiaiiding the internal tmffic of sevenvl 
provinces, by which to distribute merchandize. 

This vitality in the trade only declared itself during the spring of 1865. Nankin having been recovered, and the 
rebellion quelled during the previous summer, the pent up supplies of Wood Oil, Varnish, Paper> Hemp, &c., were eagerly 
sought after, and despatched to meet building and other requirements, in such large quantities, that during the first four 
months so much of these goods had been received as to equal the whole importations of the previous twelvemonth, and 
during the remaining two-thirds of the year, similar quantities arrived, so that by the end of 1865 the impoitjitions of 
many articles had been trebled in quantity. 

This would have been the tune for Merchants having any interests at stake to have availed of. Business to 
some extent was done during the spring by them, which led to a scheme being canvassed, and which was well su])ported, 
lor const rueiing a Steamer Jetty. This was very nmch needed here, owing to the great depth of water and an exposed 
sliore oti" the settlemeut, fonning so inditlerent an anchorage, that vessels are compelled, failing a buoy or hulk to go 
to, to ca-st anchor oil* the opposite bank of the river, to tlie great detriment of the resident merchants, anxious to exercise 
a duo control over their business. 

Sliortly after this, a jjeriod of commercial depression was experienced at Shanghai, and much of the business 
here, thi^.t Wiui until then in the hands of Foreigners, had to be relinqiushed, and ail measures of public utility to be 
abandoned, the tmde relapsing, with an exception or two, into the hands of the Chinese dealers. 

The port being still divided into two anchorages, coupled with the remains of a pernicious system, introduced 
at a time when there was no market on the spot at Chinkiang, of selling goods deliverable at some distant inland 
mart (I allude to sales of Hankow produce esjjecially), has seriously fettered business transactions, involving an 
unaccountably mysterious disappearance of the profits on most ventures, the surplus return — sales being represented by 
the Native Broker employed to have been absorbed by various enormous inland charges levied on the road, the correct- 
ness or otlierw is« the foreigner has no metms to verify. 

Such details, as the foregoing, would not be deserving of mention in a report on a port where the trade was firmly 
establL^ed on some permanent baSiS, but iiitherto there have been but few signs of this being the case, so far as 
roojigner s share in the trade is concerned, and yet they do in this instance appear to merit place therein, whilst passing 
in review the jiort in its comparative infan<:y, so as to mark the various stjiges of its growth before attaining the more 
large dimen^^ons that it is destined to witness. 

Leaving aside the question of the value of Ciiinkiang as a phice of tmde, as exemplified by the statistics of 
trade for tiie p.ist year, and wliilst not begrudging to it the title of some future pretensions to importance 
liS the available sea port of this truly majestic river the ** Yang Tsz," let us trace the cause of the flourishing state of 
the tnide now being reported on for the past year, in cormection with another most extensive and imporUmt trade 
carried on on its waters,— that of the " Salt Trade." Tht* removing the central depot for transliipphig S^ilt brought from 
the liiierior by inlaiid Caiiiii to Kwa-chow point oppoc>itv < 'hi»ikiaug, at whioli place only the River Jmiks were permitted 
t » load from tlie Govern luent warehouses, gave the great iinpetus to the trade of Chinkiang. Where previously there 
wore not more tluin 80 Junks, there are now some i.ooj manned by some 30,000 Hu-peh men. The trade is now 
thrown open to all Chinese who like to engage in it. 'I'liu prices both of purchase and sale are fixed by Government 
at sufticiently liberal rates to make it lucrative. But it is a long business for them, of sometimes six weeks to get up 
to Hankow, and they long to be allowed to get in tow of a st-jamer, but the evasion of their provincial Government 
taxes Is what the Authorities fear, and set the whole wo:ght of tiieir influence to prevent Foreigners being allowed to 
have anything to do with **<ifa/t," as it has been once lor aJ declared by Treaty to be contraband. It is a pity that it is 
sj persist'jiitly refused, for by mere saving of time Foreign fiitei-prise could supply them at a cheaper rate, and have 
the Salt better refined, which would certainly be a great boon tu the country people in the distant provinces. But I 
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know, Mr. Inspector General, that the subject has frequently had your attention, and the old monopoly abuse is now 
greatly remedied, you having in 1861 drawn up a Memorandum and obtained some Imperial Edicts, which were 
published in the Norih^China HeraM, reconunending that the trade should be conducted on more liberal principles. 

A broad canal for a boat anchorage is now being constructed above the settlement at ^e mouth of a creek 
leading from the back of Nankin, but stopping short about 20 Zi, where it is unnavigable. This will be a great 
eonvenience, and be capable of holding two to three hundred boats where previously they had no refuge or shelter. 



I am, Sir, 



Your obedient Servant, 



CHAS. A. LORD, 

Acting Commimoner of Customs. 



SPECIAL QUANTITY TABLE. 

Comparative Table shovring the increase or decrease on the Quantities of some of the Principal Foreign 
and Native Imports, for the Years 1864 and 1865. • 



Dbscription of Goods. 



^ Pt, H 
00 o ^ 

6 O^ 



1864. 



1865. 



Incrkase. 



Decreasb. 



IMPORTS FROM SHANGHAI, 

Opium, 

Sandalwood, 

Sugar, Brown, Foreign, 

„ White, „ 

„ Brown, Native, 

„ White, „ 

„ Candy, 

Total amount of Sugar, 

Shirtings, Grey, 

„ White, 

Woollen Goods, — 

Camlets, 

Medium and Habit Cloth,... 

Long Ells, 

Lustres, Plain and Figured,, 

Spanish Stripes, 

Bombazettes, 

Total of Woollen Goods,.., 



P&cuU 



Pieces 



IMPORTS FROM KIUKIANG 
AND HANKOW, 

Fungus, 

Hemp, 

Oil, Wood, 

Paper, ist Quality, 

„ *.UU „ 

Tallow, Vegetable, 

Tobacco, Leaf, 

„ Prepared, 

Varnish 

Wax, White, 



Peeuls 



2,536.23 

3,588.18 

1.973.90 
212.37 



1,716.67 
2,405.00 



8,310.68 

2,050 
863 



269 



1,237.56 
8,641.41 

26,323.49 

1,677.35 

11,735.38 

10,043.87 

6,028.10 

5,860.11 

590.68 

224.10 



8,444." 

2,727.50 

20,367.27 

12,681.77 

785.53 



190 

91 

70 

885 

278 
60 



4,910.50 
7,291.83 



45,006.18 

9,980 
4,457 



1,574 



871.94 
9,633.58 

76,283.85 
2,040.62 
1,639.62 

19,446.39 

8,738.43 

4,756.09 

617.19 

405.75 



3,193-83 
4,886.83 



36,695.50 

7,930 
3,594 



1,305 



992.17 

49,960.36 

363.27 

9,402.52 
2,710.33 

25.51 
181.65 



365.62 

10,095.76 
1,104.02 
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REPORT ON THE TRADE AT THE PORT OF CHIXKIANQ. 



SPECIAL VALUE TABLE. 

Comparative Table of the value of Import and Export Trade for Years 1864 and 1865: — separating Wood, comprising 
Rrtfte, from the general Imports of Native Produce ; Copper Cash from the rest of the Native Exports ; and 
Opium, from the general Imports of Foreign Goods. 



IMPORTS-NATIVE PRODUCE,— 

General Imports, Native Produce, 

Wood, comprising Rafts from Hankow,. 
Treasure, 


Year 1864. 


Year 1865. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


7h 

♦1,416,869 

2,250,999 
t 405,180 


4,073,048 


2,404,251 

638,478 

1,545,292 

174,766 
777,381 


4,590,021 


* 987,382 

96,096 

221,740 
2,097,526 


7h 
1,612,521 

352,889 


EXPORTS— NATIVE PRODUCE,— 

General Exports, Native Produce, 

CoDDer Cash 


78,670 
1,130,270 


I 208 dAQ 


952,147 


IMPORTS- FOREIGN PRODUCE,— 
General Imnorts. Foreiffn Goods 


61,786 
943,700 


1,005,486 


283,526 
3,041,226 


3^324,752 


Opium, .'... 


• 











Note. — Oenercd Import, Native ProdtLce, — * The Increase shewn, consists chiefly in the item of Wood Oil 

from Hankow, which is Til 723,000 more in value than 
that of the quantity imported during the Year 1864. 
„ „ „ „ „ t Treasure, for six months only, during the Year 1864. 



REPORT ON THE TRADE AT THE PORT OF 



NINGPO, 



FOR THE YEAR 1865 



OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 

NINGPO, 1ST January, 1866. 



SIR,— I have the honour to make to you my report on the Trade of this port during the past year. 

Trade at Ningpo throughout the whole of 1865 has been decidedly less prosperous aud remunerative than was 
looked for after the largely increased business of the previous ytar. 

On the total value of trade a decrease of Th. 2,666,468 is apparent. 

From the Con;parative Table api)ended to the Returns, it will be seen, that while Foreign Trade shows a 
decrejise of fh 3,645,598, Coast Trade exliibits an increase of lU. 979,131,— clearly showing that the business of the year 
has resulted more favorably to the Native than the P''>reign Merchant. 

The only gratifying feature in the tmftic of the port, and it is one strongly indicative of steady improvement, is 
the greater Export of Tea and Silk. The latter of course still tails very far short of the original amount produced in the 
province previous to its devastation by the Rebels ; but the improvement indicates a feeling of security amongst the 
country people, to be attained only by a state of order and tranquility. 

The cause of the large Export of the former staple is, that Tea, hitherto supplied to the Kiukiang market, has 
this season found its way to Ningpo. This may be confidently expected to continue, and there can be little doubt that 
1866 will see still larger quantities of Fye-chow Teas sliipped hence. 

Let us hope, also, that the shipments may be direct to Foreign countries, and that the port of Ningpo may come 
to be considered, so far at least, as trade is concerned, something more than a mere suburb of Shanghai. 

The past year has been a peculiarly unforliinate one for shipping at this port. A large number of Vessels of 
small toimage jiisually resort hither in the summer mouths to obtain charters to load produce at the Northern ports for 
the South, but this season those uuirkets have ofl'ered them no employment. 

Entries and Clearances compare thus, — 



Vessels Entered, 


1863. 


1864. 


1865. 


No. 1,554 Tom 252,587 
„ 1,644 » 250,272 


1^0, 1,409 Torw 296,31 1 
„ 1,429 „ 299,355 


No, 910 Tom 258,247 
„ 906 „ 250,787 


Cleared 





It must be remembered, however, that the two Steamers plying daily between this and Shanghai, constitute the 
najor part of the total tonnage. 

Opium has altered but little in the total quantity imported, it being in 1864, peculs 3,303, against peculs 3,379 
in 1865. Midwa Opium has fallen of 25%, while all the other kinds have increased in quantity. The taste for Persian 
drug seems to be extending. 



To Robert Hart, Esq., 

Impector General of Casioms, 
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The Import of Opium at Ningpo since the opening of the Custom House stands as follows : 



Malwa 


1861. 


1862. 


1863. 


1864. 


1865. 


Peculs 1,436 
»» 


Peculs 1,278 
y, 27 
„ 


Peculs 2,707 
56 


Peculs 3,01 1 
222 

46 
» 17 


Peculs 2,427 

„ 206 

•88 

22 


Patna, 


Benares, 


Persian, 


Turkey 





Tea exhibits an increase of peculs 13,105, the cause of which is already mentioned. If 24,000 peculs is at all 
a correct estimate of the quantity of Fye-chow Tea shipi^ed, we may consider tluit the manufacture of the iirticle in the 
places whence our market has hitherto been exclusively supi)lied, has not equalled that of last year, and that our most 
gratifying result is owing solely to accident. 

Silk. The Export of this production has doubled since last year, and Native Merchants are of opinion that next 
year ought to show an equal improvement. Silk exported from Ningpo: — 



Pecnh 


1861. 


1862. 


1863. 
57.63 


1864. 
948 


1865. 
1,914 


.... 6,655 


1,507 



The trade in Cotton, owing to the events in America having pennitted England to supply herself from for- 
mer sources, and allowed Indiim Cotton to he shipped to China as heretofore, has returned to its fonner limits. Only 
peculs 33,563 have been exported from Ningpo this year, ngainst peculs 103,201 in 1864. 

No direct shipments have been made to Europe this season. 

At one time an opportunity presented itself of making large shipments to the South, but Native holders, 
influenced doubtless by the speculative demand in 1864, held for too high rates. 

At an early period of the season, a belief was entertained that the Rice crop had suffered irretrieviably, and 
that large supplies of Foreign grain would be sought for to cover the deficiency ; the result however, has not justified 
these anticipations, peculs 577,7<S3 only having been imported, ag-aiust peculs 1,911,144 in 1864. Tliere being but 
little Rice in the place, there must necessarily bo a considerable Import in the fii*st few months of 1866 ; there can be but 
little doubt, however, of the importation of this article decreasing, as the lands laid waste by the Rebels contmue to be 
again brought mider cultivation. In other branches of our Trade of minor importance there is little change to report, 
and where it exists it shows to the disadvantage of 1865. Nevertheless, it must not be concluded that Ningpo is 
retrograding. The present depression is jnerely the reaction naturally attendant on the feverish state t)f commercial 
activity in 1 864 ; and as trade here has stoadily improved from the commencement, so it is reasonable to suppose it 
will continue to advance in spite of occasional checks. 



I have the honour to be, 



Sir, 



Your obedient servant, 



JAS. K LEONARD, 

Commmioner of CuiUmis. 



REPORT ON THE TRADE AT THE PORT OF 



FOOCHOW, 



FOR THE YEAR 1865. 



OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 

FOOCHOW, January 318T, 1866. 

SIR, — I have now the honor to report to you upon the trade of Foochow, since the opening of the port to 
Foreign Trade in the year 1842. 

From that period until 1855, it was little used, except as a place into which opium might be smuggled with 
comparative impunity. During the first few years this opium was exchanged for specie, &c, but subsequently a few 
cargoes of Tea formed a small proportion of the Returns. From the years 1856 until 1861, the Tea trade continued to 
increase steadily and rapidly, except during seasons 1857-58 and 1858-59. TMs may be seen from the following table : 



Destination. 


SsASON 1856-57. 


Season 1857-58. 


Season 1858-59. 


SXABOM 1859-60. 


Season 1860-61. 


Great Britain, 


fts 

21,396,500 
3,735,500 
7,435,600 
2,712,400 


lbs 

21,8131300 
2,684,200 
6,259,300 
1,293,500 


lbs 

18,227,300 
4,376,600 
6,701,700 


lbs 

26472,500 

5,363,700 

8,615400 

897,000 


fbs 

36,507,700 
11,797,200 
11,293,600 


Australia, 


United States, 

Continent, 


Total lbs... 


35,280,000 


32,050,300 


29,305,600 


41,348,600 


61,666,500 



In the year 1857, the occurrence of the commercial crisis in England caused a great depression in the home 
produce markets, while the failure of several Banks, and the distrust with which many mercantile houses were regarded, 
eaitailed the credit necessary for carrying on an extensive business in 1858-59. The fidling off in the Tea export during 
that season is thus accounted for. 

IMPORTS. 

With the exception of Opium, imports by Foreigners were few until the year i860, when the occupation of 
Hankow by the Rebels caused a portion of the supplies for the provinces of Hoonan and Kiangsi, previously reoeive||^ 
through the above port, to find their way through Foochow. This transit trade was only temporary, but it probably 
proved very beneficial in introducing the consumption of Foreign Qoods in this province. Since then the value of the 
import trade was steadily upon the increase, until the close of the year 1864. Owing, however, to the fluctuations in the 
price of Cotton, consequent upon the American war, the demand for piece goods has varied ooosiderably. In 1865 the 
value of Foreign manufactures imported was little more than half the amount for the preceding year. This may be 
variously accounted for, and some weight should be attached to each of the following reasons: — 

I8i. — It is said that a large stock remained over, in the hands of the dealers, firom their purchases in 1864, 
and they were consequently disinclined to buy during the following year. They were also precluded from purchasing on 
account of the heavy local taxes. 



To EoBERT Hart, Esq., 

Inspector General of Cu$toms. 
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27id. — In consequence of the large production of Cotton in the North, and the small demand which existed 
for its exportation to Europe, the natives were enabled to import Nankeens at a lower price, and thus prevented Foreign 
Piece Goods from possessing a remunerative value. 

yd. — The rice crops hiivin": proved much smaller than usual, the high price of food interfered with the con- 
sumption of articles not actually reijuircd. 

4'/j.— The long credit which Foreign hongs in Foochow usually grant buyers, and which in some cases extends 
to three months, rendered most importers in Hongkong indifferent to shipping to this pwil. 

The following tjible of Foreign manufactures impc»rted into Foochow has been collated from the yearly 
Returns, in order to shew the course of the trade since the estiiblishmcnt of the Foreign Customs on the 14th of July, 
1 861. Owing U) the lax manner in whicli the native authorities collected the import duties prior to that date, it has been 
found imp<)ssible to obtain reliable statistics relative to preceding years. 



Description of Goods. 



Shi rtings, Gi-ev, 

White, 

T-Cloths, Grey, 

American Drills, 

Spanish Strii>es, 

Long Ells, 

Camlets, 

Other Foreign M'factures, 

Total Value $... 



1861. 
July i^Oi to De^. ^\st. 



Pieces. I Value % 



29,3601 

4,862 

930341 

22,950; 

1,075 

1,419 

. 617 



58,720 
i3,i-'7 
127,335 
78,03. 
22,978 
12.771 
24,462 
27,896 



365,319 



1862. 



Pieces. 1 Value $ 



41,492; 120,233 
7,2851 23,401 
130,330 277,009 



6,046 
3,708 
2, 1 86 
2,350 



23,Q44 
80,484 
26,020 

44,787 
95,290 



691,168 



1863. 



Pieces.|Value$ 



71,437 
7,453 

35,375- 

i8> 

5,506 

7,184 

3,152 



299,222 
48,941 

114,919 
12 

111,58 
66,500 
60,849 

219,891 



922,024 



1864. 



Pieces.i Value $ 



47,685! 

l6,I«2| 

57,989' 
16 

4,674 
5,403 
3,201 



207,430 
76,745 

217,459 

112 

97,906 

51,058 

56,034 
305,089 



1,011,833 



1865. 



Pieces. Value $ 



44,613,! 
6,393l 

I7,i66j 

120' 

3,382 

1,538 

2,958 



178,44a 
58,358 
60,08 
960 

66,45 

18,456 

62,611 

298,811 



724,177 



The import of Opium also hjis fallen off considerably in tlie year 1865, owing to heavy local exactions. Malwa 
was formerly preferred, but there is now a readier sale for Patna and Benares. The following table shews the import of 
Opium since July 14th, 1861 : — 



Description of Goods. 



t86i. 
July I4'/A to Dec, ^ui 



Chests. 



Value % 



1862. 



Chests. 



Value $ 



1863. 



Chests. Value $ 



Chests.l Value $ 



1864. 



1865. 



Chests. Value $ 



Malwa, 

Patna, 

Benares 

t^ersian, 

Total, 



2,746i 

425 

41 



1,922,550 

352,750 

34,440 



5,992 

1,122 

178 



4,753,316 
900,200 
135,875 



5,152^3,996,859 



1,218 

136 

4 



3,^12* 



•2,309,740 



7,292 



5,789t39I 



6,5 loi 



945,683 
109,68: 
2,600 



3,9002,858,700 
i,978;i,i5o,3i 



8 



475 
128 



5,054,824 



266,000 
72,32< 



1,919 1,516,900 
1,966^ 1,036,397 



1,013 

343 



6,4814,347,338 5,24113,312,364^ 



565,756 
193,311. 



The subjoined table relates to the import of Metals :- 



Dbsceiption of Goods. 


1S61. 
July i/^th to Dtc. ziii 


1862. 


1863. 


1864. 


1865. 


Peculs. 


Value! 


Peculs. 


Value $ 


Peculs. 


Value! 


Peculs. 


Value! 


Peculs. 


Value ! 


Lead 


30»74i 
222 


276,674 
1,995 
4,560 


45.190 
1,482 


384,023 
13,894 
32,995 


43,186 
1,026 


333,054 


35,780 
I1309 


232,570 

8,836 

21,569 


36,686 
1,512 


244,845 
13,607 

46,945 


Tin Plates, 


Other Metals, 


Total Value, ♦ 


... 


283,229 


... 


430,912 


... 


397,321 


... 


262,975 


... 


305,397 
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The following is a Summary of the Values in the three preceding Tables: — 



Dbscriptioh of Goods. 


1861. 
July-Dec. 


1862. 


1863. 


1864. 


1865. 


Value! 


Value $ 


Value $ 


Value $ 


Value $ 


Foreign Manufactures, 


365,319 

2,309,740 

283,229 


691,168 

5,789,391 
430,912 


922,034 

5,054,824 

397,321 


1,011,833 

4,347,338 

262,975 


724,177 

3,312,364 

305,397 


Opium, 


Metals, 


Total Value, $ 


2,958,288 


6,911,471 


6,374,169 


5,622,146 


4,341,938 





IMPORTS FROM HONGKONG. 

The direct imports into Foochow from Foreign countries are small, Opium and Foreign Groods being generally 
transmitted through Hongkong. Thence, also, much valuable produce is received from the South of China and the 
Straits. This trade is, with the exception of Rice, ahuost entirely carried on by Natives, who, however, usually import 
in Foreign vessels. The following is a stiitement of the principal imports of Native origin, during tlie years 1 864 and 
J865:— 



Description of Goods. 



Rice, 

Sugar, 

Tobacco, 

Pepper, 

Silk, Raw and Manufactured, 
Vermilion, 



1864. 



Pcculs. I Value $ 



8,184 j 

13,739 I 
3,182 
2,037 



28,647 

128,932 

69,938 

20,522 

161,847 



i86v 



Peculs. 



Value $ 



100,216 

21,129 

2, 1 08 

3,950 

312 



325,701 
140,885 

54039 
36,093 

274,055 
33,244 



During the year 1865, goods of Foreign origin to the value of $941,949 wore imported by Chinese. This 
amount, added to $ 91 1,573,— the Vidue of Chinese pi-odu(t.s,— gives a total of $ 1,853,522, against $ 1,132,241 in 1864. 
There has been a great increase in this branch of the trade during the year 1865, and several new commodities have 
been introduced which will probably lead to still larger importations. 



IMPORTS FROM SWATOW. 

During the year 1864 these amounted in value to $ 3,826 only. It is, however, satisfactory to find that in 
1865 they rose to ) 50,661, and this may probably be accepted as a sign of the commencement of €l permanent trade. 
The following table shews the chief articles imported from Swatow during the past two years: — 



DxscRiPTioN OF Goods. 


1864. 


1865. 


Peculs. 


Value $. 


Peculs. 


Value.!. 


;BotelLeaf, 


556 


3^53 


547 
1,839 
-4,024 


3,829 
24,987: 


Potato Flour, 


Suiaur, 


Total, 


556 


3,333 


6,410 


38,012 
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IMPORTS FROM AMOY. 

From the following statistics it will be seen that this trade also is in its infancy. The value in the jecur 1864 
was $ 27,196, and in 1865 $ 118,278. 



Descbiptiok of Goods. 



1864. 



Peculs. 



Value $. 



1865. 



Peculs. 



Value $. 



Potato Flour, 
Glass Ware,... 

Sugar, 

Rice, 



Total,. 



76 

2,245 



1,140 
7,507 



2,321 



8,647 



4,090 

453 
4,410 



8,953 



20,450 
27,169 
37,233 



84,852 



IMPORTS FROM NINGPO. 

Are principally Cotton, Cuttle Fish and Nankeens. Many descriptions of goods are, however, transmitted 
through Ningpo, from the Yang-tze and Northern ports, and from Japan. These are Tobacco, Wax, Silk Piece Goods, 
&c. The trade shews a falling off during the past year, the value being only | 1 1 7,287, against 1 2 14,689 in 1 864. This 
was perhaps caused by the increase in direct imports from the nortL 

IMPORTS FROM SHANGHAI. 



The productions of Shanghai imported into Foochow are chiefly Cotton, Nahkeens, and Silk, but that place 
serves to a much greater extent than Ningpo as an entrepdt for the produce of the North, the interior, and Japan. The 
following table shews the import of the above mentioned articles during the years 1864 and 1865. 



Description of Goods. 



Cotton, 

Nankeens, 

Silk, Raw, 

„ Manufactured, 

Total, 



1864. 



Peculs. 



4,044 

26,322 

109 

174 



30,649 



Value $. 



105,135 

1,316,093 

62,614 

254,457 



i»73«,299 



1865. 



Peculs. 



5,183 

25,979 

24 

"5 



31,301 



Value $. 



129,583 

1,290,960 

15,718 

58,657 



1494,927 



Of goods imported from other places through Shanghai, the chief have been as follows : — 



Description of Qoodb. 



1864. 



Peculs. 



Value $. 



1865. 



Peculs. 



Value |. 



Peas, 

Rice, 

Bean Cake, . 
Tobacco,...., 



2,255 

4,023 
3,932 



6,765 

9,051 
116,172 



4,585 

6,478 

13,878 

7,294 



18,340 

21,055 

38,163 

218,405 



in 1864. 



The total value of imports of all kinds from Shanghai, during the year 1865, was 1 1,976,625, against $ 2,055,840 
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IMPORTS FROM CHEFOO. 

Are principally Tobacco, Cotton, Wheat, Peas, Bean Cake and Bean Oil. The following table of the chief 
imports during the years 1864 and 1865, will shew that this trade progresses favorably. 



Description op Gtoods. 



1864. 



Peculs. 



Tobacco, 

Cotton, 

Wheat, 

Peas, , 

Bean Cake, 

Bean and Pea Oil,. 



653 

265 

1,640 

4,559 

6,060 



Value $. 



1865. 



Peculs. 



Value $. 



I9r5 77 
1,900 

4.919 
13,677 
i7o94 
48,482 



1,016 
1,226 
5,649 
43,245 
23,968 
8,411 



30,471 

30,652 

22,594 

172,980 

65.913 
115,699 



The total value of imports from Chef 00 in 1864, was $ 194,161, agiiinst $ 514,693 in 1865. 

IMPORTS FROM TIENTSIN. 

The principal articles imported from Tientsin are Tobacco, Snuff and Cotton, the demand for which commodities 
increased considerably during the past year, as may be seen from the following statement. 



Description of GrOODs. 



Tobacco, . 

Snuff, 

Cotton,... 



1864. 


1865. 


Poculs. 1 Value $. 


Peculs. 


Value $. 


938 


28,127 


1,444 
98 

1,519 


43,334 
19,640 

37,985 



The total value of imports during 1864 was $ 72,813, against % 195,565, the value in 1865. 

IMPORTS FROM NEWCHWANG. 
The chief direct imports diuring the past two years have been as follows : — 



Description of Goods. 



Peas, 

Bean Oil,.... 
Bean Cake, . 



1864. 



Peculs. 



21,488 
15,403 



Value $. 



64,465 
34,656 



1865. 



Peculs. 



Value $. 



17,191 

3,816 

33,188 



68,765 

53,424 
91,266 



The total value of imports from Newchwang during the year 1864, amounted to $ 11 2,446, agivinat $ 213,455, 
the value in 1865. 

IMPORTS FROM FORMOSA. 

This trade is as yet undeveloped, but would increase were greater facilities for communication in existerc3. The 
principal imports at present are Coal and Rice, but in time of dearth the export from Formosa of the latter commodity 
is prevented by the Native authorities. Keelung Coal is brought over almost exclusively for the u.se of coasting steamers. 
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It is well adapted for steam purposes, and although it bums rather quickly, could, if subject to the same duty, compete 
readily with the Coal imported from England or Australia. The present export and coast duties on Formosan Coal 
amount to nearly $1.50 per ton, while upon Foreign Coal 7 cents only is charged. 

There has been a diminution in the imparts from Shanghai during the year 1865, as already stated. This was 
caused both by the impcHrtation from Hongkong of a larger quantity of Silk Piece Goods than formerly, and by the 
increase in direct shipments from the Northern ports. 

It has been already stated that the value of the principal Foreign imports during the year 1865, was $ 4,341,938, 
against $ 5,622,146 in 1864. This serious deficit is however almost counterbalanced by the improvement apparent in 
that branch of the impcnrt trade, which is carried on by Natives in goods of Chinese origin, of which the following is a 
summary, as regards value. 



Ports op Clxabamck. 



Hongkong^ 

Swatow, 

Amoy 

Ningpo,. 

Shanghai, 

Chefoo, 

Tientsin, 

Newchwang, 

Formosa, 

Total Value $ 



1864. 



Value $ 



878,882 

3,826 

27,196 

214,689 

2,055,840 

194,161 

72,813 

112,446 

76,817 



3,636,670 



1865. 



Value $ 



9",573 

50,661 

118,278 

117,287 

1,976,625 

514,693 

^95,565 

213,455 

69,118 



4,167,255 



It is satisfactory to observe, that the direct trade with Hongkong, Swatow, Amoy, Tientsin and Newchwang^ 
hiu» increased greatly during the year 1865, an^ that it promises to improve still further* 

EXPORTS. 

Tea. — This is the most valuable produce of Foochow. A small portion is sent Coastwise, but far the greater 
quantity is shipped direct to Foreign countries. ConsideraUe shipments are made, through H<HigkoDg, to Australia, 
America and India. It is said that in preparing teas for Foreign consumption, the same care is not now taken that whs 
expended upon it during the earlier days of the port This may be accounted for by the much larger quantity that ha» 
now to be prepared, and the ready market which all kinds have found during the past few year& 

The new Tea begins to arrive in the month of May, and of late years, so active has heexi the demand, that by 
the end of the following January, little has remained unsold. To compare the seasons accinately it is therefore necessary 
to consider them as beginning on about the 20th of May. The following statistics of the Export to Foreign countriea 
have been prepared in this manner, and shew the progress of the trade since the opening of the Foreign Customs. 



Destination. 


Season 1861-62. 


Season 1862-63. 


Season 1863-64. 


Season 1864-65. 


Season 1865-66. 




lb 

35,417,650 

2,497,444 
7,215,010 

8,094,944 
2,493,385 


lb 

45,oo2y^8i 

2,410,130 

227,930 

2,352,405 

2,323,834 


lb 

46,152,936 

969,616 

6^966,702 

8,037,750 

1,841,294 


ib 

45,248,390 

334,036 

4,763,830 

9,127,246 

3,478,414 


lb 

44,000,000 
2,681,166 
6,206,910 

'9»735,272 
2,921,688 


British Channel for orders,.. 
United States, 


Austitdia, 


Honcrkon^ 


Total lb 


55,718,433 


52,316,780 


63,968,298 


62,951,916 


65,545,036 



The export to Great Britain for season 1865-66 is an estimated amount, a& some teas still await shipment. 
The figures may, however, be relied upon as within a few thousand pounds of what the accual quantity will prove. 
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The cIj^ss of Tea most in request for Ejigland is Congou. A large quantity of Souchong is also requir.^*!, and 
a smaller quantity of Oolung. The bulk of the Scented and Green Teas and some Flowery Pekoe, are also exported to 
Enf^land. The last named variety was formerly much in demand for consumption on the Continent of Europe, but bos 
during the last four years gradually passed out of fiavor, and has consequently declined in value 50 per cent. 

For the C&tUinerU of Europe the cargoes consist chiefly of Souchong and Congou; the vessels being generally 
cleared for one of the English Channel ports, where they receive orders to proceed to their ultimate destinations. 

For Australia it is not usual to have more than one shipper of Tea in one vessel, and the name of the ship is 
usually printed upon the labels of the chests. The packages are required to be of certain standard weights, and the Tea 
must be of a uniform quality. To ensure^the latter, it is usual to mix and re-pack the Tea in Foochow. Congou is chiefly 
used, and the quality is always inferior. A few coarse Scented Teas are also shipped. 

Three-fourths of the Tea shipped to America consists of Oolung, uid the remaining one-fourth, chiefly of 
Congou and Souchong. A few Green Teas also are exported to the States. 

The names of the districts in which the principal Teas used for Foreign oonsumption are grown, may not here 
be out of place. Elsewhere will be found a few particulars regarding the geographical positions of those and other 
localities. Fu-ning-fu ^ ^ |jf^ produces Congou and Flowery Pekoe. A Tea is also grown in this district from 
which either Green Tea or Scented Orange Pekoe can be manufactured. The finest Congou and Souchong, are brought 
from Chien-ning-fu |^ ^ j^ and Shao-woo-fii QjJ ^ |^. In the former prefecture is Wang-k'^ng ^ J^ 
celebrated for its Souchong; on the borders of these two districts is E^aisov ^ "g , which has given its name to 
Foochow Congous as a cbss. The northern half of Ten-ping-fu ^ ^ ^' produces Congou, and the southern half 
Oolung. Latterly, a considerable quantity of Oolung has been prepared as Congou, and h much liked in England, on 
accouut of its strength. The Tea plants in this part of the province are best suited [or Oolung, although the chief 
difference between Oolung and Congou lies in the manufacture, not in the plant. The Sha-yun v|^ ^^ country is 

situated in this district, and is much esteemed for its production of Oolung. From Ting-chou-fii yX /Ti W ^ ^® 
west, but little Tea comes to Foochow, as a high range of hills shuts off the greater part of that place from water communica- 
tions with the river Min. The district is drained by the Han w^ "pK, which debouches at Swatow. On its 
northern boundary Foochow-fu produces Congou, Flowery Pekoe, and a kind suitable for Green, or Orange Pekoe. 
The southern central districts, Lung-yen-chou ^g gg^ j^ and Yimg-chun-chou jff^ ^^ j^ , produce Ning-yongs, 
which are of the Siune class as, but inferior to Oolungs, and much of the Tea which finds its way to Amoy. 

Timber.— The supply of wood, chiefly Pine, is obtained from Chien-ning-fu, Yen-ping-fii, Yeng-chun-chou, 
and Foochow-foo. This is probably on account of the superior facilities which exist for transporting rafts of Timber from 
these districts than from those higher up. This commodity, in the form of Poles, is exported largely to Ningpo and 
ShaughnL The older trees, formed into coffin-planks, are also sent in considerable quantities to the Northern ports, and 
are much esteemed. This trade affords employment to a great many Foreign vessels during the North-east monsoon, but 
during the South-west monsoon the greater portion of the timber is carried by junks. 

Oil.— Tea Oil, made from the seeds of the tea plant, is used for many purposes by the Chinese. After it ranks 
the descripiiou made from Ground Nuts. Both of thosie Oils are prepared in Yen-ping-foo^ chiefly for cousumi>tiou in 
the province. 

FuuiT, — both fresh and preserved, forms an important item amongst the exports from Foochow. The greater 

portion goes to Ningpo and Shanghai. It is produced chiefly in Foochow-fu and Hing-hua-fu SL ^i^ Bdf ; 

the former place furnishing Oiunges and Olives, and the latter principally Lung-ngans and Lichees^ 

»Slqar— is produced in Chaiig-chow-fu ^l j^ jf^ and Chiu-chew-fu. It is, however, sent to Amoy alono^ 
Bamboo— is secoul only to Tea in importance to the prosperity of the province. It is shipped to all the 

ports on the coast, either in its native state or iminufactured. The young shoots are u.scd for food in Shanghai and 

Ningpo, and during the autunm provides freight for several steamers. When manufactived into Paper, this export 

becomes of still higher value. 

Of this Paper an immense quantity is sent to Chefoo and Tientsin, the trade being carried on, upon a smaller 

scale, with Ningpo, Shanghai and Newchwang. 

PbTTRKY~of a coarse description is made at Nan-kuan ^ fjjfi in Fu-ning-fii, and Ts'iian-chou-fu 

7^ /H InP' ^^ ^'hi<^h place also Iron Pans, for cookir^ and te»-firing, and Iron Wire, are largely manufactured, but 
little exiwi-ted. 
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The follow! no: t<^ble .sl!(ws the A^'alue of the principal Exports from Foochow to the Coast Ports and Hongkonsf, 
in the years 1864 and 1865. It will be seen that in 1865 there has been an increase in the exports to all the jwils with 
the exception of Shanffhai. 



Ponrs. 



Bamboo. 



Paper. 



Timber. 



Tea. 



Fruit. 



1S64. I 1865. 1864. I 1865. I 1864. I 1.M63. , 1864. I 1865 



1864. . 1865. 



$ 



I 



Newchwau<r, 

Tientsin, j 2,661 i 

Cheloo 4,649 ! 

Si;a7i;:lj;u, 66,147 1 

Ni 11^1)0, ; 8,286 ; 

FcniK.sa 1 ... i 

i\r.ioy, I 2,742 I 

^'^y-Mo^y, : 1,553 I 

H»in-kuni,s , 24,241 , 



10,361 

5^-V23 
106,135 

573 
7.857 
5464 



28,530 

75,113 

77,251 

3C9.U9 

87,014 

170 

6,090 



$ 

26,947 
237-225 
290,473 
121.935 

66,125 

722 

777 

2C)0 

2,795 



48; 

97^1 

1,334 i 

18,3511 

19,704: 
335 1 
120 

2,453 



^ I 
1,258 

19033 I 

4.5241 

14^026; 

21,190 I 

1 0,999 1 

236 



70,225 
13.177 
44,420 



35,867 
26,511 
1,161 ! (Foreign Table.) 



46,462 I 
16,535 



3.9H 
1,475 ! 
79,082 
83,602 
344, 
41 I 

6,025 ; 



7,514 

3.529 

123,041 

118,927 

892 

3,639 

432 

17,313 



Tlie following ti.ble shews the Valne in Dollars of the Native Produce Exported to Chinese 
during th(^ years 1864 and 1865 : — 



Ports from Foochow, 



Ports. 



Xewchwang, 

Tientsin, 

Chefoo, 

Shanghai, 

Ningpo, , 

Formosa, 

Amoy, 

Swatow, 

Total Value, $ 



1864. 



Value. 



29.142 

188,735 
110,929 
596,584 
216,032 

19,^55 
11,521 

1,794 



1,173,892 



1865 



Value. 



$ 

29,251 
363,267 

312,577 
580,831 
226,378 

44.544 
89,230 
40,087 



1,686,165 



It has been already remarked, that the increase in direct imports from Chefoo, Tientsin, and New-chwang, caused 
the Value of those from Shanghai to fall off in the year 1865. It will be seen that in the Exj)ort trade the same Ciuise 
has produced a similar result. The diminution in the value of shipments to Slianghiii during the year 1865, whs caused 
through a similler quantity of Paper having been sent there for trsuismission to tlx^ Northern jwrts in that year than in 
1 864 ; the bulk of this export having been latterly sent direct to its ultimate destination. 

SHIPPING. 

Four regidar Coasting Steamers ply betwee^i this port and Hongkong, and are rarely diverted from that line* 
To Shanghai and Ningpo three small steamers nm regularly, and in the Fniit season others are chartered temporarily. 
All these vessels are under the English flag, and as they each make on an average at least two trips per month, their 
frequent entry into Foochow considerably augments the aggregate British tonnage. 

Sailing vessels are chietiy employed in the Foreign Tea trade, a hirge number being also chartered for carrying 
Timber, &c., to Shanghai and Ningpo. During the Noi-th-east monsoon, junks being unable to beat up the Coast with 
Poles, a large demand necessarily exists for Foreign vessels. The following statement shews the number and tonnage of 
such vessels employed in that branch of the Coast Trade during the year 1864 and 1865 : — 



Years. 


Ningpo. 


SlIANOHAI. 


No. of Vessels. 1 Tons. 


No. of Vessels. 


Tons. 


1864 
1865 


16 3,256 
9 3,012 


102 
82 


54,304 
47,505 
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American ships are employed almost exclusively in carrying tea to the United States. Small Continental 
vessels, mostly Danish and Hamburg, are much liked by the Chinese for Coast trade purposes, and are also useful for 
Australian Cargoes. The following tables shew the number, tonnage and destination of vessels cleared from Foochow 
with Tea cargoes during the years 1864 and 1865 : — 

1864. 



FLAG. 


Great Britain. 


United States. 


Australia. 


Continent. 


Total. 


No. 1 Tons. 


No. 1 Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


British, 

American, ... 
Sundry, 

Total, 


51 
5 


38,678 

i;869 


10 

3 
2 


825 


22 
"'8 


6,354 
1,863 


2 


"728 


83 

3 

17 


49,963 
5^285 


s. 


40,547 


15 


8,622 


30 


8,217 


2 


728 


103 


58,114 



1865. 



FLAG. 


Great Britain. 


United States. 


Australia. 


Continent. 


Total. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


British, 

American,... 
Sundry, 

Total,... 


52 


35,827 


9 
2 


5,248 
1,437 


23 
9 


6,412 
2,798 




... 


84 
2 

9 


47,487 
1,437 
2,798 


52 


35,827 


II 


6,685 


32 


9,210 




... 


95 


51,722 



DUTIES. 



The Duties collected in Foochow since the opening of the Foreign Customs are shewn in the following com- 
parative table : — 



FLAG. 


1861. 


1862. 


1863. 


1863 

Ck>UPABP.D WITH 
1862. 


1864. 


1864 

Compared with 
1863. 


1865. 


1865 

Compared with 
1864. 


Joly-Dec 










Decrease. 




INCRXABE. 


Decrease. 


British, 

American, .. 
Sundry, 

Total a 


489,960 
45,222 

75,949 


1,291,771 
196,192 
280,798 


1,447,545 
111,222 
144,907 


155,774 
155,774 


84,970 
135,891 


1,421,765 
56,716 

122,779 


25,780 
54,506 
22,128 


1^88,664 
49,792 
99,577 


66,899 


6,924 
23,202 


611,131 


1,768,761 


1,703,674 


220,861 


1,601,260 


102,414 


1,638,033 


66,899 


30,126 



TRANSIT DUES. 



Lead is the only important article sent from Foochow into the Interior by Foreign Merchants. As regards Tea, 
although ForeigneiB advance largely to their compradores and tea-brokeiB for its purchase up country^ it is not regarded 
as Foreign property until delivered in Foochow, and the Chinese purchasers have therefore to defray all inland taxes and 
the expenses of the hongs in the tea districts. To meet this expenditure, however, the contractors diarge extra when 
delivering the Tea to Foreigners. The Tea-men find that to use Transit Passes for Tea would bring them into disfavor 
with the local authorities, and those documents are therefore never applied for. 
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THE PROVINCE. 

The province of Fu-chien f||g ^^ is divided into the following prefectures. To the north, on the sea>coast, is 
Fu-ning-fu ^ ^ jj^ ; south of which, on the coast, is Fu-chou-fu j|§ 7f| )fj ; the central district lying to 
the west of Foochow is Yen-ping-fu, north of which is Chien-ning-fu j^ ^ j^ , while to the west lie Shao-wu-fu 
SP :i^ Ifif ^^ Ting-chou-fu tr Wl !fif • Lung.yen-chou f| ^ ^ff) and Yung-chun^hou ^ ^ :f+|'^ 
situated to the south of Yen-ping-fu, and east of Ting-chou-fu. Hing-hua-fu S^ -j^J j^ lies east of Yung-chun- 
fu and south of Foo-chow-fu. The two southern prefectures, on the coast, are Tsiian-chou-fu ^^ yj| jf^ and Chang- 
chou-fu ^ yj^ H^ . The river Min ^ |^ forms the highway of the province, and, together with it** 
branches, is navigable far into the interior by small native craft. The city of Yen-ping-fu is situated in a position of 
the utmost importance, on account of its proximity to the main river, just where a large branch joins it from the north ; 
and as it lies below the junction of the streams which communicate with the other districts, an army in possession of 
this city might command the greater part of the province. Shui-k^ou, a small town about eighty miles from Yen-ping, 
is below the rapids, which farther up, both in the main river and in its tributaries, are numerous and dangerous. 

The Fukien province is mountainous, and presents so many obstacles to the construction of canals and railways, 
that they wHl probably never be introduced into this part of China. 

In conclusion, it may be remarked that the present commercial relations of this port seem to promise an 
increase in its prosperity. The native authorities are always willing to uphold the interests of Foreign Merchants, while 
the latter readily conform to the existing Trade Regulations. 

I have the honor to be. 



Sir, 



Your obedient Servant, 



f; nevill may, 

Acting Commisdoner of Cugtoms, 



REPORT ON THE TRADE AT THE PORT OF 

AMOY, 

FOR THE TEAR 1865. 



OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 

AMOY, 3 1 ST January, 1866. 

SIR, — Confonnably leith your mstmctioiiB, I have tihe honor to lay before you a Report of Trade for the year 
1865. 

When, a year ago, you received the Trade Retnnis for this port, a large portion of the neighbouring country 

was in a state of anarchy, and an important commercial city, Chang-chou-fu ( fSi j^ jm ), of which Amoy was but 
the depot, was in possession of the Rebels. Amoy was also, for a time, menaced by the Chang-maos, and kept in a 
constant state of alarm ; business was paralysed, and all commercial enterprise was at a standstilL 

My predecessor, Mr. Hughes, presented you with his Trade Report for 1864, and remarked that until the fall 
of Chang-chou-fu in the month of October of that year, the commercial prosperity of Amoy had been gradually on the 
increase for several yeais, and that there was reason to hope that^ upon the re-establishment of peace, it would quickly 
return to its original state. 

It is satisfactory to observe, that this hope has to a great extent been ahready realized. Indeed, since the recap- 
ture in April last of Chang-chou-fu, when the Rebels evacuated the adjoining districts in the province of Fu-kien, the 
trade of Amoy has been steadily progressive, which Is shewn by a comparison of the Quarterly Returns of Duties 
received, viz : — 

1st Quarter, fk 87,899 

2nd „ „ 98,188 

3wi w „ 117,095 

• 4th „ „ 168,854— or about the double of the first Quarter. 



I will now briefly particularize, under its varioos headings, the trade of this port for the past year :— 

I.— SHIPPING AND TONNAGE. 

In Shipping and Tonnage there has been a very large increase. In 1864, 661 vessels, registering 210,539 tons, 
entered the port, whilst in 1865 there were no less than 802 vessels, registering 276,319 tons, being an augmentation of 
141 vessels, and 66,280 tons. The increase in the departures consisted of 125 vessels, registering 70,693 tons. The 
above figures include 265 Steamers. Of these, besides the casual arrivals from the various Chinese ports, there are six 
which form a regular line between Hongkong, Swatow, Amoy and Foochow : three are ran by the Peninsular and Oriental 
Company, and three by Mr. D. Lapraik. It is by these boats that all the Opium arrives, as well as a considerable portion 
of the Native produce. The past year was an unfortunate one for two of these Steamers — the Corea and Chanticleer were 
lost, with all on board, between Hongkong and Swatow, in a typhoon, during the month of June. Another Steamer, 
named the Pootung^ was confiscated by the Chinese Government, for having resorted to a non-treaty port, for the purpose 
of trading in arms and ammunition with the Rebels. 



To Robert Hart, Esq., 

Inspector General of Ctutoms, 
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II.— IMPORTS. 

The yalue of the Imports amounts as under, — 

A, — For produce arriving from Fweign Ports | 5,870,462 

B.— Opium „ 3,060,550 

C. — Native produce from Native Ports „ 3,760,231 

D. — Foreign produce from Native Ports „ 283,481 

Total $ 12,974,724 

In 1864, the total value was „ 9,419,625 

Making a difference in favor of 1865 of. | 3,555,^99 

Due chiefly to the large arrivals of Rice, — being more than five times over the quantity imported in 1864,— and to the 
increased consumption of Opium. The following table will give an idea of the chief articles of Import:— 



Dbnohination. 


1864. 


1865. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


Opium, FeeuU 

Cotton Yam, „ 


4,774 

3,205 

65,230 

42,415 

27,501 

306,129 

150,814 

7,312 

202,124 


5,156 

3,936 

88,643 

46,377 

265,601 

822,546 

84,137 

187,569 


382 

731 

23,413 

3,962 

671,732 
76,825 


12,242 
41,128 

14,615 


„ Goods, Pieces 

Cotton, Peculs 

Metals, „ 

B<M^n Cak<^, ........*.. . 


Rice, „ 

Wheat, „ 

Beans and Peas, „ 



IIL— EXPORTS. 

The value of Exports is as follows : — 

A. — Exports to Foreign Ports $ 1,606,844 

J5. — „ to Native Porta „ 1,092,514 • 

Total, $ 2,699,358 

In 1864 it amounted to „ 3,773,811 

Shewing a deficit for 1865 of. $ 1,074,453 

This diminution is owing mainly to the small exportation of Sugar and Tea. Subjoined, a comparative table 
of the principal articles of Export during 1864-65 :— 



Denomination. 


1864. 


1865. 


Incrxasb. 


DxcaxAM. 


Tea, PeeuU 

Sugar, „ 

Nankeens, „ 

S?^^ " 

Medicme, „ 

Iron Ware, „ 


128^677 
2,454 

22,249 
1,959 
6,257 
3,264 
2,929 

51,495 


43,742 

51,317 
2,016 

24,808 
1,609 
3,561 
2,747 
2,861 

16,523 


2,859 


9,890 

77,350 
438 

350 

2,696 

517 

58 

35,175 


Tobacco, Prepared, „ 

Vermicelli, „ 

Gold Leaf, Pieces 
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IV.— RE-EXPORTS, 

A, — Foreign Produce re-exported to Foreign Ports $ 70*663 

B.~ „ „ „ „ Chinese Ports „ 1,100,355 

C— Native „ „ „ „ „ 28,279 

-D.— „ „ „ „ Foreign Ports „ 17,839 

Total, $ 1,225,636 

In 1864, the value amounted to 774*877 

Being an increase in 1865 of. 450,759 



V.~TOTAL VALUE OF TRADE. 

In adding up the values of Imports, Exports, and Re-exports, the value of the entire trade of Amoy represents 
% 16,899,718. In 1864 it reached the sum of $ 13,968,313, thereby shewing an increase for 1865 of $2,931,403. 

VI-DUTIES COLLECTED. 

In 1865, the grand total of Duties collected was $ 471,978. 

In 1864 „ 474*909^ 



Being a decrease in 1865 of $ 2,931. 

This is ( aiised by the delay in the exportation of Teas. A considerable portion of last season's Teas, contrary 
to what is usually the case, are only now being shipped. The large importation of Rice and other Merchandize, which 
enter free of Duty, whilst they testify to the increase of Trade, sufficiently explain the cause of the small deficiency in 
the Revenue. Tluy likewise tend to bear out the assertion, to the effect that if this neighbourhood had been in 
H state of peace, the money needed for the purchase of the common necessaries of life, would have been employed in the 
purchase of other Merchandize subject to duty, which would have made an increase instead of a decrease in the Revenue 
for 1865. 

VIL— GENERAL REMARKS. 

It may not be uninteresting to observe, that between the value of Imports of Foreign Produce [ excluding 
Opium ], and the value of Imports and Exports of Native Produce, there exists but little difference. It is also worthy 
of notice, that in the jwrt of Amoy, the Chinese Merchants transact to a great extent their own business, without having 
recourse to the Foreign Merchant as intermediary. They appreciate more and more the advantage of employing Foreign 
to Native craft, and they learn at the same time to dispense with Foreign assistance. 

In spite of the manifest extension of Trade, the European commercial community has a tendency to 
diminish. During the past year the Agencies oi the two largest houses of China have been suppressed. 

The small sum of Th 59.4.2.5, under the heading of Transit Dnes, which does not figare amongst the Duty 
Returns for 1865, is a sufficient indication, that the bulk of the Trade is the hands of the Chinese. 

It is probable that the facilities offered by the Customs with regard to applications to land and ship when 
presented by Chinese, tends to save them both time and money. 

This establishment, entering into the spirit of your instructions, affords to trade every facility compatible with 
the interests of the Chinese Government. 

Last year a Lighthouse was erected on one of the nx islands called '* Titan, ^ at the entrance to this port. It 
is kept up at the expense of this Office, and it gives general satisfaction. 

Amongst the actual requirements, that most needed just now is a Pier, alongside of which Steamers might load 
and discharge. The number of Steamers visiting Amoy, justifies the necessary expense, and that would, I presume, be 
partially met by the proprietors of the boats which run regularly between the Coast ports and Hongkong. 
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VIII.— CONCLUSION. 

I have now merely to add, that the commerce of this port, viewing the deplorable condition of the coimtry al 
the end of 1864 and the beginning of 1865, can be considered on the whole as satisfactory, and may be summed up as 
follows : — 

Value of Imports, $ 12,974,724® 4s, 6dL = ;£ 2,919,318. 

„ „ Exports, „ 2,699,358 =„ 607,355. 

Total, $ 15,674,082 = I 3,526,663. 

Duties received were Th. 471,978.2.9.6 —£ 162,242. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

C. KLECZKOWSKI, 

Commissioner of Customs, 
Certified true translation, 

C. KLECZKOWSKI, 

QommiiSMintr of Customs. 



REPORT ON THE TRADE AT THE PORT OF 



TAKOW-PORMOSA, 



FOB THE YEAB 1866 



OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 

TAKOW, I2TH January, 1866. 



SIR, — In accoirdance ^^th your instructions, the Returns of Trade for the Ports of Takow and Taiwan-fu have 
fcefen already forwarded to the Commissioner of Customs at Shanghai. 

Having been here only since May last, I can judge of the trade of the port for the first half of the year solely 
by reference to the books; and as the port of Taiwan-fu was not open to Foreign Trade previous to the ist January, 1865, 
I have no data with which to compare the trade of the past year. 

By reference to the Return of Duties you will see tlAt the duties for the quarter ended 30th June, 1865, exceed 
by the sum of Haikwan 7h 4,244.4.9.7, the total amount collected during the other three quarters; and the totsA amount 
collected diuring the last two quarters only exceeds the amount collected during the quarter ended 31st March, 1865, by 
the sum of Haikwan 1h i,794-9-3-8. 

The great excess of the Duties of the quarter ended 30th June, and the small amount in the following two 
quarters, may be accounted for from the fact that a quantity of Rice was exported in the first named quarter under Bond 
to Amoy, upon which Duty was paid ; but this duty, in accordance with the instructions of the Tartar General, was 
afterwards refunded, and consequently a considerable portion of the Duties of the remaining quarters was paid by 
Drawback. The prohibition to export Rice, except to Ajnoy and Foochow under Pass, — which Pass, as there are not now 
«ny unusual number of troops in Fukien, is difficult to obtain, — has deprived us of almost the only export which was 
available; and as regards Taiwan-fu, that port being an open roadstead, it is not safe for vessels to ventm'e there during 
the S. W. Monsoon. From 21st June to 7th October only one vessel, a Schooner of 103 tons, cleared from that port. 
Though, since the latter date, several vessels have visited Taiwan-fu, the trade during the last quarter has principally 
consisted in Imports. Two-ihirds of the tonnage at Taiwan-fu during the last quarter has cleared in ballivst, and even 
as regards the remaining one-third hardly any vessel has taken a full cargo. Of the total amount of duties collected in 
Taiwan-fu during the same period, only Haikwan 7h 248.0.0.9, or .rather less than one-tenth of the whole, consist of 
Export duties; the remaining nine-tenths are composed of Import and Coast Trade Duties. 

As regards Takow, though business here during the quarter ended September 30th was pretty brisk, yet the 
return of duties was small. The reason of this I have already to some extent explained ; in addition, I must point out 
that the principal article of export during that quarter was Rice under Pass to Amoy, upon which no duty was collected. 
During the last quarter trade has been nearly nil. During the whole quarter only 20 vessels have cleared from thk 



To Robert Hart, Esq., 

Inspector Gtneral q/* Customs. 
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Port. On two occasions we have been for a week at a time witboiit a single vessel in the port, and two or three times 
we have had only one or two, and during the whole quarter we have never had more than four vessels in the port at 
one time. We can hardly expect a large return for the trade of this port during the N.E. Monsoon, as the importance of 
Takow arises from its being the Port of Taiwan-fu during the S.W. Monsoon. 

The chief exports from Taiwan-fu and Takow are Sugar, Turmeric and Sesamum Seeds. The first of the 
new Sugar has only just now come into the market. The country pec^le have been holding back in the hopes of obtain- 
ing a better price. No Turmeric has as yet been exported this season, and Sesamum Seeds will not come in till summer. 

I have drawn out some tables, which I give below, comparing the trade of the two years 1864 and 1865. 



Table No. I. 

Showing the increase and decrease in 1865 in the principal articles of Import, as compared with the 14 months 

ended 31st December, 1864. 



Descbiftion of Goods, 



Cotton Piece Goods, — 

Brocades, Pieces 

Shirtings, Grey, „ 

„ White, „ 

T-aoths, „ 

Turkey Red Cambrics, „ 

Metals,— Tin, Fecult 

Nankeens, „ 

Opium, „ 

Peas, „ 

Tobacco, Prepared, „ 

Woollen Goods,— 

Camlets, English, Cha^gt 

„ Dutch, „ 

Lastings, „ 

Long Ells, „ 



1864. 



200 

2,650 

900 

300 

762 
1,104 
1,212 

900 

2,304 
738 
201 
440 



1865. 



606 
11,697 

3,500 
2,200 
4,800 
288 
2,120 
1,569 
4,537 

3»»32 

10,118 

714 

1,449 

1,821 



Increase. 



406 

9,047 
2,600 
1,900 
4,401 

220 
1,358 

465 

3,325 
2,232 

7,814 

1,248 
1,381 



Decrease. 



24 



Table No. II. 

Showing the increase and decrease in the principal articles of Export in 1865, as compared with the 14 

months eiuied 3i8t December, 1864. 



Description op Exports. 



Ground Nuts, P^cuU 

„ Nut Cakes, „ 

Hemp, „ 

Lung-ngans with Stones, „ 

„ without,, „ 

Sessamum Seed, „ 

Sugar, Brown, „ 

„ White, „ 

Turmeric, „ 



1864. 



1,9^5 
5,377 
595 
2,949 
4,488 

5,195 
108,5 1 7 

8,775 
5,765 



1865, 



6,744 

12,056 

1,849 

2,426 

2,633 

5,723 

117,057 

28,835 

4,101 



Increase;. ' Decrease. 



4,819 

7,679 
1,254 



52S 

8,540 

20,060 



523 
1,855 



1,664 



AT THE PORT OF TAKOW. 



69 



Tablb No. III. 

Showing the Tonnage which^ Entered and Cleared in 1865, as compared with the 14 months 

ended 31st December, 1864. 



TONNAGE. 



FLAG. 



American, ... 

Bremen, 

British, 

Danish, 

Dutch, 

French, 

Hamburg, ... 
Hanovenan, . 
Hawaiian, ... 
Norwegian, . 
Prussian, .... 
Portuguese, . 
Spanish, 



Total,. 



Entered. 



1864. 



No. Tons. 



2 
43 



2 

33 

7 



135 



480 
7,682 
6,785 

539 

7,626 

815 

654 
1,069 



25^0 



1865. 



No. Tons. 



13 

20 

42 

23 

3 

4 

25 

10 

I 

3 

I 



152 



1,584 
4,928 
6,106 
3,829 
705 
1,066 
5,885 

Moi 
150 
636 
826 
339 
'93 



27,648 



CUBARBD. 



1864. 



No. Tons. 



2 

35 
47 



31 
S 

3 
6 



134. 



480 
7,178 
7,435 

539 

7,i6s 

895 

654 
861 



25,207 



1865. 



No. T0B8» 



12 

2f 

44 
22 

4 
6 

26 

II 
f 

4^ 
3 
I 



159 



1,411 
4,980 
6,446 

3,659 
990 

6,060 
»,526 

854 
809 

339 
19J 



29,009 



By the first table you will see that there has been; on inciseasein the imports of all the acddes named with the* 
exception of Dutch Camlets, in which article there has been a slight falling off. 

The second table shows that there has been an increase in all the articles of export named, with the exception, 
of Lung-ngans and Turmeric. With regard to<the Lung-ngans, we had a severe typhoon when the trees were In blossom, 
which stripped the trees bare, and the crop has' been an entire failure. The few Lung-ngans which have been exported 
this year were the remains of the crop of 1864. The Tiumt^ric cnyp has also been a-poor one. The export of Rice has 
been to much affected by the restrictions that I have not considered it a fair article for comparison. There appears to* 
be very little difference in the return of the shipping for the two years. 

In comparing the two Betums it must be taken into account that, in the first place, they do not represent the 
same length of time,— the one being an account of the trade from 26th October, 1863, to* 31st December, 1864, or a little- 
more than 14 months^, and the other from ist January, 1865, to 31st December, 1865, or just 12 months. And on the other 
hand, that the latter return is for the trade of Takow and Taiwan-fu, whereas^ the former is for Takow only, as Taiwan- 
fu was not at that time open to Foreign Trade. 

Last year all the 0))ium re-exported was to Taiwan-fu, but as we now look upon the Ports of Takow and Tai<- 
wan-fu as one Port, we have not reported the re-exports to the former place. 

Upon the whole, there appears to be a satisfSactory increase of trade during the past year, and the increase 
would doubtless be greater in the coming year if we could induce the Chinese Authorities to take off the restriction from 
the export of Rice ; but though the crops of Bice this year were very good, Rice ia^ still dear, and the Taotai fears a rebel- 
lion if he ventures upon such a step. 



I am. Sir, 



Your obedient Senrant, 



HENRY JAMES FISHER, 

Asgistcmt in Chargfi, 



REPORT ON THE TRADE AT THE PORT OF 



SWATOW, 



FOR THE YEAR 1865 



OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 

SWATOW, 318T Januart, 1866. 



SIR,— I have the honor to submit the following remarks, on the trade of this port, for the past year. 

IMPORTS. 

Our general Import Trade compares &yorably with that of 1864, shewing an increase on the total estimated 
ralue of $ 2,314,191. The following comparatiye table shews the principal Imports for the two years : — 



Gk>OD& 



Shirtings, Grey, Pieces 

White, „ 

r-aoths, „ 

American Drills, „ 

Dyed Cottons, „ 

Turkey Reds, „ 

Other Cotton Goods, „ 

Woollens, „ 

Opium, Malwa, ChuU 

„ Patna, „ 

Cotton Yam, PeeuU 

Cotton, „ 

Bean Cake, „ 

Beans and Peas, „ 

Medicine, „ 

OU, „ 

Pepper, Black, „ 

» White, „ 

Sif®* » 

Wheat, „ 

Vermicelli, „ 



1864. 



20,986 

8,271 

7,000 

814 

2,700 

410 

2,492 

5,128 

2,163 

2,215 

2,541 

50,584 

1,028,091 

253,047 

4,112 

5,720 

i|235 

92 

107,164 

14,487 
5,562 



1865. 



41,111 
10,319 
12,810 
1,127 
2,711 
2,814 
2,037 
5,772 
1,287 
2,763 

4,249 

58,170 

896,619 

297,262 

6,130 

7,044 

1,865 

185 

644,621 

55,667 

6,291 



Decrease. 



355 
"876 

I3M72 



Increase. 



20,125 
2,048 
5,810 

313 

II 

2,404 

644 

"548 
1,708 
7,586 

44,225 
2,018 

1,324 
630 

93 

537457 

41,180 

729 



To Robert Hart, Esq., 

Inspector General of C'iutams, 



rl REPORT as TOE TRADE AT THE POST OF 3WATOW. 

KZPOSTS. 

Oar Export tndaihcfVB A gnat fidlinT off in eoai{MriBaBwilkti^ tins dedxne b ml euilj to be 

aeeoanUd fo, a h hnngft, doabtlea, the orer specoktiaa of the pMt two tbub, a:^ the htvrj b»Mi iaciirred tkerebj. 
^ hft^e had sooie laflnmrf The unyntA table girea a oompaiatiTe ifeateiiient of our chief Expotta :— 



Goods. 


1864. 


186$. 






Sogtf, White, FtemU 

„ Bnivu, „ 

Paper, lit Quality, „ 

- Tad - 


329,662 

352,278 

5,019 

30,507 

10,513 

1,152 

1,206 

3819? 
6,512 

779 


230.977 

298,510 

6,410 

8084 

«3*90S 
1,726 

41 
1,006 

48,631 

7,920 

365 


22,123 

200 
414 


1,391 
3,392 

574 
II 
46 

'5,268 
9,666 
1,408 


CliiTia Wfirf^ CrMfffe,..., 


GflHB Goth, Coane. 


» Fine, „ 


P«tt«y. - » 

Potato Floor. « 


Shoea, Poirt 

Tobaecov FtemU 

n I^ n 



T0NNA6& 

The laige nnportatioa of Sice aft the eommencement of the jear caoaed a couidflnble aogmentaftion in* our' 
tonna;^ and we nmnber 588 Tesiels entered, tonnage 223,853, and 581 vesKb deared, tonnage 2201,203 ; idiile, in* 
1864, there were 472 reasels entered, tonnage 169,861, and 469 Teaada deared, tonnage 168,945. Shewing in 1865, an 
increaae of 116 Tcaidi entered, tonnage 53,992, and 112 TesKb deared, tonnage 51,25^ 

GENERAL REMARKS 

Onr trade haa been more or Icaa diatorbed throoghooft the jear bj the unsettled stale of the ooonliT, the 
Eebela serioad j interfiering with the transit of goods to or from the interior. They are at preaent in partial poaaeasion of 
the City of '^Chai-ying-diou'' ^^ J|^ j|f , one of the diief paaaes into Kiang-ai fl^ Q, the pnndpal market for 
our Opinm. The eontinoed high pricea of prodace at the Northern porta predoding the poaaibilitj of obtaining remn- 
nenitire retoms for rentores from this port, hare likewise tended to depress oor tnuie to a rery conaidexable extent. 

I have the honor to be, 



Sir, 



Yoor obedient SenrantV 



H. D. WILLIAMS, 

Commisnoner of CwtomM^- 



BEPORT ON THE TRADE AT THE PORT OF 

CANTON, 

FOB THE YEAR 1865. 



OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 

CANTON, 3 1 ST January, 1866. 

I have to report an increase of 7,352,000 Dollars in the Foreign Trade of this port, for the year ended the 3iiit 
©f December, 1 865, a« shown in the following Tables : — 

TOTAL VALUE of IMPORTS in MEXICAN DOLLARS. 

For the year 1865, GrooDS, 10,556,000 

Treasure, 3,421,000 

13,977,000 

Do. 1864, Goods, 8,192,000 

Treasure, 2,828,000 

11,020,000 

2,957,000 

TOTAL VALUE of EXPORTS in MEXICAN DOLLARS. 

For the year 1865, Goods, 18,054,000 

Do. 1864, Do. •. 13,659,000 

4,395,000 



Total Dollars 7,352,000 

The increase in Duties and Tonnage Dues for the same period is 116,000 Taels, divided as follows : — 

Import Duty for 1865, 230,500 

Do. 1864, 194,200 

: 36,300 

From which deduct difference in Coast Trade Account, amount 

entered as received in 1864 over 1865, 10,300 

26,000 

Export Duty for 1865, 576,400 

Do. „ 1864, 488,700 

87,700 

Tonnage Dues for 1865, 22,200 

Do. „ 1864, 19*900 

2,300 



Making a total of Taels 116,000 



To Robert Hart, Esq., 

Inspector General of Cugtoms, 



74 



REPORT ON THE TRADE 



The yarioos offices were instructed in the early part of the year, not to accept Export Duty Certificates afte 
the 31st of March last, except on such goods as came direct from a Treaty Port. Up to that time, Native produce 
arriving from Hongkong, accompanied by an Export Duty Certificate, paid half duty, which was carried to Coast Trade 
account, consequently the amount of 25,000 Taels entered under the heading of Coast Trade Duty for 1864, included 
all Native produce received by Foreign vessels. Hongkong having been placed on the same footing as a Foreign port in 
March 1865, full duty has been charged on all goods arriving from there since that time, and the amoimt carried to 
Import Duty account, therefore the Coast Trade ac<»unt is 10,300 Taels less than that of the previous year. 

The total export of Tea for last year shows an excess of 3,700 peculs over that of the year before. At the 
close of 1864, there was a stock on hand of about 14,000 peculs, which has been shipped off this year, and is included 
in the total araoimt, therefore there is a falling off in the export of more than 10,000 peculs. It is genendly believed, 
tliat in consequence of the demand at Hankow, the receipts at this port from the other provinces will continue to 
decrease. 

Cotton has been received from Bombay during the year to the extent of about 50,000 peculs; and now that the 
American war is over, the importation will no doubt gradually increase to what it was five yejirs ago. An increase of 
15,000 peculs in the amount of Native Cotton passed this office is to b<^ noticed; this is owin^ in a measure to the low 
r?ite of freight charged by the River Steamers, which has induced importers to bring it up by them, rather tlian by 
Native craft. 

The followiug Table shows the variation in the importation of Cotton Goods : — 



Cottons,— 

Dyed, Figured and Plain, Fieces 

Damasks, „ 

Printed and Fancv, „ 


1864. 


1865. 

• 


14,000 
700 
7,000 
44,000 
42,000 
22,000 


9,000 

1,000 

6,000 

80,000 

52,000 

29,000 


Sbirtin<»'s. Grev. 


Do. White, „ 


T-Clofch, 24 Yards, „ 



Tlie diiference in the impi^rtation of Shirtings, say 35,000 pieces of Grey, and 10,000 pieces of White, can be 
attributed to the short import of the two previous years. A large portion of the purchases of the abovo-namcd goods 
made in Hongkong, being brought up in Native boats, does not piiss the Foreign Inspectorate, therefore no estimate 
can be made at this office of the amount actually imported into the province. 

The import of Opium remains about the same as last year, as will be seen by the following table : — 



Opium, Malwa, .. 
Patna, ... 


Total, 


Pecuh 

» 

Fecnh 


1864. 


1865. 


1.180 
1,310 


1,330 
1,041 


2,490 


2,371 



The amount stated above is about one-tenth of the entire imi>ortation, the remaining; nine-tenths being smugprled. 

The levying of Tonnage Dues on Foreign vessels bringing Rice to this port, hax tlie effect of almost entirely 
stopping the importation in other than Native craft. Last year seven Foreign vessels arrived, bringing 65,000 pet-uls, 
while the year before nine came in, with 71,000 peculs. 

The import of Silk Piece Goods has risen from 363 peculs in 1864, to 548 peculs in 1865. This can be attri- 
buted to the cessation of hostilities in the neighbourhood of Soochow, which has enabled the weavers to spin a cx)stly 
kind of cloth, which finds a ready market anumg the wealthy of thLs province. 

The export of Cassia, Fire Cnickers, and Matting, has been large, owing to the demand for America, The 
f<»llowing table shows the movement in these articles : — 



Cassia PecnU 

Fire Crackers „ 

Matting Rolh 



1864. 



13,000 
ir,ooo 
37,000 



i8r>5. 



23,000 
20,000 
59,000 
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In oonsequence of a large demand finom Sn^and, the export of Raw and Tkroim SUk baa men from 2,800 
peculs in 1864, to 8,700 peculs in 1865. 

The export of Wild Baw Silk for last year is 1,500 pecols more than that of the year before, which is owing 
to the (act of the cn^ being unusuallj large. 'Hiis description of Silk is sent to India, ^ere it finds a ready sale. 

In consequence of the smuil demand from Foreigners, the exp<^ of Silk Piece Goods has fallen 16 3,300 
peculs, against 4,100 peculs in 1864. 

The demand for Sugar from the Northern Ports having increased, the export last year reached 90,000 pecnls, 
a^inst 65,000 peculs the previous year. 

Large quantities of Brass Buttons are manufactured here, and sent to the Northern Ports, In i860 there 
was shipped from this port 450 peculs, valued at $ 35,000, while last year there was an export of nearly 4,000 peculs, 
valued at $ 350,000. 

Coolie emigrants have been sent during the past year to the British West Indies, under the protection of the 
K.iglish Government ; and to Havanna and Peru, under the protection of the French Government. 

6 Vessels cleared for British West Indies, taking 2,073 Coolies. 

2 „ „ „ Havanna, „ 511 „ 

2 „ „ „ Peru, „ 859 „ 

During the past year a New Steam Boat Company has been organized, and there are now two Steamers arriv- 
ing from Hongkong, and two departing for that place each day. The additional facilities for conveying goods and the 
low rates of fi-eight charged, tend to develop trade, but it is a question if the benefit is felt much beyond the inmiediate 
neighborhood of the City, for it is supposed that the Country people send the larger portion of their productions to, and 
receive nearly all their Foreign supplies from, Hongkong, by Native boats. 

The following Tables exhibit what portion of trade is done by Sidling vessels, and what by Biver Steamers : — 

DUTIES FOR THE Year 1864, exclusive of Coast Trade and Tonnage Dues. 

Imports by Sailing Vessels^ Th 6,100 

Do. „ River Steamers „ 188,000 

194,100 

Export by Sailing Vessels 1h 323,100 

Do. „ River Steamers „ 165,600 

488,700 

Total, 7h 682,800 



DUTIES FOR THE Year 1865, exclusive of Coast Trade and Tonnage Dues, 

Imports by Sailing Vessels Ih 6,000 

Do. „ River Steamers ,,223,000 

229,000 

Exports by Sailing Vessels ?& 361,000 

Do. „ River Steamers „ 215,000 

576,000 

Total, 7h 805,000 



It is thu^ proved that there has bsen an increase in the Import Duties paid by the River Steamers of 35,000 
Taels. and in the Export Duties of 50,000 Taels. The Import Duty by Sailing vessels remains about the same, while 
the Export Duty is 40,000 Taels in excess. 

The following comparative statement gives the Tonnage for the years 1864 and 1865, — 
ENTERED, In 1864. In 1865. 

. y^ , , A . 



Sailing Vessels 218 To/« 93,443 310 Totw 135,619 

Steamers 629 „ 259,306 583 „ 349,475 

Total... 847 To?w 352,749 893 Tow* 485,094 

CLEARED, In 1864, In 1865. 



Sailing Vessels 226 Toiw 94,892 303 Torw 133,497 

Steamers 629 „ 259,306 583 „ 349»475 

Total... 855 Tom 354,198 886 T<mi 482,972 
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By the above it will be seen that the River Steamers made 46 trips less last year than the year before, but 
with an excess of 90,000 Tons. This excess is api^arent only, arriving; from the fact that one of River Steamers of 700 
tons was reported as being of 2,300 tons, and was enterwi in the books of the office at that rat« for four months. 

In 1864 there were 218 Sailing vessels entered, of which 157, measuring 74,346 tons, were in ballast, and 
there were cleared outward 225, of which 108, measuring 46,840 tons, were in ballast, showing that of 157 Vessels 
coming into port empty, 49 took cargo away with them. Tlie returns for the pjwt year exhibit a decided improvement, 
for of 310 Vessels entered, 227 of them, measuring 102,023 tons, were in balhust ; and of 303 cleareil, 134, measuring 
58,875 tons, were in ballast, thus showing that 93 of the vessels arriving in ballast found employment. 



GEO. B. GLOVER, 



Commiuioncr of Custonn. 



COMMERCE DE SHANG-HAi', PENDANT L'ANN^E 1865. 



SHANGHAI, LE I Fevrier, 1866. 

Uannee 1865 restera par excellence dans la mcmoire des n^gociants de Shanghai comme une annee 
de grands contrastes,— une ann^ de pertes immenses et de beaux profits. * 

Qui n*a encore pr^entes ^ la pens^ les douloureuses Amotions, les cruelles angoisses ^prouv^ dans 
sa premiere moiti^ ? 

Les malles n^apportaient sur la liquidation de 1864 ^'^ ^^ nouvelles f^heusesiie Th^ perdait 
60 p %, le Coton ne trouvait pas d*acheteurs. A chacune d^elles ou voyait avec regret quelque maison de 
commerce yieille et respect^e tomber en entrainant dans sa chute les maisons secondaires qui en depen- 
daient. D'lme autre part les speculations locales tent^es en vue d'un etat de choses irrevocablement 
pass^ se toumaient contre leurs auteurs: les Rebelles etaient detruits et par suite les milliers de refugies 
qui etaient venus chercher asile dans les concessions Etaient rentrus dans leurs foyers, laissant dans I'abandon 
les longues rang^es de maisons baties expr^s pour eux et r^duisant k une valeur presque nuUe des terrains 
achetes \ des prix exag^r^s. 

La saison d'Exportation s'ouvrit sous des auspices dcfavorables; les Th6s se payaient trop cher, les 
soies aussi. Plus d'un commer^ant forc^ d'acheter dut craindre de nouveaux niccomptes; nous verrons qu'heu- 
reusement ils ne se sont pas realises. La seconde moiti^ de Tannee non seulement n'aura pas justifid ces 
pressentiments, mais encore aura rcpar^ sinon tout-k-fait du moins en partie les dcsastres de la premiere et 
si Forage a ^te terrible et marque encore par de tristes mines, ses effets sont deja bien attenues pour ceux 
qui out pu le soutenir et qui, d^courages un instant, peuvent maintenant poursuivre leurs labours avec 
confiance et bon espoir. 

Ayant & d^crire les phases du commerce de Shanghai pendant Fannie qui vient de s'ucouler, nous 
nous fdlicitons pour notre compte que la tache soit plus agr^able que pendant longtemps nous ne devious 
Fesp^rer et, qu'au lieu de rovers nouveaux, nous ayons k presenter comme conclusion des r^sultats satis- 
faitants et des perspectives rassurantes. 



COMMERCE ETRANGER. 

IMPORTATIONS. — ^La Table No. IV. de la \rt division des statistiques, nous indique que le total net des Importa- 
tions et des Exportations ^rang^res est de Tti. 64,745,945, quaiid en 1864 il ctait de Jh. 60,622,571 ; c'est 
done une augmentation de Jh 4,123,374 au b^n^fice de 1865''^. 

L'importation des produits etrangers qui en 1864 s'elevait k 30 millions de Taels, s'^l^ve en 1865 & 
35 millions de Taels; c'est sur les cotonnades, les lainages et FOpium, qu'a porte surtout cette augmentation 
considerable. 

COTONNADES GRISES (GREY SHIRTINGS.)— L'importation des Cotonnades et des lainages n'avait jamais k\A 
aussi brillante. Les Cotonnades grises (Grey Shirtings) sont montees de 549,041 pieces— chiffre de 1864 — 
k 1,291,865 pieces. Les grandes exportations de Coton des annees prccddentes ayant rendu en Chine le 
prix du textile tr^ ^lev^ et diminue la fabrication des ^toffes indigenes, les Cotonnades ^trangeres ont 
naturellement attir^ une demande tr^ active et command^ des prix avantageux. 

En Mars, lorsque les eaux du Peiho s'ouvrirent & la navigation et que Fon pAt aborder le march^ 
de Tientsin, le prix monta jusqu' & ?& 4.35 par 6J-catties: le taux moyen de Fannee a et^ de !?fe 3.75. 
Les negociants de Chine se sont ^mus de trouver parmi les Cotonnades grises arrivces d'Europe une grande 
proportion de pitees firapp^es d'une deterioration qui les font qualifier par les Anglais de " Mildewed," 
terme qui en Fran9ais se traduirait pent-^tre parle mot "Brouies." Dans la premiere partie de 1865, 

* Nona dirons poor les personnes pea an oourant des choses de la Chine qa* & Shanghai' le Tael vant en moyenne S Fob. 
Le picul correspond 4 60 K08.45S et-il se divlse en 100 catUes. 
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'5P % ^ ppupres des Cotoimades grises ont etc reons dans ces conditions et nous avons pu le constater 
par les nonibreuses doniandes de diminution de droits qui nous ont alors ^t^ adress^es. Rien a la surface 
des ballots n'indiquait cette doti^'rioration; mais en les ouvrant, ou apercevait melees k des pieces de bonne 
qualite des- pieces brouias, les unes siniplement tachees, les autres arrivees b. un ct^it de corruption tr^ avance, 
de i)oumture nieme et, en en recherchant la cause, on a decouvert que les fabricants en Angleterre ayant 
h, se servir d'un Coton infc'rieur et d'une couleur moius pure que celle du Coton Ain«Ticain employe 
auterieureiuent, empe^saient les dtotfes non plus avec de Tainidon mais avec du " Silicate de Sonde" qui leur 
donne une teinte plus blanche, mais attaque plus ou moins leurs fibres et les corrompt graduellemont uue 
fois qu'elles sont empaquetees. QuHl y ait en cela fraude ou simplement erreur, les torts causes au commerce 
de Chine n*en ont pas moins etc serieux materiellemeut et moralement. Les n<'gociants Chinois avaient 
I'habitude d'acheter les Cotonnades siu* dchiintillon ; maintenant ils ouvrent les ballots et les iiispectent avec 
soin, montrant ainsi quW leurs yeux, le niveau de leur confiance a baisse. Des reclamations nombrem>e3 
ont naturellement (^'te adressces centre les fabriques; mais elles n'ont pas abouti et ont ete dcclarc^es non 
valables i)ar les tribunaux, decision qui a rendu les negociants en Angleterre plus minutieux dans Texamen 
des Cotonnades qui leur etaient livrt^es et a fait diminuer la proportion des etoffes brouies; vers la fin do 
Tann^e, cette proportion ctait cependant encore de lo p %. Comme maintenant les fabriques out toute 
facilite pour se procurer du Coton de meilleure qualite, on esp^re que cet inconvenient va bicnlot disparaitre. 
Le plus tot sera le mieux; car sans reparler des pertes doja subies k Shanghai, une diifitmce plus ou moins 
marquee reste attach6e aux Cotonnades grises et comme leur 6coulement est en progres, il serait k regretter 
qu'il fut arrete par des precedes qui, conpables ou non, sont certaiuement taxes de " mauvaise foi" par les Chinois. 
Les etoffes brouies se sont principalvent ^coulees sur la place de Shanghai oil des debitiinta de second 
ordre les ont achetees k prix reduits. 

COTONNADES BLANCHES.— (WHITE SHIRTINGS.)— L'Importation des Cotonnades blanches est restee station- 
naire: 212,097 pieces en 1865; 212,236 piijces en 1864. En Avril et Mai, les prix de vente etaient bons et 
annon<;^ient un commerce actif, mais les demandes n'ont pas continue. II est a remar(iuer que cette aiinee 
beaucoup de Cotonnades blanches et grises ont ete expodiees par la voie de Suez. Sur les autres Coton- 
nades, uue diminution d'importation est a constater; les Chinois n'en ayant pas un be^oin aussi absolu, ont 
limite leurs achats devant les prix Aleves de ces articles. Sur I'article T-Cloths, la diflerence des deux 
annees n'est pas tr^s grande: 156,765 pieces centre 171,340. Ces etoffes sont assez en faveur parcequ'elles se 
rapprocheut be<iucoup des etoffes indigenes de mome espece ; un ecouleinent considerable leur est assure par 
la suite. 

Pour I'article "Chintzes and Funiitnres," la difference est sensible: 86,736 pieces centre 123,119. 
Pour les Mouchoirs, elle est plus sensible encore: 21,997 douziiiues contres 98,166. Poiur les Cotonnades 
Americaines (American Drills, Jeans and Sheetings,) Timportation jadis considerable est devenue prescjue 
nuUe, et on peut voir par le table.iu suivant quel douunage la guerre leur a occasione. 

1861, 403,638 Pieces. 

1862 99,744 „ 

1863, 21,290 „ 

1864, 12,787 „ 

1865 2,738 •„ 

Toutefois, cette depression sur quehpies articles affecte pen le commerce total des Cotonnades qui, 
comme nous I'avous vu, marque eu 1865 par un grand accroissement d'importation et de beaux profits. 
Comme prix, et surtout maintenant quVlles peuvent etre vendues a meilleur marche que les anuses 
precedentes, les Cotonmwles anglaises peuvent aisement lutter avec les Cotonnades indigenes, et la preference 
que les Chinois donnaient k celles-ci est loin d'etre aussi forte. On pense que le prix de ces derniei-es 
restera encore haut, car les pluies out abime les recoltes de coton dans les provinces du littoral et celles de 
I'ouest oil la culture du textile est la plus etendue; aussi les negociants de Shanghai comptent-ils sur un 
commerce considerable de Cotonnades pour 1866. 

LA FN AGES (WOOLLENS.)— Les statistit^ues donnent aussi une preuve bien frappante de Tapprt'ciation croissante 
des Chinois pour les lainages. Les Camelots Anglais (English Camlets) de 74,771 pieces en 1864, sont 
monUis en 1865 au chiffre des 1 15,115; les prix ont pen varie pendant I'annee et sont restes entre 17 et 19 
Taels pour les qualites ordinaires. Les ** Dutch Camlets" ont ete de 23 a 24 Taels pendant les premiers 
mois de Tannee; de 25 k 29 dans la seconde moitie. Les "Spanish Stripes," sont montes de 31,507 pieces 
a 47,430; les Chinois apprccient cet article de plus en plus. Les " Scarlet Long Ells " ont subi une petite 
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diminution: 117,646 pieces en 1865 centre 128,810 en 1864; mais leurs prix ont ete trcs avanta<^eux; ils out 
tfte expodies suitont sur Hankow, oil ils sont en plus grande deniande que partout ailleurs. Les Lustres et 
Orleans ont une auginentMion notable: 168,329 pieces contre 136,591 en 1864. Les articles de cette c^itegorie, 
que les Anjjlais appellent " Figured," donnont h. pen pres 30 p % d'augmentation ; les Chinois en viendraient, 
dit-on, a les substituer graduellenient a leurs soieries, ce qui leur assurerait une importation toujours 
pro^j^i-essive. 

ALLUMETTi'^S, AIGUILLES, &a. &a.— Apr^s le^ cotonnades et les lainages, nous ne trouvons plus II citer comme 
articles manufactures de POccident adoptes pjir les Chinois que les aiguilles, les allumettes, les montres et les 
boitcs ii nuisique; le^ autres sont ins ignifiants. Le commerce des aiguilles est en grande augmentation: 
271,134 loiij de mille out -etc importes en 1865, quand 66,625 lots de mille seulement avaient ete importes 
en 1 864 ; Tien-tsin en est le marche principal. Les allumettes sont dans le merae cas et figurent sur les 
stati^tiques pour 47,894 grosses, quand en 1865 I'importation n' a etc que de 16,201 grosses. Le commerce 
des montres est reste le meme pour les deux annees et s'^leve pour chacune h un peu plus de 45,000 Tacls. 
Les boitos a musique paniissent perdre de leur faveur: leur total est de 8,000 Taels au dessous de celui de 
1 864. Ces ditterents articles viennent en grande partie de I'Europe continentale et composent le commerce 
le plus SL-rieux qu'elle ait avec Shanghai, mais ils n' y sont pas apport<5s directement et sont laisses par les 
navires k Singapore et k Hongkong. C'est pour cela qu'ils ne figurent pas k la table consacree specialement 
aux importations du Continent. 

OPIUM. — Dans le but de corriger ses sujets de Fusage de Topium, le Gouvemcment Chinois a prohibc d'une maniere 
rigoureuse la culture du pavot dans les provinces du Sz-tchuen et du Shansi; mais cette prohibition dont les 
eiietH ont etc reels dans ces provinces et ont diminuc la production de I'opium indigene, a manque son but 
reformatcur et n'a eu qu' un resultat, celui d' augmenter I'importation de l^opium etranger. L'opium de 
^lalwa et de Patna qui donnait pour 1864 un total de 28,881 piculs, doime pour 1865 un total de 33,438. 
Le premier est monte de 435 Taels le picul k 7h 650 et 700: le second est nionte de 7h 220 k fk 450 et 
480. L'opium de B -iiar^ figiu*ait en 1864 pour piculs 1,212; il figure en 1865 pour 2,637. L'opium de Perse 
Ji peine importe auparavant, passe cette aiinee au chiffre de 533 pis. 25: l'opium de Turquie figure 
pour 69 pis 89. C'est pour 1865, un total de 36,680 piculs d'opium d'une valeur de 17,769,726 Taels; a 
dcax millions de Taels pres, 50 p % de I'importation totale des pays etrangers. 

Le Tr^sor du pays doit k la drogue malfaisante de pr^cieuses ressources; cette annee elle a pay6 k la 
douane de Shanghai 783,457 %, plus des droits considerables pour le transit dans I'interieur. Le 
tableau afl'ecte speciidement dans les statistiques au commerce de I'opium en divise I'importation totale en 
20,000 picids re-exportes k Ningi)o et dans les ports du Nord et du Yang-tze et en 14,440 piculs debfirques k 
Shanghai pour la consommation du port et de I'interieur de la province. Pour les ports du Yavig-tze, il est 
assez cnrioux (pie ce soit Tchenn-kiang oil la quantity importee est la plus considerable; cela tient au 
voisinage d'un riche lujirche nonnae Sien-nin-iniao, qui auparavant s'approvisionnait a Shanghai par des 
barques indigenes et maintenant se fait expjdier l'opium par les Steamers. En comparant entr' elles les 
importations de l'opium pour une dizaine d'annees, nous avons constate un fait qui nous a suq)ris: c'est (pie 
le commerce de l'opium a peu benefioi^ de Touverture des nouveaux ports, obtenue par le Traite de Tien-tsin. 
En 1856, quand les '* receiving ships " ne pouvaient encore s'aligner devaiit le "bund" de Shanghai et 
restaient mouilb^s a Woosung, les di'livrances des especes de Malwa et *de Patna s't'levaient drja a 33,672 
ctiisses, (piand en 1865 elles ne sont que de 33,348 caisses. A certaines ^poques de l'ann(?e, de grands 
convois de jonques le chargeaient pour les ports du Nord et imprimaient k Shanghai un surcroit tem- 
poraire d activitt'. Faut-il en conclure d'une maniere g('nerdle que I'ouverture de ces ports n'a ^t6 d'aucuno 
utilitJ pour le commerce (!'*tranger / Pour l'opium, pour I'exportation des produits Chinois vers Tc'trangcr, il 
en est ainsi; mais pour les articles manufacturers, les im^tiiux, un coup d'teil sur les statistiques de plusieurs 
aniK-es prouve que I'avantAge retire des nouveaux deboucht's qui leur ont (tie offerts, ne saurait fi;ii-e I'objet 
d'un doute. 

MKTAUX. — L'exploitation tr^s imparfaite des mines de la Chine, les proccdes encore primitifs appliques k la 
fabrication des metiiux, ne permettent pas aux m(jtaux indigenes de faire une concurrence appreciable aux 
UK't-uix (^'trangers. L'importation du fer marchand (Nail Rod Iron) est en 1865 de piculs 128,702, quand en 
1864 elle n'etait (jue de piculs 90,601: le continent en a foumi pour piculs 6,000 et c'est d'Angletcrre 
([u' est venu le reste. La vente du fer a 6te facde et bien soutenne; le prix moyen a Lie de 7k 2^ le picul, 
prix auquel les fers de la Chine ne peuvent etre livr^s. Ceux-ci ne s'obtiennent gu6re qu' a faibles quantity's 
et en j)ieces de petites dimensions. Comme qualitt^, on pent en trouver de tr6s bons: certains fers de Tien-tsin 
(Pe-tche-li) et de Wan-chew (Tche-kiang) ne le cedent en rien aux meilleurs fers dc Su^de et nous savons 
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qu'un ^hantillon de ces fers qui fiit envoye k Leeds il y a quelques ann^es fut retoum^ en Chine soua- la 
forme d'nne vis parfaitement polie sur la([uclle on distin^jruait les belles fibres du mdtal que Ton declarait 
^gal k du fer de SuMe de qalite No. 2. Les fers de Hankow sont de beaucoup inf^rieurs; il faudrait les 
chauffer, les marteler et les laminer pour en retirer des pieces d'un fort echantillon: ces operations grossiraient 
de beaucoup leur prix de revient deja trop haut. lis proviennent du Yun-nan et, vu la distance des mines 
et I'absence de voies de communication commodes pour y aborder, la Chine aura pour longtemps encore k 
s'approvisionner de fer etrauger. L'importution de la fonte (pig-iron) est montee de 12,184 piculs qu'elle fetait 
en 1864 a 30,927 piculs; les petits arsenaux organises par les autorites du Kiang-nan font leurs commandes 
de fer et de fonte en Angleterre et en Amurique. 

Le plomb se debite partie sur place, partie au Japon, un pen aussi aux ports de la cote. L'importation 
de 1865 qui est de 46,497 piculs, est de 20,000 piculs au dessous de celle de 1864. 

CHARBONS. — Six especes de charbons ont pani jusqu'ici sur le march6 de Shtinghai; ce sont: 1° les charbons 
anglais, 2° le^ charbons am6ricains, 3° los charbons de I'Australie, 4° les charbons du Japon, 5° les 
charbons de Forniose, 6° les charl>on8 de Hankow; et comme le commerce des charbons occupe ime place 
notable sur les statistiques, nous le decrirons avec quelques detjuls. 

L'importation totale de cctte annee— 93,779 tonnes— est bien au dessous de celle de 1864 qui 6tait de 
1 17,380: c'est a peupres 2,000 tonnes de moins par mois. Cette diminution a port6 surtout sur les charbons 
Anglais qui de 83,554 tonnes sont tombcs a 47,814; elle provient de plusieurs causes: le nombre moindre 
des Steamers employ6s sur le Yangtze et sur la cote, la concurrence des autres charbons, notamment ceux du 
Japon et de I'Australie, et surtout le nombre plus reduit des navires expedi6s de la Grande Bretagne vers 
la Chine. Le commerce du charbon ne saurait a lui seul etablir une ligne directe de navigation de I'Europe 
avec Pextreme Orient: les navires qui I'npporleut k Shanghai sont d'ordinaire exi>edi6s pour prendre une 
cargaLson plus valable, du The par exeniple. lis peuvent alors se contenter d'un fret modique ponr les 
charbons et les rendre sur place a des prix misonnables ; mais, comme on le verra plus loin, moins de 
navires ayant cette annoe et^» expedies d' Angleterre, moins de charbons Anglais sont arrives k Shanghai; 
aussi sont ilsrestes chcrs: les prix, d'abord a 'Its. 6.50 — 7.50 sont m6nt6s k la hn de l'ann6e k 10 et 11 Taels. 
Les arrivages de oes charbons rest4.'ront probablement dans les memes proportions en 1 866. 

Les charbons Amcricains se vendcnt trop cher pour t'tre employes en gnmdes quantit^s par les 
vapeurs; leur importation a aussi diminue: 9,176 tonnes contre 12,463. Leur prix est monte de 10 Taels a 
13 et mcme a 14 Taels. C/es charbons sont anthracites ct, comme ils donnent pen de fumee, les Chinois 
les apprecient pour leurs travaux de chaudronnerie ct pour brfiler le The. 

Le prix excessif des charbons Anglais et Anivricains a conduit forcement les annateurs a employer 
autant (jue possible a bord de leurs Steamers des charbons provenant de sources plus rapprochees et 
livrables ti meilleur man^lie, bien quo ceux-ci fussent infttrieiu-s aux premiers. Ainsi les charbons de 
I'Australie entrent dans rimiX)rtation pour un chilfro de 27,01 1 tonnes, quand en 1864 ils n'y entraient que 
pour 21,227 tonnes. Les charbons du Japon rv.'Juits en 1864 au modcste chilFre de 136 tonnes ont atteint en 
1865 le chiffre de 3,1 14 tonnes. Les charbons de I'Australie sont expodiOs des ports de Sydney et de New- 
castle; ils peuvent rtre livrus a 6 I?fe; vei^s la fin de Tannoe, une demande plus active les a fait monter k 
j% 8.50 et 9.50. Les charbons du Japon sont dcstin6s b, un progrts de vento certiiin. Les fournitures de 
charbons a la navigation ont ctt* pendant lougtemjis un monopole du gouveniement du Taicoun, qui livrait 
kdes prix fixes et sans choisir des charbons qui goneniU'Uient I'taient mtdicores; Tannee demicre ce monopole 
ayant discontinue, les Daimios possesseurs de mines ont oiTert leurs charbons dont plusieiu^ esi)^ces ont ^t6 
trouvces satisfaisautes et le seront de plus en i>lus, car le syst^me d'exploit,ation Europeen est employe pour 
quelques unes. Les charbons de Sa-ka-Sima et de O-ka-Sima Hont les meilleurs et Ton estime que 25 tonnes 
foumissent le meme travail que 20 tonnes de Cliarbons Anglais: ceux des mines de Satzuma promettent 
d'etre egalement bons, h mcsure qu'ils proviondront de couches plus profondes. 

Les charbon de la Chine sont ]>our le moment infericurs a tous les autres, mais si les Chinois 
voulaient profiter de I'exemplo des Jai>onais et aj)prendre k exploiter convenablement leurs mines, ils 
pourraient certainement fournir en pen de temps des charbons de bonne qualite; mais Tacc^s des mines 
est encore ferme avec un soin jaloux II toute tentative nouvelle. Les charbons de Hankow sont consomm^a 
par quelques Steamers pour leurs voyages de retour, mais avec un meUuige de charbons Anglais; ils reviennent 
encore k 6 Tfe rendus k bord; k ce prix, ils ne jieuvent esp6rer de faire quelque figure k Shanghai. 
Les mines de Kielong (Fonnose) iK)urraient aussi founiir de bons charbons; ceux qu'on en retire actuellement 
ne sont employes qu'a defaut de mieux par les Ste^uners et c'est vers la fin de Tannee seulement, alora 
que les autres charbons ctaient It un si haut prix, qu'on en a fait venir: ils ont (Jte vendus !?& 5 et 6J. 
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BOIS DE CONSTRUCTIONS.— L'arret brasque des speculations entreprises les anii^ pr^c^dentes, telles que la 
construction des wharves, des quais, des maisons, des godowns, a rctreci considerablement Timportation 
des bois strangers. Les bois mous sent tombes de 9,25 1,61 1 pieds caries k 5,528,046: ils viennent de Pujet- 
Sound, de TOregon et du Japon. Les bois durs ont subi aUssi une baisse considorable : 30,000 pieces en 
1865 contre 150,000 pieces en 1864; ils viennent du Japon, de Siam et des detroits. H s'est installe 
dans le voisinage de Singapore des scielri^ k vapeiir qui dt'bitent k prix raisonnables les beaux bois de 
TArchipel Malais; quand la Chine se mettra h construire des navires sur le mo4^1e occidental, c'est do 
ces parages qu'elle devra feite venir les bois duJrs de ses chantiers. 

SUCRE. — Le sud du Fokien et Touest ^dti Kwang-timg, centres principattx de production du snore indigene, extant 
depuis un au di^sol^s par les restes des bandes des Taepings, riniportation du sucre otranger a par 8uit<j 
angment^e. Ainsi, tandis que le sucre de Swatow, d'Amoy et de Hongkong, est en diminution sur 1 864 flc 
185,609 piculs, le sucre e'tranger est en augmentation de 134,937. Pour oette auntie, I'importation totale du 
sucre a Shanghai aura e'tt': — 

Sucre stranger, , 259,801 Piculs, 

Sucre indigene, 53o>990 « 

Total... 790,791 Picuh. 

Pour lei^remier, plus de la moiti^ de I'importation totale provient dos iles Philippines; le reste est 
exporte de Singapore, de Siam, des detroits et de la Cochinchine. Comme les Rebelles n'ont pis encore et^ 
an^antis et occupent toujoiurs les m^mes positions, il est probable que la production du sucre indigene 
n'augmentera gu^re en 1866 et que I'importation du sucre e'tranger sera encore considerable. 

RIZ. — La grande diminution op^ree sur les arrivages de riz stranger en 1865 fait juger de Ir. mpidit^ avec laquelle 
les campagnes, maintenant tranquilles, reviennent li leur aUcieu degr^ de culture. Cette annc-e, 706,342 
piculs de riz etranger ont et6 importcs: c'est 50 p % de moins qu'en 1864. La qnantitc de riz fournie 
par la province doit ^tre considerable, ciir bien qu'etant encore au dessous de la moyenne des bonnes 
annees, elle a suflB pour niaintenir le riz k un prix assez bas pour que les importateurs ne pussent trouver 
un Wndfice suffisant; m^compte bien inattendu, car dans les premiers moia de Taunee I'aspect des cam- 
pagnes indiquait encore Pabsence d'une partie de la population et les premieres re'coltes s'annon(jaient comme 
manque'es. Cette anuee Siam n'a pas pris part k I'importation du riz, k cause de la disette qui y a regne 
et de la defense d'exportation qui en a e't^ la consequence: elle a etd fournie par I'Lide, les Philippines et 
Hongkong (sans doute Saigon et le Cambodge). 

Le commerce du riz ne doit plus compter ^ Shanghai panni les tmnsactions assurees et, s'il faut 
s'en ft^liciter pour le bien etre de la province, I'augmentation })ien p'tablie de sa richesse et, comme cons'i- 
quence, les chances meilleures qui sont n'aerv^es aux autres tmnsactions en general, la navigation y perd la 
source principale des frets dont les navires k voile profitaient les annees pr^cedent^. 

DIVISION DE L'IMPORTATION ENTRE LES PAYS ETRANGERS. 

De tons les pays qui prennent part k I'importation des produits e'trangers k Shanghai, la Grande Bre- 
tagne arrive en premier lieu par ses importations directes et par les importations des produits de I'lnde. 
Ce dernier pays envoie k la Chine du riz et de I'opium, qui cette anu^e representent une valeur de 
7h 17,769,726, superieure de Th 1,634,731 k celle de 1864; c'est un revenu net, car I'lnde ne re^oit rien de 
I'Empire du Milieu. 

Les importations directes de la Grande Bretagne atteindraient, d'apres les statistiques, une valeur de 
7h 12,710,681 ; mais il faut lui ajouter la valeur des marchandises anglaises importees d'abord a Hongkong, 
puis r^export^es k Shanghai* et qui grossissent bien de 2,000,000 de Taels le chiflfre que nous venous de 
donner. II y a environ un million de Taels h porter cette annee au benefice de la Grande Bretagne. 

Les importations de I'Am^rique atteignent le chiffre de 482,593 Taels; k peupr^s le meme qu'en 
1864, mais correspondant k des anuses de crise; ni I'un ni I'autre ne donnent une moyenne reelle de ce que 
FAm^rique pent importer en Chine. 

Au chiffre de 7h 132,643 marqu6 par les statistiques k la table du Continent, il faut ajouter la 
valeur des marchandises diverses importees d'abord k Hongkong, telles que les aiguilles, les allumettes 
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&a., &a., qui serait approxiinativeraent de Jh 100,000 au moins. Les importations directes du Continent ont 
prig cette ann6e un accroissement bleu sensible — 50 p. % ; les draps et les Spanish Stripes qui jusqu'ici 
ne figurent que pour un chiflfre insignifiant, figurent cette ann6e pour plus de Th 60,000. 

Le Japon a import^ en 1865 pour une valeur de Ih. 2,257,986, surpassant Pimportation de 1864 
de Ih 559,705 ; le bilan de son commerce aveo Shanghai pent s'6tablir conxme il suit : 

Importations du Japon, , i, fh 2,257,986 

Produits strangers expedi6s de Shanghai, Tti 1,915,398 

Produits indigenes, „ „ „ „ 223,856 

Total, Th 2,139,254 7h 2,257,986 

Ces deux totaux se balancent k peuprte; mais il faut ajouter aux exportations du Japon 11,326 
balles de soie qui ont 6t6 exp^diees h, Shanghai, mais ne figurent pas comme chiffre dans les statistiques, 
n'ayant pas 6t6 d6barqu6es, mais simplement transbordees sur les paquebots qui les ont transportees k Suez. 

Parmi les articles import^s, nous trouvons k citer des cotonnades, des lainages, des metaux, du 
charbon de bois, du poisson sal6, des bois, du seaweed, des ailerons de requin et du ginseng. Cette ann^e 
le gouvemement du Taicoun, pour payer une partie de I'lndemnit^ de guerre, a fait vendre a Shanghai une 
assez grande quantite de sap^ques de cuivre qui, bien que n'^tant pas ^ la marque d'un souverain de la 
Chine, n'en ont pas moins trouv6 cours et sans trop de d^vantage. Le ginseng du Japon, si appr^ie par 
les ChinoiB conune remMe, a grandement diminu^ de prix depuis quelquee ann^, Ar sur les traits on le 
voit marqu6 au m^me tarif que le ginseng de Cor6e dont la valeur est plus du double. Les n^gociants qui 
Pimportent se trouvent maintenant k payer des droits de 20 p. %. 

En 1865 beaucoup de navires k voile, au lieu de remonter jusqu^k Shanghai, ont d^eharg6 leurs mar- 
chandises k Hongkong; aussi les exportations s'^l^vent-elles au total de Jh 3,905,063, quand en 1864 elles 
n'etaient que de ?& 1,922,092. Hongkong n'est pas seulement un lieu d*entrep6t pour les articles de 
FEurope, c'est aussi le d.pot principid des marchandises expedi^ de Borneo, de Siam, de la Cochinchine, 
des d^troits, qui, de 1^, aont rcparties dans les ports oil les conditions de vente sont les meilleures. 

Les importations des Philippines, d'une valeur de Ih 369,790 qu'elles reprcsentaient en 1864 sont 
mont^es en 1865 au chiffre de !?& 575,616; elles consistent aurtout en suore, riz, noix de b^tel, indigo et 
cordages. 

L'Australie importe du charbon ; nous avons vu plus haut quel a ^t^ le progr^ de son commerce. 

Siam, par IHmpossibilit^ d'exporter du riz, voit ses importations tomber de Th 638,375 qu*elles 
reprcsentaient en 1864 k 7h 65,320. Singapore a soutfert de la depression du commerce du riz Stranger a 
Shanghai; ses importations qui en 1864 s'^levaient au chiffre de TU 1,115,080, n'atteignent plus que 
^ 522,686. La diminution pour ces deux pays, est de fU 1,165,449. 

L'augmentation pour tons les autres, est de 7h 5,656,915. C'est done pour les importivtions 6trau* 
g^res de 1865 un progr^ total do flk 4,491,456. 

EXPORTATION, 

SOIES. — Comme valeur gcndrale, Texportation des produits ChinoLs vers les pays etningere pour 1865 ne diffcre qn^ 
d'un million de Taels sur celle de 1864, la grande reduction operv'e sur les envois de tlie et de coton, etant 
k peupr^ compensde par la valeur de 20,000 balles de soies expi'diees en plus. 

La saison des soies ouverte quand le commerce de Shanghai etait en plein cataclysme, d^buta par dea 
prix et une precipitation qui firent encore crier li la tonn^rito. Les premiers achats furent si empresses que 
les courtiers Chinois ne donnaientpas mcnie le temps d'examiner les balles et disaient: "Prenez de suite ou 
nous offrons k d*autres"; les soies paraissaient du reste belles et de bonne qualite. Les Paquebots postes desi 
services de Suez pouvaient k peine suffire aux offres qui leur etaient faites: un Steamer des Messageries 
Imperiales chargea jusqu' k 5,000 balles; 22,000 balles furent ainsi exportees dans les raois de Juin et de 
Juillet. Devant cette excitation-, les Chinois firent arriver les soies en toute hate sur le marche. Une certaine 
quantite, regue par des pluies torrentielles, se trouva humide et, livree trop vite aux Steamers, arriva en Europe 
frapp^ de deteriorations; un pen de fraude de la part des paysans qui pour rendre les balles plus lourdes 
en auraient mouille Pinterieur, pourrait bien aussi s*6tre ajout6 aux effets de Phumidit^ du temps. Ces memea 
pluies furent si continues et si fortes qu'elles ruinferent une partie considerable de la seconde recolte, celle du 
mois d'Aoiit, qui ne fut pas moiti6 de ce que Pen esperait. L*exportatian de Pannee qui devait $tre de 55,000 
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k 60,000 ballcs, n'a 6t6 quo de 43,000. An commencement de Tannee, les stocks ^taient ^puiscs; qnelqucs 
centaines de balles qui restaient encore sur place att^iguirent des prix extravagants et peserent forc^ment 
sur les prix d'ouverture de la saison. Les "Tsatlees" No. 3, dont la production est la plus grande, ont debute 
par 7h 430 et ont mont6 ^ !?fe 5 15 ^ la fin de Juillet, klhsyo en Octobre, etkTh 600 a la fin de Decembre. 
Les transactions de soies se trouvaient par ailleurs dans de bonnes conditions. Les avis d'Europe annon^aient 
que la production du Continent serait bien au dessous de la moyenne, et que cette maladie terrible et 
inconnue des vers continnait k affliger les magnaneries d'une mortalite desesperante. D*une autre part, le 
change sur I'Europe ^tait bas,— 7 fcs. 80 par ?&,-— et il y avait assez de numeraire k Shanghai pour Temp^cher 
de monter beaucoup. L'ecoulement des soies aura cte en fin de compte tr^ satisfaisant; on parle pour 
certaines d^entr^elles de 4 k 5 shillings de benefice par livre. Le producteur Chinois ravi des prix qu'il a 
obtenus en 1865, va sans donte appliquer tons ses soins k la saison prochaine, qui sera tr^ abondante si 
les mauvais temps n'entravent ses efforts. 

E reste aux negociants k bien s*assurer si les soies de Chine seront ausai n6ce8sau^ aux manufactures 
de I'Europe et, pour cela, du resultat plus ou moins grand qu'auraieut donne les graines du Japon; il sera 
prudent en tout cas d'aborder les achats avec moins de confiance que par le passe. 

12,055 balles de soie du Japon ont traverse le port de Shangkii en 1865; quelques centaines de ballea 
seulement ont ete debarquees. 

THES— Les pertes immenses subies siur les thes de 1864 provenant principalement de ce que la quantity exp^i^e c^tait 
au dessus des capacit^s du march6 de Londres, il n'eat pas ctonnant que Texportation des thes presente 
en 1865 une depression considerable. Cette depression ne porte toutefois que sur lea th«*s noirs, dont le 
total— de piculs 262,147— est de 25 p % plus faible qiie I'annoe precedents; ce sont les thes consommes ea 
Angleterre et en Ruasie. Poiu* les thes verts qui se oonsomment en Amerique et se sont trouves dans 
des conditions excelleutes d'ccoulemeut grace k la cessation des hostility Pexportation est en grand progH» 
comme nous le verrons plus loin. Nous n'avons k faire sur les thds que quelqv\ea observations gendrales, car 
Shanghai u'en est que le depot; c'est de Hankow et de Kiukiang que vienueut les thes noirs, de Kiukiang; 
et de Ningpo que vienneut les thea verts. 

THES NOIRS. — Bien que les recommandations de pnidence fusaent k Pordre du jour, surtout k Pcndroit de» thes, lea 
thes nou-s exp^es de Hankow au debut etaient chers, plus chers que Ton ne devait s'y attcndre. Apres lea 
premiers envois il y eut dans les achats plus de moderation. Bientot apres, la nouvelle reduction des droita 
rjimena un ytew d'iictivite et les prix qui tendaient k baisser remont^rent encore. Dans les accusations qu© 
I'opinion publique a I'etranger dirige depuis pluaieurs ann^s contre le commerce de Chine, elle ne tient 
peut-etre pas assez compte des conditions particuli^res qu'il rencontre dans ce pays. A I'approche de la saison 
des thes le negociant, ne paxlant piis Li langue Chinoise, est oblige d'avoir recours k des agents indigenes 
pour se faire expcdier les thes de I'lnterieur et eat par conswjuent, pour les prix d'ouvertiire, a la merci de 
ces agents qui sjivent s'entendre de fa^on k ce que les prix ne baissent pas sur la sasion precedente. Comme 
on sait aussi que les thes arrives les premiers a Londres se veudent toujours avec profit, c'est k qui en 
achetem et surtout ach^tcra vite. II en serait de meme en Europe et partout ailleurs, et il se cree par cela 
ineme au commencement de chaque saison une concurrence dont s;iit protiter le nc^gociaut indigene. Quand 
la premiere ardeur est piissee, la deniande se ralentit et les i)rix devraient bai2>$er, mais le Chniois est 
ti^nace. II maintient les demandes assez longtemps pour que I'etranger doive s'y aoumettre; il sait memo 
les faire monter jusqu' k la fin de la s;iison. Comment remedier k cet etat de choses i Se passer des agents 
Chinois et faire ses aftuires soi-mime: la difficulte de la langue et les pratiques multiples du commerce 
Chinois y mettent un obstacle (jue jusqu'ici on n'a piis essay^^ de sumionter; battre les Chinois avec leura 
propres annes en se concertant pour ne leur donner que certaius prix, est un systeme incompatible avec 
I'esprit de liberte commerciale de I'epoque et qui C'chouerait certainement, Le negociant stranger est 
veritablement impuissiint devant son adversaire. 

Cette annee les thes noirs, d*abord h 7/i 32.00 le picul, avaient augment^f de 6 Tfe i la fin de I'ann^e; 
mais, grace k la reduction de Texportation et k leur pix-pamtion plus soignee, ils se sont jus<[u'ici vendua 
avec benefice. 

THES VERTS. — Les achats de thes verts ont (^tc plus heureusement conduits, grice k la toumnre incertaiue dea 
afiaires des Etats-Unis qui pamlysa lea achats dans les premiers mois de Fannce, fit descendre les prix 
jusqu'a causer de grandes jwrtes aux detentcurs Chinois, et jKjnnit aux exportateure d'operer avec socurite 
dans leurs premiers marches, (^uund la conclusion de hi paix viut assurer a ces thes un <5coulement facile^ 
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les prix hauss^rent, mais les besoins de rAmerique etaient si considerables que tons ont donn6 des profits. 
En 1865 Fexportation des thes verts se monte k pi«. 209,418, contre pis- 151,089 en 1864: pis- 104,259 ont 
^t^ exp^dies aux Etat-Unis, pis- 85,820 en Angleterre. La saison s'est inaugur^e pour les Ping-soueys 
k deux ou trois taels plus baa que Tannee prec^dente; k la fin de I'annee, ils etaient en moyenne de 7h 35 
par picul. 

En examinant les causes qui ont amenc la crise des th^s, on reconnaitra que, pour les th6s verts, le 
commerce a plutot ^tc victime des circonstances que de ses fautes. L'Amdrique qui toucliait aux moments les 
plus solennels de la guerre civile, cessa compl^tement ses achats sur la place de Londres devenue l'entrep6t 
general de ces th^s, laissant siu* les bras des negociants des stocks considerables quails ne pouvaient plus 
liquider. Pour les thes noirs, nous avons dit ci-dessus que I'exportation fut trop forte et pour les besoins de 
PAngleterre et pour les demandes de la Russie que I'on s'^tait beaucoup exagerees. Uesprit de speculation 
qui r^gnait alors k Shanghai fit entrer dans les affaires de thes des concurrents novices et inexp6riment6s 
dont les operations, toutes de hazard, derouterent la prudence habituelle des anciens; de ]k des prix absurdes, 
des qualit^s inferieures, ime exportation mal calcul^e. Comme ces sp^culateurs f4cheux ont 6t^ presque tons 
emport^ par la faillite, que ceux qui restent ne trouvent plus aussi facilement de Targent pour leurs 
entreprises t6m6raires, le commerce des thes tend graduellemeut k reprendre les allures sages et saines qu'il 
avait autrefois. 

COTON. — Les exportations de coton vers TEurope continuaient encore vers le commencement de I'annee; dans les mois 
de Janvier et de Fevrier pres de 90,000 piculs prirent le cherain de PAngleterre. On connut peu aprfes la 
niarche plus rapide des evenements surle territoire du Sud, les succ^ decisifs des "Baids^^ du Greneral 
Sherman, la prise de Savannah, la prise du fort Fisher, la prise de Charleston, et enfin la prise de Richmond 
et la pacification du Sud, qui couperent court k toute tentative nouvelle d'exportation. De !Sk 18^ le picul, le 
coton descendit immediatement k 13 et 14 7h; les stocks amasses k Shanghai furent alors dirig^s vers 
certains ports de la Chine, notamment Hankow, qui peut-etre recouvra ainsi une partie des menes balles qu'il 
avait prec6dement exportees. La saison d'automne a ete assez active; les ports du sud avaieut k refaire leurs 
approvisionnements qui n'avaient pas 6te renouveles les annces pr^cedentes; mais les exportations de Shanghai 
sent restees au dessous de ce qu'elles auraient dH d'tre, car une bonne moitie de la recolte des cotons du 
Kiang-nan a et^ abimce par ces memes pluies qui ont tant nui aux soies, ou inond^e en partie par la chute 
d'une large ^tendue des digues de la baie d'Hang-Tchcou. Les prix excessifs payes par les negociants, leur 
quality inferieure, marquaient les cotons de Chine comme les premieres victimes'de la r6ouverture des ports 
du sud de PAm^rique; mais les pertes qu'ils ont fait subir ne paraissent pas avoir inoins sevi k Shanghai sur 
les Hongs* Chinois que sur les negociants etrangcrs. Parmi ceux-lk, beaucoup furent d^jk mines en 1863 par 
la mauvaise foi des paysans qui, trouvimt tout d'un coup des prix meilleurs que ceux dont ils Etaient 
convenus d'abord, rompirent leurs contrats et, mettant les hong% dans I'impossibilite de remplir leurs 
engagements, les forc^rent a se fermer. En 1865, les hongs qui posscdaient des stocks considerables ou 
avaient d^jk conclu des contrats avec Tintcrieur k des prix trop eiev^s, se trouvkent aussi pousses k la mine. 
Comme richesse, la place de Shanghai n'aura done pas profite des affaires considerables de coton dont elle 
etait le centre; le numeraire dopense k I'acheter k 6te s'engloutir dans I'interieur et n'a pas peu contribue k 
relever la province des ddsastres de la rebellion. Les cotons de Tientsin et de Tchefou qui en 1 864 etaient 
reexportes k I'etranger, ont ete cette annee expcdies aussi k Hongkong et aux ports voisins. 

Comme exportation de coton vers TotRvnger, 1865 est naturellement en grande baisse sur 1864: 
pi8- 100,137 contre pis. 336,503. Si, comme il est probable, la Chine ne doit plus envoy er de tribut au 
"Roi Coton" des pays occidentaux, Tannee 1866 fera rentrer le commerce de TEurope et de PAmerique 
dans ses deux elements ordinaires d'exportation, le the et la soie. Sortant de ces deux articles nous ne 
trouvons plus sur les statistiques que des articles insignifiants, quelques piculs de muse, de rhubarbe: le 
China grass que des compaguies en Europe se pr(!'parent a employer comme textile, figure pour 5 piculs 
settlement; les progres de la Chine vers Pad option des articles manufactures de PEurope sont done encore 
plus rapides que ceux de PEurope vers Padoption des produits Chinois. 



Hong. — Maiaou de comiDiTce indigene. 
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II, 

COMMERCE BE SHANGHAI AVEC LES PORTS DE LA COTE (COAST TRADE.) 

En comparant les tables sp^cfales des statistiques qui r^sument le commerce de Shanghai avec les ports 
lie la c6te et du Yang-tze pour les annees 1864 et 1865, on voit de suite que I'importation des produite Chinois 
a baiss^ d'une valeur de !?fe 4,755,916. Les ports de Canton, de Swatow, d^Amoy, situes dans les provinces 
du Kwang-tong et du Fo-kien ravagees dans I'ann^ par les Taiplngs, sont en diminution de 7h 1,577,843. 
Formosa est en diminution de 7h 242,341; Hankow, le port des thes noirs, est en baisse de 3,371,604; 
Kiukiang, le port des th^s verte, est en augmentation de 7h 464,931. Tientsin, qui n'a plus exporte autant 
de coton qu'en 1864, est en baisee de 7h 673,704. 

L'importation des produits Chinois k Shanghai s'6lfeve k la valeur totale de Th. 25,846,378 rcpartie 
en trois parts: une dirigee sur les pays e'trangers du chiffre de Ik ^SA3Si79Si ^"le rdexport^e ^ d'autrea 
ports du chitfre de 7h 4,766,988, et la troisi^me du chiifre de 7h 5,643,595 gardee pour la consommation 
locale et celle de la province; en 1864 elle <?tait de Th 1 1,643,555. L'exportation des produits Chinois vers 
les autres ports represente ime valeur de fh 7,702,554; elle est sur 1864 en baisse de Th 1,834,516. Enfin, 
tout I'a vantage reste aux marchandises ttraug^res reexportees, dont le chiffre total est de 7h 24,991,620 et 
d^passe celui de 1864 de Tk 7,899,667. 

En feuilletant les differentes tables du "Coast Trade," nous pourrons entrer dans quelques dtVeloppe- 
ments sur les chiflres que nous venons de citer; nous le ferons toutefois d'une mani^re rapide, car le commerce 
de chacim des ports est analyse par nos collogues qui sont plus Ji m^me que nous de donner sur tel et tel 
produit interessant des renseignements pr6cis. II est cependant une table dont le detail rentre sp^cialement 
dans notre travail, c'est la table No. IV. 

TABLE IV. — " Produits indigenes export^s de Shanghai vers les autres ports." Les principales productions de la 
province du Kiang-nan y sont mises en evidence: se sont la soie, les etoffes de soie, le coton et les nankins. 
La soie qui ne represente que pi«- 158, d'une valeur de 'Ih 234,367, a ^te exportce par des vapeurs autres 
que les paquebots-poste a Hongkong, d'oh elle a sans doute ete dirigee sur rEiu*ope. Les etoffes de soie sont 
r^parties dans tons les ports et att^ignent la valeur de lis. 1,124,907 contre 7h 962,388 en 1864. Le coton a 
^te distribu6 aussi dans tons les ports et sV'leve au chiffre de pis- 182,085. Les Nankins ont augmente, 
comnie quantite, de picuk 1,596 et diminu^, comme valeur, de fh. 373,740 par suite de I'abaissement du 
prix du coton. 

L'exportation du ble vers les ports du sud est considerable: pis- 100,181. Celle de la monnaie 
de cuivre est en baisse sur 1864: 1 15,108 ligatures d'une valeur de 7h 95,528, quand en 1864 Texportation 
6tait du poids de pis- 133,644, et en valeur !/& 1,603,728; ceci prouve que dans des districts voisins do 
Hankow et de Kiukiang oil la monnaie de cuivre avait seule cours, I'argent passe plus facilement 
qu'auparavant: c'est un pas de giign^' sur la routine Chinoise. Le Kiang-nan exporte encore beaucoup de 
produits dont les quantity apparaissent en chiffres respectables, niais dont les valeurs sont companitivemeut 
mininies. La fabrication des instruments de nmsique doit y ^tre renomm^e, car 47,508 Hutes ont ^t© 
expediees aux ports du Yang-tze et 50,000 instruments a Canton. Citons encore comme articles notables les 
^ventails, les lunettes et les pinceaux a e'crire. 

Ce qui pr^c^de ne s'applique qu'aux ports du sud et du Yang-tze; pour les porta du nord, les 
exportations st^rieuses de Shanghai se boment k des etoffes de soie, des Nankins et du Grass Cloth. Pour 
Tientsin, par exemple, les envois de Shanghai seraient insignifiants s'ils n'6taient grossis par la r^exportiition 
des produits strangers. 

TABLE VI. — Celle-ci est d^taill^e dans la Table VI et si I'on additionne k part les importations de I'Eiurope, de 
rAm6rique et de I'lnde, c'est a dire les cotonnades, les lainages, I'opiimi et les metaux, et que I'on compiire 
les totaux avec ceux de 1864, on trouve ime hausse considerable pour tons les ports qui s'approvisionnent 
k Shanghai. Pour Ningpo, c'est une hausse de Th 456,940; pour Hankow, ?& 1,886,437; pour Kiukiang, 
?fe 331,289; pour Tcheun-kiang, !?fe 1,770,701, hausse enorme due k I'opium surtout, mais aussi aux 
cotonnades dont I'importation avait jusqu'alors ete presque nulle; pour Tchefou Ih 800,901, k peupres 
80 p %; pour Tientsin c'est 125 p %, une hausse de Th 3,424,052, en 1864, la valeur de ces articles ne se 
moutait qu' k Th 2,920,809; enfin le modeste port de Newchwang a lui aussi une hausse de 200 p %, 
fh 610,711— en 1864 ces articles ne repn^entaient que Th 329,926. Les Shirtings et les T-Cloths, 
jusqu'alors peu ou point import^s, figurent pour une valeur de 2h 20,275. 
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TABLE No. I. — Parmi les articlcB ^num^r^s dans la Table No. I, la Boie, le coton et le th<? ont 6te r^exportt^s anx paya 
Strangers, le reste appartient k la consommation Chinoise. Nona remarquons la porcelaine de Kiukiang— 
^ 3131464,— la monnaie de cuivre et la cuttle fish de Ningpo, Tindigo du Kwangtong, les mddecines dea 
ports du sud, le fungus, I'huile, le ppier, la rhubarbe, le suit" vog^tal et la cire de Hankow, la soie jaune du 
Sze-tchouen, qui cette ann'ie represente piculs 447 d'une valeur de !?fe 178,876, le aucre d'Amoy de Swatow 
et de Hongkong, les bois de Foochow, &a., &a. 

Pour les ports du Nord, nous citerons les gateaux de pois, les pois, le millet et le riz de Newchwang; 
les allures articles sont d'une valeur minime. Le^i souliers de satin, les savons et les dattes de Tientsin 
n'atteignent que des valeurs pen importantes. 

Cette table qui, sans contredit, est celle qui donne le plus de travail a la douane, renfernie les nonibreux 
articles plus ou moins connus, coniposant la nourriture des Chinois ou entrant dans leurs industries; elle 
pourrait servir d'index au chiniiste, au natundiste, au savant qui voudraieut Qtudier les ressources et les 
productions de ces pays. 

HI. 

NAVIGATION, 

Nous cndgnons que le beau temps des frets ne soit passe poiu- les pavires k voiles qui les ann^es pro- 
crdentes, trouvaient un emploi si renunicratif dans les port^ de la Chine. Cette annee, toutes les causes se sont 
combint^es pour leur etre dcfavorables ; d'abord la depression du commerce du riz qui occupait beaucoup de 
navires entre Singapore Hongkong et Shanghai, la cessation de I'exportation du coton vers PEurope, et surtout 
la concurrence ccrasante d'un grand nombre de vapeurs qui uaviguent d'un port a I'autre k des prix si rcduits 
que les Chinoia peuvent avec avant^ige leiu: contier jusqu' a ces niarchandisea de pen de valeur qu'on dosigue 
sous le nom de " Chowchow article*." Ce sont la les vraiea causes qui ont port^S prejudice aux frets des 
navires k voiles; la proclamation des autoritcs de cette province defendant aux ncgociants indigenes de se 
servir des bateaux etranger pour le transport des gateaux de pois n'a eu qu'un effet aecondaire; elle n'etait 
qu'une sorte de concession faite aux lamentiitions des millions de jonques qui pourrissent faute d'ouvrage le 
long des nves du Whampow. Kn 1866 ces causes contumeront ti exiater, mais les rcsultiits en seront encore 
plus apparents. La situation est maintenant bien accus'e, tandis que dans le commencement de 1865 ou 
|)ouvait garder des esperances de frets pour le coton et le riz; en Juillet il y avait dans le port plus de 150 
navires a voiles, nombre qu'ou ne reverra sans doute plus de longtemps. Est-il besoin d'ajout^er que dans les 
conditions que nous venons de dccriie, les Irets ont atteint le tiiux le plus bas. Des navires n'ont pu trouver 
que ;£ i.io poiur Londres; les premiers Clippers charges de thts out etc seuls favorises et ont obtenu 
jusqu a £ 3. D'autres navires ont dii se contenter de fiets iusignifiants pour apporter les bois de Foochow 5 
l)eaucoup enfin sont partis vers I'Europe ou vers certains ports de I'Auit^rique. Cette grande diminution dans 
le noml)re des navires k voiles otera k Shanghai de son animation; leur personnel flottant entretenait les 
stores et plusieurs autres professions qui dej^ ont Ct6 forccea de suspendre leui-s affaii'ea, et augmeutait la 
circulation sur les quais et dans lea concessions. 

Eu revanche, le mouvement des vapeurs reste trea actif, bien que leur nombre alt aussi diminuo^ 
Apres les traitis de Tientsin et de Yeddo, («i en avait commande trop en Angleterre et en Ami?rlque. Depuif> 
lors, plusieurs ont ete vendus aux Japonais, d'autres moins heureux, ont «.te perdus d;ms le Yang- tze-kiang 
et sur la cote. Cette ann^e notamment aura 6t6 nefaste: le Chanticleer^ le Coreaj le Fokun, le Lallu llookK 
se sont i)erdus coup sur coup dans les oumgans de Jum et de Juillet. II y a maintenant k Shanghai i)res de 
35 Steamers, nombre qui paniit etre en balance ratioimelle avec les besoins du commerce; nous n'y com^ 
prenons pas ces jolis petits remorqueurs destines k la navigation des eanaux et qui sont condamnes k I'inaction 
depuis (|ue Tacccs des districts de soies leur a et^ ferm6. Des lignea reguli^res sont dirigees sur le Japon, sur 
Tcliei'ou et Tientsin, sur les ports du Yang-tze, sur Hongkong, sur Ningpo et sur Foochow; elles conservent 
dans le port un va et vient continuel, qui maintient le tonnage total de ;865 peu au^dessous des chitires de 
rannee procedente comme le niontre le tableau suivant: 

1 865 Entrcs, i ,740 navires, tonnage 848,456 Tx^ 

„ Sortis, , 1,810 „ „ 887,747 „ 

1864 Entres, 2,137 „ „ 899,331 „ 

„ Sortis, 2,104 >» >» 888,728 ,» 
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Comme perspectiveB qui puiseent interesser la navigation, on pent citer la venue prochaine dea 
Paquebote-poste Americains. Ou peut se demander aussi dans quel rapport elle sera affects par la permis- 
sion qui doit etre bientot conc^d^e aux Chinois par leur gouvemement de poss^er des navires 6tranger8; 
pour le moment ils n'ont pas encore le droit de modifier les formes nationales de leurs jonques. 

NUMERAIRE.— La complaisance tr^ grande de plusieurs banquieys nous a procur6 aur le numeraire, des donn^es exactea 
que les statistiques n'ontpaset6k meme de fournir. En 1865, le numeraire imports des pays strangers, 
Hongkong compris, s'^leverait a 'fk 9,684,470; le numeraire importe des ports Ghinois k Ih 8,959,393: en 
tout 'Ih 18,643,863. Le numeraire exporte a I'etranger, Hongkong compris, se nionterait k Jh 12,067,843; 
le numeraire r^export^ aux ports Ghinois k 7h 3,965,847: en tout Tti 16,033,690. Avec ces renseignemeuts, 
le conipte gonenil du Commerce de Shanghai peut a'etahlir comme il suit; 

COMMERCE l^TRANGER 

Numeraire importe dea pays etrangers, , , 7h 9,684,479, 

Valeur des marubandi^jies importees des pays etrangers, moins les reexports ) -jc 22 c 06c 

aux piiys etnuigers,.., ) " "' 5»9^5- 



Total, ftk 44,910,435. 

Num«5r!xire exporte aux pays etrangers, , 7ii 12,067,843. 

Produits Chinois exportes aux pays etnmgers, „ 29,559,622, 

Total, , 7h 41,624,465. 
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# 

Numi'raire importe des ports Chinols, , , Ih 8,959,393^ 

Prorluits Chinois importes, moins ceux reexpedies a d'autres ports, „ 2 1,079,390. 

Pioduits etiuugers importes des ports Chinois, , » „ 382,660. 

Total,.., ,... Tfi. 30,421,443. 

— — n 

Numeraire exporte an X parts Chinais, , fh 3,965,847^ 

Produits indigenes export s a ce^ ports, , , , , „ 7,702,554. 

Murciiaiidists etrangeresi rv^exportles a ces ports,...,, , „ 24,991,620. 

Total, 7h 36,660,021. 

1)0 ces deux g 'rios de calcul on j>eut d 'duiro facilement les conditions du numeraire pour Pannee 1865. 
1 ''une i)art, la valeur des marchundises imp'jrtcts des pays etn.ngers d passant celle des produits indigenes 
(j'.ii y oht ete export- s; de I'autie, la valeur des murehandises indigenes et etmugeres expedit!'es de Shanghai 
;.r,\- autres port.s d^'pissaut c^^'He qui en «'tiiit re^ue et oliligeant par consequent ces demiers a faire des retour« 
ti".'i;j:(Mjt: tout, on le volt, s'est reuui pour faire attiuer le numeraire a Shanghai. Que I'on ajoute k ces causes 
I'ah.'enee totide de ces speculiitions locales qui, les annecs prece*lentes, remuaient de si grosses sonmies, tt 
1 on tlrera comme coiisi'nucuce que le change a du rosier tres bus. En eflet, de Sh. 7.2.4, (fr. 8.67) qv'il 
ituit en 1864, il ejjt t(/mbe a Sh. 6.2 (fr. 7.80) et Sh. 6.4 (tr. 8.00), et ne s'est releve qu'un mois seulement, 
en Juilltt oil il a atteint Sh. 6,6. (fr. 8.10}. Les onze bauques eUiblies a Shanghai ont negociepeu d'affaires; 
jxair se d barrasser de I'argeut qu' elles gardaient sans emploi dans leurs coffres, elles ont pris le parti de 
I'envoyer dans I'lnde et de le vendre au Gouvemement Colonial pour en faire de la monnaie: 'Ih 9,761,796 
out vtb exiK'dies de cette tucjon et les envois se contiuuaient en Janvier 1866. Comme ainsi le numeraire 
rtste en exccdant a Shanghai s'est en partie ^coule et que, d'apres les avis des malles, les expeditions 
d'Europe scraient peu considerables, le change, au moment des att'aires, a toute chance de monter. 

PBOITS.- Le total general des droits pcr^us par la douane de Shanghai s'^leve \ik B^Ih 2,167,841 et dt^passe celui 
• de i864de/f. 7fe86,468u 
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IV. 

NATIONALITES ETABLIES A SHANGHAI. 

Embrass^es dans un coup d'oeil general et, qu'on nous permette Pexpression, k vol d'oiseau, la 
nationalites qui prennent part au commerce de Shanghai apparaiasent sous cinq categories : les Anglais, les 
Am^ricains, les Allemands, les Fran^ais et les Chiuois; sous la categoric des Allemands, on fait entrer 
les maisons hollandaises, sous la cat<^gorie des Fran^ais on comprend les Suisses; ceci bien entendu, comme 
usage adoptc et non comme distribution raisonnee. Au mois de Decembre, on comptait k Shanghai 88 
maisons de commerce — ii banques, 13 courtiers, 13 maisons de commission, 14 stores, 21 maisons de 
professions diffdrentes, 13 docks et 3 ateliers de reparation de na vires. Les concessions ^talent habitus 
par 2,500 etrangers et 1 20,000 Chiuois. 

ANGLAIS. — Les Anglais ont facilement le gros lot du liugot volumineux qui chaque annee pa^se par le creuset du 
commerce k Shanghai. Leurs maisons sont les plus anciennes; les plus puissantes d*entr*elles sont branches 
de ces maisons colossales fondte alors que la Chine etait encore enveloppde de myst^re pour TEurope, par 
de hardis speculateurs qui devinrent des " Merchant princes." Elles ont traverse ces ^poques heureuses oil 
le Celeste Empire ^tait une mine d'or; la mine est toujours riche, mais elle ne donne plus que du cuivre et 
est penible k exploiter: leur avajice est done considerable. D'autre part, la Grande Bretagne est vraiment le 
seul pays qui importe en Chine; k cote d'elle I'Amdrique et le continent n'arrivent qu*^ des chifires insigni- 
fiants. C'est, par suite, le seul qui s'y soit cre6 des ^changes r^els et encore sont-ils k son grand avantage, 
car avec ses importations directes et Topium, nous avons vu qu*^ Shanghai elle fait entrer une valeur de 
36 millions de Taels, quand elle n'en exporte qu'uue valeur de 22 millions et demi. Foumissant done k ses 
n^gociants des marchandises qui leur font rcaliser des benefices et aussi leur procurent sans firais Fargent 
avec lequel ils ach^tent les produits indigenes, ceux-ci ont de tout temps eu la facility de faire arriver ea 
Europe dans de meilleures conditions le the, la soie et le coton et, par suite, d'absorber la moyenne partie 
des transactions de la Chine, en m^me temps que par eux Londres est restc Teutrep^t g^ndral des exporta- 
tions de I'Extreme Orient, Ses nombreuses colonies qui enserrent cette partie du monde, 6tendent encore 
le cercle de leurs affaires par les produits qui s'en exportent et viennent augmenter leurs moyens d'dcl%nge« 
Enfin les affaires locales, celles de port k port, au lieu d'etre comme pour les autres une question de chance, 
sont pour eux le corolla ire naturel de ces avantfiges divers qui les mettent aussi k m^me d'entretenir dana 
ces mers une ilotte marchaude considerable, dont le tonnage est la moitie du tonnage total Stranger. Sur 
88 maisons de commerce, 58 sont anglaises; nous y comprenons 7 maisons de Parsees importantea. Lea 
maisons de court^ige, de commission k quelques exceptions pr^s, toutes les banques moins une, sont 
anglaisps; 3 docks, i atelier de constructions, et 2 ateliers de reparations sont dirigCs par des sujets et 
fonctionnent par des capitaux Britanniques. 

AMERICA INS.— Les Am6ricains ont il Shanghai comme partout ailleurs la sup^f'riorite de la navigation; on ne pent 
faire concurrence k ceilains de leurs Steamers qu'eii leur opposant des Steamers de memea formes et de 
m^me modele. Sur la ligne du Yang-tze sept Steamers sur dix sont Amoricains; d'autres sont distribuea 
sur les lignes de Ningpo, de Hongkong et du Japon ; presque tons portent des machines construites d^apr^a 
le systeme hardi du balancier suspendu ( beam engine ) et c'est Tun d'eux, le Survonada, qui tient le premier 
rang comme rapidite dans les voyages de la cote: sa moyenne est dc 14 noeuds. La flotte k voiles dea 
Etats-Unis qui trouve maintenant les mers libres, va revenir ^ son ancienne importance; les clippers avaient 
arbore des pavilions etrangers pendant la guerre. Cette annee le tonnage des navires ^ voiles et k vapeur 
est reste le meme qu'en 1 864 et est la moitie du tonnage des navires Anglais. 

Les AmericAins ont k Shanghai 6 fortes maisous de commerce, plusieurs grands stores. Les m&isona 
de commerce re^oivent de TAmerique certaines cotonnades, des bois mous, du bl6, de la ferine et duk 
mercure; elles expedient en retour des thes verts et du strav braid: cette ann6e un chargement de thes noirs 
a H6 pour la premiere fois expcdie k San Francisco. Toutefois, leurs transactions ne se boment paa 
aux 6changes directs de leurs pays; elles prennent part au commerce d'importation et d'exportation de 
TAngleterre. 

La ligne des Steamers du Pacifique va sans doute augmenter rapidement les relations d'afiaires dea 
Etats-Unis avec la Chine; ils exporteront tout d'abord une assez grtinde quantite de soles que lea mallea 
anglaises ont jusqu'ici fait passer par Londres et si, comme on peut y compter, ils repondent oomme viteqiQ 
et coufort k ce que les Aniericains savent si bien executer, ils seront de la plus heureuse influence pour U 
commerce en general et en particulier pour celui des Auitricains ^ Shanghai. 
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ALLEMAKDS.— A en jugerparles renseignements des statistiqiies, le commerce allemand serait prew(\ic tinl et se 
renfermernit dans quelques produits d'une valeiir relativement minime; mais les allemands, ne trouvant pas 
chez eux des ik'nients sufRsants de transaction, vont tout bonnement les chercher ailleurs et se procurent 
ain.si des nioyens de trafiquer. Leurs niaisons de Shanghai se font envoyer d'Augleterre des articles maniifac- 
tun'a et y expedient les produits de la Chine; elles ont aussi des correspondants et des succursales au Japon, 
a Siam, h Singapore, k Hongkong et dans les autres ports de la Chine; aussi les navires allemands employes 
sur la cote et dans les ports voisins ont-ils toujours 6i6 nombreux, mais comme ce sont des navires a voiles, 
c'est snr eux que la rarete des ft^ts a surtout pese. En 1864, on comptait 285 navires entivs, de 75>7H "Tx; 
203 navires sortis, de 81,662 Tx. En 1865, il n'y a plus que 133 navires entn's, de 43,180 Tx; 139 naviyes 
sort is de 42,148 Tx: et ces chHFres seront encore diminu^s en 1866. Avant la concurrence si redoutable des 
vapeurs, ils I'taient en faveur prfes des Chinois pour la modicite de letirs frets et le cal^ctere bienveillant et 
doux de leUTs capitaines. Les navires nllemands portent presque tons les pavilions de Hamburg et de 
Breme et arrivent charges des articles de TAUemagne qui trouvent des di'bouchcs en Chine. Nous en 
avons doja cit<! quelques uns tels que les lainages, les draps, les Spanish Stripes, les allnmettes et les aiguilles; 
nrjus pouvons y ajouter (jut'lipies calicots, du plomb, du zinc de silesie, des verreries et des stores. Comme 
iSlianghai ne fournit rien 'k ces navires pour leur voyage de retour, ils ont li se chercher des frets le long de la 
cote ou dans un port etranger. 

Les Allemands k Shanghai ont 15 maisons de commerce: 4 sont sons la protection anglaise et sont des 
succursales de maisons etablies h. Londrcs; quelques professions, quelques stores sont aussi tenus par eux. 

Les Hollandais que nous avons r6unis sous la meme categoric, ont deux maisons et une compagnie de 
commerce. En 1865, le tonnage de leurs navires k I'tc de 16 navires entrcs de 5,139 Tx.; 19 navires sortis, 
de 6,204 Tx.; ils viennent gt'ncralement de Bom^ et des colonies voisines. 

FRANCA IS.— La France, le pays des idees, en importe beaucoup en Chine p:ir ses missionnaires, mais elle sVrupe pen 
* d'y importer des cotonnades et des lainages et laisse a d'autres nations plus positives, le champ libre a ces 
transactions profitables mais vulgaires. La table des importations du commerce 6tn»nger marque a son 
avoir un zero parfait; h Tex-portation, Particle "soies et cocons" sV»leve k la colonne qui lui est spcciale au 
chiffre de y)ls. 5,844 et 5% 2,41 5,198 et, bien que ce chiffre soit mediocre, puisqUe I'exportation ioU\\e a ete de 
43,000 balles et que la France a dCi en consommer plus de la moitie pour ses manufactures, il poumiit encoie 
donner aux personnes qui le liraient a I'etranger, ime idee exager6e de son commerce k Shanghai. Or, de 
ves pis 5,844 q^ii se traduiseut aussi par 7,300 balles, les maisons fran^ises n^ont exporte que 2,500 balles; le 
reste a ct^ expt'die par des Anglais, des Americains et des Allemands. Ces maisons sont au nombre de cinq; 
on ccmpte en plus trois stores, une banque importsinte succtirsiile du Comptoir d'Escompte, et une agente 
des Messageries Imp^riales. C'est pen pour la France, qui il y a cinq ans envoyait une amide planter ses 
drapeaux sur les murs de Peking, et faut-il reellement espcrer qu'elle aura un jour un commerce serleux avec 
la Chine ? S'il devait en £*tre ainsi, elle commencerait par Shanghai, car ne consommant p»i8 de th(^8, c'est ici 
t»eulement qti'elle pourrait trouver k 6changer des produits indigenes centre les siens, mais nous devons 
dire en conscience que nous avons eu k cet egard plus d'illusions qu'aujourdliui. En 1861, elle avait 
une dizaine de maisons de commerce qui paraissaicnt solides, quelques stores bien month's; les chiffres que 
nous venonsde donner n'annoncent pas que sa position ait avanc6, bien au contraire; la gtierre de Chine 
aura en somme attire beaucoup d'etraagers vers ces piiys, mais pas de Fran<,*ais. Des essais sont cependant 
faits de temps U autre sur une ^chelle restreinte pour Pintroduction de ses ^toffes de colon et de laine, 
mais celles-ci sont encore trop cheres pour pouvoir entrer en concurrence avec chiles de la Grande Bretagne, et 
il faut laisser au "Free Trade,'' que les n^gociants de la m6tropole subissent plutot qu'ils n'accept^nt, le soin 
d'en abaisser suffisament les prix de fabrication. Jusquel^ mes compatriotes qui voudront envoyer des 
ctotfes en Chine, devront comme les Allemands aller les acheter hors de chez eux, et nous supposons que 
cette compagnie qui s'organisait, disait-on, pour monopoliser les soies de Shanghai et les detoumer de 
Londres au profit des marchi^s de Lyon el de Marseille, aurait tout d'abord pass(^ des contrats avec les 
fabriques de Manchester, afin de se mettre k jeu ^gal avec les n^gociants anglais. Mais tenant pour certain, 
ecjinme on le pent avec s^curit^, que les fabriques de Rouen, Mulhouse etc, privc^es maintenant de pro- 
tection pour IVcoulement de leura produits, arriveront avant pen k les livrer a aussi bon marchd que tout 
autre pays, verra-t-on pour cela des Frani^s veuir les vendre en Cliine ? H^las ! nous ne voudrioiis pas non 
plus Taffirmer et ce qu'on pourrait bien voir alors, ce serait les cotonnades et les lainages en question passant 
)>ar Londres pour prendre le chemin de TExtreme Orient. Les importations actuelles de la France k Shang- 
hai ne sont p;i8 aussi nulles que les statistiques sembleraient Findiquer; ses articles de mofles, de bijouterie, 
les vins qui ganiissent les stores repr6sentent encore une certaine valeur; mais les importateurs sont 
etrangers. Cette apathie des Fran^ais k sortir de chez eux n'est pas un caprice passager et ce n'est pas en 
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on moment qu'on pent la faire disparaitre, car elle est le resultat de la politique longtemps siti\^ie ei 
qu'une 6cole nombreuse conseille encore, de renfermer le commerce et les idees de la Fninc« dans Ic cercle 
le pins restreint, dans le but pretendu d'augmenter ses forces en les condensant. A la longue, Taudace et 
rintelligence necessaires aux eutreprises conimerciales tent^cs an loin se sont perdue»; a la longae aussi, a 
I'esprit large des aifaires f'est substitue un esprit plus mesquin, plus chicanier; nous avons entendu maintes- 
fois des cxpcditeurg de soies declarer que le» transactions renconiraient plus d'ennuis en France qu'en 
Angleterre et nous les avons vus apres avoir essaye une annee d'envoyer des soies a Lyon on a Marseille, 
revenir de degoftt I'annee siiivante aux envois directs vers Londres. On pent voir d'ailleurs par le tableau 
suivant que depuis Pinstitntion de la ligne des Messageries Imperiales, la quantite de soies de Chine et du 
Japon exp6diee (nous ne disons pa» debarquec) a Marseille n'a pas augineutc; les dates sont prises dU' 
I Juillet d'une annee au 30 Jiiin de I'annce suivante. 

1860-61, 7,850 

1861-62, 6,177 

1862-63,... 9i970 

1863-64, 3/^36 

1864-65, ... 9,276 

1865-66, (au I Janvier,) , 9»350' 

En exprimant avec cette am^re sinc^rite combien, cmnmereialement partant, I'influence de la France' 
est en retard en Chine, il y a toutefois de notre pjirt plus d'impatience que de decouragement. Nous avon» 
pleine confiance dans le "Free Trade," et dans la renovation rapide qu'il apporte dans les- conceptions d'un 
pays. Avec les progres de fabrication nait I'ambition commerciale ; un pays n'est plus alors long a com- 
prendre que pour etre vraiment grand, il ne doit plus limiter ses vues k I'horizon born'i qui I'entoure, mais 
bien les jeter sur le monde en tier. Cette aimee et I'annee demiere, des negociauts fran<;ais sont venus 
passer une saison au Japon pour y acheter en grande quantite des graine» de vers ^ soie; ceci raontre deja 
que I'Extreme Orient ne leur parait plus si cloigne et, de tous les efforts du gouvernement actuel pour y 
dinger ses nationaux, Pappui donne a !'< tablissemeiit de la l^e des Messageries Imperiales aura encore ^tc 
le plus efficace. L'habiletc avec laquelle elle est administree a du reste repondu ^ ce qu*on demandait 
d'elle et lui a acquis une popularity bien meritee. Les deux vapeurs qu'elle entretient k Shanghai et qui 
arrivent et partent une fois par mois, sauvent les apparences du commerce frauQais sur les statistiques au 
tonnage et aux droits de douane. Ses navires h, voiles qui frequentent le port, sont peu nombreux; il n'y en 
a jamais plus de 3 ou 4 k la fois. 

La Suisse a 3 maisons de commerce k Shanghai; elles sont sous la protection fran^aise. 

CHINOIS. -Pendant qu'^ certains ports, clients de Shanghai, tels que Tientsin et Ningpo, on entend leg Strangers »e 
plaindre que le commerce m^me des articles manufactures cchappe II leiu^ mains pour piujser aux mains de* 
Chinois qui se les font expedier directement, on pent penser que les hongs de Shangliai, devenus des centres, 
ont atteint une grande importance ; mais on y entend au contraire declarer qu'il n'en existe plus de con^ 
siderables. Ces maisons du pays, auxquelles on supposait autrefois mi fort capital de ^ million k un million 
• de Taels, qu'elles justifiaient du reste par I'extension de leurs transactions, auraient disparu, les unes abimeea 

sans retour dans les ravages de la rebellion, les autres qui commenyaient k se relever, ruin6es dans les faillites 
du coton. Les grandes maisons regrettent ces hongs puissants par le moyen desquels elles pouvaient 
facUement rayonner dans le coeur des provinces. Ds etaient alors peu nombreux et monopolisaient presque 
le commerce de rinterieiu: avec les ctrangers; maintenant beaucoup de hongs secondaires sont venus s'ctablir 
sur les concessions et, comme les afi&tires sont par suite plus divisees, les chances d- extension rapide sont 
moindres pour les una comme pour les autres. On compte apeupr^ 150 hongs fixes sur les concessions; troia 
seulement trafiqueraient but une certaine dchelle avec les ports du Yang-tse, ou du reste les maisons n'ont 
pas encore cherche d'une mani^re sensible k s'affranchir de I'intermediaire des Strangers. Ces trois hongs 
seraient bien soutenus par les banques indigenes qui ach^teraient avec confiance leurs traites k longue 
^h^ance sur ces ports. Mais k Tientsin, si Ton excepte Topium, toutes les transactions de ce port ^chappeni 
aux etrangers qui s'y sont ^tablis. Les Chinois ont la partie belle dans cette concurrence; leurs 
installations, leur mani^re de vivre sont des plus simples, et grdvent de peu de frais les marchandises qu'ils 
re^ivent. On estime qu'il y a au moins 30 hongs trafiquant specialement avec le Nord ; certains peuvent avoir 
de 50,000 k 100,000 Taels de capital; n^employant que les steamers pour leurs expMitions, ils peuvent gr&ce 
k la rapidity des conmiunications, prendre avec leurs correspondauts poor leurs r^glements de comptes, des 
arrangements qui facilitent beaucoup leurs operationB. 



PENDANT l'aNNEE 1865. 91 

Les gens du Tchdkiang font mieux encore, ils viennent faire leurs achats k Shanghai et ils les font 
chez les importateui"s ; c'est ainsi que les hongs b«*neficieut pen ou point des affaires que les 6ti*anger8 ont 
jwrdues ii Niugiw. Tons les jours un vapeur part d'un port h I'autre et les transporte pour i dollar ^; 
trois dollars pour leur voyage d'aller et de retour, quelque menue monnaie d^pensee a Shanghai, voilh. toiis 
leurs frais et ils evitent ainsi la commission quails avaient k payer. Ce noayeau syst^me semblerait 
incompatible avec la lenteur naturelle du chinois, mais si il est indolent et mou quaad il s^agit de I'intcret 
dcs autres, il est plein d'ardeur quand il s'agit du sien et ne regarde pas a sa peine, et maiiit commer^ant 
tr^ nche ne se repose jamais, voyage sans cesse, passe d'une grande barque dans irne petite, et vit aussi 
fnigalement que le domestique qui I'accompagne. 

La precision et la vitesse de la navigation k vapeur font passer peu k peu dans la langue des fleurs 
lu maxime prosaique " Time is money ^^^ et les vieux doivent d^jk reconnaitre que de leur temps on se 
pressait nioins. 

Cette chiite des pr6jug^ contre Temploi des Steamers dans toutes les classes de la soci^te est 
jusquMci rindice le plus patent des progr^ opercs par le contact des <^trangers; bacheliers se rendant k 
Pckin pour leurs examens, mjmdarins k globules de toutes couleurs rejoignant leurs postes, tons ne veulent 
plus voyager que par les navires a "roues de feu" et parlent deja de I'^poque oil la Chine aura ses vapeurs 
a elle et apprendra k les constniire et k les diriger. 

KJilSU^IE.— Quelques mots encore pour rcfsumer ce trop long travil. La situation de Shan^ai a une certaine cpoque 
n'( tait pas, il faut en convenir, des plus rassurantes : e'en est fini, disait-on, de sa proep^ritc ; ces negociants 
qui paraissaieut si habiles ne sont que des temeraires dont le credit ne repose sur aucune base solide ; le com- 
merce est k bas; la coiicorde qui regnait jadis a fait place k des divisions profondes; Fadministration a des 
dcttes qu' elle ne pent payer et tout le monde s'en separe, etc. etc. 

Que voyons nous k la fin de 1865 ? L'administration dont Pautorfte a ^te reellement 6tablie par la 
decision des tribunaux, a fait rentrer les dissidents dans I'ordre ( ils ^taient d'ailleurs peu nombreux, ) remis 
les finances dans un assiette re^guliere, et rendu la confiance k tons. Les meetings ont repris le calme et le 
Ciiract^re de conciliation qui les rendaient si dignes d'admiration. Les travaux publics quoique necessairement 
nioindres, ont 6te encore marqn6s et ont satisfait la demande g^n^rale. Certaines entreprises privees, un 
Theatre lyri([ue, le gaz, donnent de plus en plus aux concessions I'apparence d'une ville europeenne. La 
population Chinoise diminu^ en un jour par F^migration, a pris un mouvement graduel d'accroissement, 
attirce par des mesures sages et loyales. Au point de vue commercial les conditions, il est vrai, ne sont plus les 
memes. Pour des causes dejk enumeres, beaucoup de gens ont disparu de la sckie, les pertes des sp^culateurs 
ont ouvert les yeux et fait tomber Fanimation factice des ann^ pr^cedentes. Ce qui s'est produit pour les 
hongs ChinoLB, s'est produit aussi pour les maisons 6trang^res: leur nombre est plus considerable; il faut par 
8uit€ plus de temps et plus de travail pour arriver aux profits d'autrefois. Mais laissant de cot6 les int^r^ts 
particuliers, nous avons vu que pris dans son ensemble, le commerce a progresse et il n'y a pas lieu d*en 6tre 
surpris. 

Situ6e pr^s des districts de sole, et reli6e k eux par des canaux magnifiques, Shanghai occupe sur la 
cote une position centrale qui en fait un entrepot naturel pour des ports du Yang-tze-kiang, de Ningp6 et du 
Japon, et le commerce des otrangers y repose sur des bases telles qu'il progressera, quand meme absorbe par 
les maisons indigenes il continuerait a diminuer dans les ports secondaires. Une crise quelque terrible qu'elle 
fiit, ne saurait done lui enlever son titre de capitale commerciale de la Chine, de m^me que, par le bon sens 
et I'esprit pratique de ses citoyens, la republique cosmopolite des concessions ne cessera jamais de mdriter 
Tappcllation, un instant contest^e, de " Model Settlement." 



p. GIQUEL, 

Lieutenant de Vaisseau, 
Inspecteur des Dottanee Chinoises, 



ANALYSIS OF CHINESE COMMEKCE, 



DURING THE TEAR 1865. 



From the published Returns of Trade of the Chinese Ports open to Foreign Flags for the year 1865, it appears 
that, notwithstanding the commercial crisis then existing, the total amount of the Trade of China is considerjibly above 
that of the previous year 1864. 

The estimated totjil value of trade carried on under Foreign Flags in 1864 amounted to Tk 209,574,192; and 
the estimated value of trade at the open ports in 1865, 7h 237,507,922, as per following Table: — 

COMPARATIVE TABLE OF THE ESTIMATED VALUE OF TRADE AT THE DIFFERENT PORTS, 

DURING THE YEARS 1864 and 1865. 



Ports. 


1864. 


1865. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


ShanshaL 


7k 
66,027,683 

21,941,394 

* 10,026,375 
10,909,676 

* 20,070,122 

1,453,701 
17,824,776 
27,928,511 
8,111,283 
7,195,605 
6,319,950 

* 9,376,208 

* 2,388,908 


7h 
53,522,776 
26,042,645 
14,409,670 

15,239,755 
27,890,122 

2,873,425 
15,106,421 

28,750,363 
13,050,753 
10,789,550 

8,619,422 
17,344,847 

3,868,173 


7h 

4,101,251 
4,383,295 
4,330,079 
7,820,000 
1,419,724 

821,852 
4,939,470 
3,593,945 
2,299,472 
7,968,639 
1,479,265 


I2,C0A.Q07 


Canton, 


2 


718,35s 


Swatow, 


Amoy,... 

Foochow, 


Formosis.. 


Nimnx), 


■* ' "*ei'^ •• 

Hankow,, 


RiukiancF. 


dhinkiang, 


Chefoo, 


Tientsin, 


Newchwang, 


Total 7h 


209,574,192 


237,507,922 


43,156,992 


'15, 


223,262 



^ The Import and Export of Treasure not having been ascertained in 1864, is not included in the Porta of Swatow, Foochow, 
Tientain, and Newchwang, but is included in 1866 in the same four porta. 



94 ANALYSIS OF CHINESE COMMERCE, 



The preceding total estimated value of Trade of each Port inclades the amoant of the whole Import and 
Export Trade, and the amount of the imported and exported Treasure, less the amount of the Re-exports. 

At the Port of Shanghai, as the Import and Export of Treasure could not be correctly ascertained, it is not 
included in the above amounts for 1864 and 1865. 

The trade of Shanghai according to the foregoing table, shews a decrease of 12 J Millions oi Tacls compared 
with the previous year, on account of the Re-exports having increased 10 Millions during 1865, — viz ; 

1864. 1865. 

Re-exports, , 7h 38,652,356, 7k 48,356,215. 

The total amount of Imports and Exports being... fh 104,680,039, 7h 101,878,991. 

— ^which shows the actual decrease of Shanghai to be about Th 2,800,000, 

The above increase in 1865 of about Ten Millions of Taels of Re-exports from Shanghai, might be taken as a 
favourable sign for the future development of trade at the Outports. 

The total estimated value of Foreign Imports and Native Coast Trade Imports,. 

During 1864, amounted to Tk 142,969,347. 

And in 1865, to 7k 169,950,334. 

To which the different countries have contributed as follows: — 



.|. 



Great Britain, 

British Possessions, ^ 7k 57,735,771. 

And Colonies. 

Japan, „ 2,454,109. 

U.S. America, „ 482,593. 

Sundry Countries, * „ 2,620,987. 

* Chinese Ports, „ 79,809,253. 

Total (not including Treasure) 7k 143,102,713. 



[Vide thefolihrnng Table. 



* Simdry Countries " indude the whole of the Continent and others. 
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ANALYSIS OP CHINESE COMMERCE, 



The following tables are an extract of the principal Imports of the Porte of Skangluii^ Canfofi, Bicai/nP, Amoy^ 
Foochow, NingpOj Hankow, KiuJciang, ChefoOy Tientsin^ and Neivchwang, which will give an idea of the principal staple 
Import articles of the trade of each Port: — 

SHANGHAI. 



IMPORTS. 



1865. 



1864. 



COTTON PIECE GOODS — 

Grev Shirtings, Pieces 

White „ „ 

r-Cloths „ 

And other desci iptions, Total Value 

WOOLLEN GOODS,— 

Cam 1 e ts Pieces 

Habit, Medium, Broad Cloth / 

and Spanish Stripes,... j " 

La^tiniTS „ 

I^png fells, „ 

Lustres Figured and Plain, „ 

And other descriptions ....Total Vahie 

Opium, Pecuh 

Iron, Nail Rod, and Bar, „ 

Lead, „ 

Tin, „ 

Rice, , „ 

Sugar, Brown, White and Candy, „ 

Coals, Tons 

Sandalwood, Pecvh 

Japan, Seaweed,^ „ 

Indigo, Liquid andDry, „ 

Silk, Raw, from Chinese Port*, „ 

^^^j >, >, )j 

Cotton, „ „ /... „ 

W^oodOil, „ „ „ 

Paper, „ „ „ 

Hemp, „ „ „ 

China Ware, „ „ „ 

And Sundries, „ „ Value 

Total 7h 





fk 


1,294,182 




212,097 




157,095 






6,613,638 




1 24,040 




61,908 




36,907 




1 1 7,686 




168,793 






6,621,238 




36,680 


16,376,089 


121,972 


317,127 


46,497 


214,570 


6,248 


136,449 


749,579 


1,882,533 


801,113 


3»329'633 


96,075 


898,656 


. 35,101 


165,296 


117,781 


369,218 


66,592 


669,893 


2,993 


1,269,280 


450,757 


14,199,079 


13,046 


482,613 


97,010 


126,494 


85,319 


255,992 


48,938 


489,384 


33,236 


332,392 




9,867,241 


64,616,815 



30,521 

90,601 
66,206 

5,911 
1,619,189 

841,563 

117,570 

14,110 

129,794 

59,277 

1,209 

521,831 
95,929 

59»359 
108,670 

41,350 
68,805 



fh 



5,366,806 



4,532,209 

14,293,079 

217,442 

316,754 

321,110 

4,127,440 

3,377,266 

947,626 

88,818 

487,300 

592,405 

471,993 

15,852,066 

1,873,460 

593,541 
690,971 
413,500 
740,270 
11,528,215 



66,832,271 



NINGPO. 



IMPORTS. 



COTTON PIECE GOODS,— 

Shiitings, Grey Piects 

White, „ 

T-Cloths, ,; 

And other descriptions, Total Value 

WOOLLEN GOODS,— 

Camlets, ,.... Pi^es 

Habit, Broad and Medium Cloths, 

and Spanish Stripes, 

Lastinjrs, „ 

Long Ells, „ 

Lustres, Plain and Fi«xured, „ 

And other descriptions, ^.... Total Value 

Opium, Pemls 

Ti"' . 

Rice, „ 

Sugar, Brown, White and Candy, „ 

Hemp, „ 

Wood Oil, „ 

Lung-ngans .* „ 

Silk Piec^ Goods, „ 

And Sundries, Value 

Total 7h 



1865. 



13,402 

3,897 
21,361 



1,249 

3,337 

1,435 
1,240 
8,830 



3,470 

17,831 

575,432 

147,467 

10,467 

9»749 

20,142 

192 



fk 



204,969 



103,769 
1,755,140 
306,477 
869,834 
730,087 
73,270 

95,544 

198,002 

201,726 

1,945,791 



6,484,599 



1864. 



3,295 
8,789 

1,911,143 

145,935 

6,942 

10,791 

18,148 

397 



3h 



399,176 



1,604,991 

131,578 

3,742,307 

686,439 

69,424 

107,916 

200,674 
3,025,058 



10,264,616 



DimiNG THE YEAR 1865. 

CANTON. 
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IMPORTS. 



1865. 



1864. 



COTTON PIECE GOODS,— 

Sliirtiugis, Grey, Pieces 

„ White, „ 

r-Cloths, , 

And other descriptions, I'otal Value 

WOOLLEN GOODS, - 

( Vmlets, Pieces 

Habit, Broad and Medium Cloth, / 

and Spanish Stripes, ( *' 

L a s t i n irs^i „ 

Long Ells, „ 

Lustres, Fijrured arid Plain, , 

And other descriptions, I'otnl Value 

Opium, Peculs 

Iron, Manufactured, „ 

Lead in Pigs, „ 

(^hiicksilver, „ 

Rice, * „ 

Cotton, „ 

Nankeens, „ 

Birdri' NV-ts, „ 

Ginseng, „ 

Silk Piece Goods, „ 

Dollars 

And Sundries, Value 7h 

Total 7h 



79,868 
52,993 
29,255 



5,747 

9,471 

3.352 
5.689 
1,649 



2,376 

15.855 

29,856 

4,oQr 

6:;. 198 

82.i:'o 

6,08. •> 

261 

3.^-96 

343 



Dollars. 



2,058,837 



571,809 

1.305,141 

49,147 

182,228 I 

270,060 I 

163,027 I 

2,01^5,362 , 

547,959 ' 
145.605 I 
589,600 I 
307.449 ! 



2,490 
24,024 

54.853 

3,785 

71,198 

23,508 

8,823 

310 

3.4T9 
542 



Dollars. 



,473,992 



577,594 
1,322,866 

54,055 
337,348 
261,226 
177,997 
651,711 
705,893 
129,150 
397,587 
325.594 



8,196,224 



6,147,168 
1,770,284 



7.917,452 



6,415,013 



4,811,260 
2,453,185 



7,264,445 



* The sales in Hongkong of Rice during 1865. us computed in the China Garland Trade Bcportj amounted to 
peculs 3,199,000, and probahlj the most part of it found its w;ty in native boats to Canton. 

FOOCHOW. 



IMPORTS. 


1865. 


1864. 


COTTON PIECE GOODS,— 

Shirtings, G rey, Pieces 

White 


44,614 

6,393 

17,166 

2.958 
4,046 

666 
1,538 
2,866 


Dollars. 
402,253 

168.425 
3,306,412 
230,917 
438,739 
195.832 

209,775 
1,330,107 

281,734 
211,221 

346,377 


6,971 
36,620 
42,285 
27,416 

5, J 63 
28,778 
32,346 
14,080 

9,230 

Dollars 


Dollars. 

281,635 

4,347,338 

238,032 

78,439 
61,686 

134.257 

1,438,938 

97,038 

110,364 

249,585 


T-Cloths, 


And (»t her descriptions, Total Value 

WOOLLEN GOODS,- 

Camlet^s, Pieces 


Habit, Bnnul and Merlium Clotlis, / 

and Spanish Strii)es, \ " 

Liistings, „ 


Long Eils, „ 

Lurttres, Fi»nired and Plain, „ 


And other descriptions Total VnJm^ 




Opium, Peculs 

Leiid, 


5,863. 
35,525 
134,996 
71,211 

8.390 
26,602 

70,433 
31.310 
11,842 

• 


Rice, „ 


Bean Cakes, „ 


Cotton, „ 


Nankeens, , 


Peas 


Sugar, White, Brown and Candy, „ 

Tobacco, \ „ 

Dollars 

7h 
And Sundries, Vadue 7h. 


7,121,792 


7,608,409 


5,341,344 
882,019 


5,706,307 
1,427,826 


Total 7h 


6,223,363 


7,134,133 
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ANALYSIS OF CHINESE COMMERCE, 

SWATOW. 



iMroKxa 



1865. 



COTTON PJKCE GOODS,— 

k^hirtiii^, GreVt .*» „»....,.„ Pi^c^^i 

Wlitte, „ 

T-Cloths „....., .,. ., 

A n d other <i e.4(." ri ptions, ...,,.,,.,, Tofa I FW iu • 

WOOLLEN UOODS,- 

i JiinilfiLa, ,,**..,>** F^Vce* 

Hiibit, Brua<I mid Me^liuni Olotba } 

and Spanish Stri[H3^.., ( ** 

Laatings, .......,,,„..,,„.,. „ 

Lon^ Ells, . , , * „ 

hn^trBn, ¥'m\vc<\ *uid PhiJn, ,, 

An d other aoscri ptiona, . . „ Total Val a e 

Opium, , , *.*,... Pecah 

Coltim, E^iw „,.. „ 

.1 Yflni^ .^.^ ^^ ^^,, ^^ 

Peas and Beun^,,... ..., ,» 

Bean Cake........ ..,.,. *, 

Kite,... ...., „ 

Oil, , „ 

Whefttj .,,... ^, 



41,111 
10,319 
12,810 



1,816 

1,049 
i|459 



Aud Suntlri&«,., 



Dollars 

m 

.vahtc m 

Total ?fe 



4,050 
58,170 

44^3 
297,262 
896,619 
644,62 1 

6,649 
55ti<57 



DtiUarg. 



3S%i3^ 



So,6Sg 
2,411.451 
1,454.250 

3»3tS'0 

^91,786 

1,650,018 

ii933i«63 

93,086 

165,3:21 



9.353411 



6,546,687 
857.761 



74'^4^448 



1S64. 



4,390 

50^5^4 

3,S4J 

253.042 

1,028,091 

107,164 

5,720 

144^7 



BoUtir^. 



21 r 432 



78,6^^9 

2,919,0^0 

1,514.792 

165,165 

544*^39 
2^056,128 

3^o»775 
57,200 

4346 J 



7i9oOt75i 



5^925,564 
474,222 

6,399,786 



AMOY. 



IMPORTS. 


1S65. 


1864. 


COTTON PIECE GOODS,— 

Shirting Grer, PtuciA 

White,.. „ 

T-Clotlia, , t, 


43,06' 
JSJr4 
12,158 


Dollnn. 

403,863 

263.712 

M53J26 

136,007 
3,114,280 

200,77s 
2,129,405 

517t7S5 
530,002 
342,070 
359756 


3,205 
41,680 

4771 
11,560 

148,044 
204,124 

455,570 
5,028 

42,556 


337.264 
256,400 

1,3337^ 

112,654 
2,699.074 
347^*^00 
372,609 
806,896 
911,140 

287,390 
387,897 


And giber descnptiona, Total Vaha 

Cotton Yarn, ..-, FtcuU 

». I^^w,.. „ 

WOOLLEN GOODS,- ' 

Cumlcta,,.... Fuca 

Habit, Broad and Medium Clofch, j 

and Spimiah Stripes,-.. ( '^ 

Lflstin^^.,. „ 

honirli^ils,. „ 

LiLHt re», Fi^i red and P laiu , „ 


3.936 
44,496 

4.347 

959 

43S 
231 
603 


And other deacription^, Total Valm 

Opium, , „„ P^tti 

Tin ., 


S.24S 

8,031 

851JO2 

172.5S5 
265,001 

9,347 
.39.232 


l^ic^t ....^* ,1 

Bi^anij and Peaja, „ 


Bean C'ake, ........ .... „ 


Bicho de Mar,...,„. ,, 


Fiah. Dried.. * 


Ihllart 
And Snndries, ,*_*.Fa?iie ?fe 


9.351. 35 » 


7,852.884 


7iOH*5i4 
2,7(6,530 


5,889*663 
1,175,076 


Total a 


9^731,044 


7,064,739 



DUBING THE YEAR 1865. 

HANKOW. 
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IMPORTS. 


1865. 


1864. 


COTTON PIECE GOODS,— 

Shirtings, Grev, Pieces 

White, „ 

T-Cloth, „ 


379,366 
60,999 
62,191 


2,424,981 

2,874,363 
1,868,086 
1,190,614 

956,343 
739,220 

188,463 
230,160 

164,757 
370,322 


1,999 

1,009 
172,484 

116,617 
13,124 


7h 
1,665,486 

1,788,330 

1,078,358 

2,926,658 

698,736 

920,359 
119,081 
419,158 

81,553 
1,164,497 


And other descriptions, Total Value 

WOOLLEN GOODS,— 

Ca ni let*j, Pieces 


34,869 
31,143 

12,563 

111,376 

30,166 


Habit, Medium, Brojid Cloth and ) 

Spanish Stripes, &c.,... J " 

Lastings, „ 

Long Ells „ 

Lustres, Figured and Plain, „ 


And other descriptions, Total Value 

Opium, Peculs 

C-opper Cash, Value 

Silk Piece Goods, Peculs 

Sugivr, Brown, White, and Candy, „ 

Pepper, Black and White, „ 


3,485 

*" 1,384 

137,994 

26,899 

64,465 

23,646 


Seaweed, „ 

Cuttle Fish, „ 


And Sundries, Value 

Total Th 


11,007,309 


10,862,216 



KIUEIANQ. 



IMPORTS. 


1865. 


1864. 


COTTON PIECE GOODS,— 

Shirtings, Grey, Pieces 

„ White, „ 

T-Cloth, , 


59,181 

6,729 

34,614 


400,118 

395,419 
1,566,985 

52,434 
328,779 
133,293 
158,000 

171,385 
278,494 


2,201 

44,722 

26,377 

147 

12,928 


358,544 

315,693 
1,111,340 

24i',68o 
100,232 
103,432 
176,384 
245,012 


And other descriptions, Total Value 

WOOLLEN GOODS,— 

Camlets, Pieces 

Habit, Broad and Medium Cloth, ) 

and Spanish Stripes,... J ^ 

Lastings, „ 

Long Ells,. „ 

Lustres, Figured and Plain, „ 


4,231 
9,891 

1,9^5 

16,544 

7.915 


And other descriptions, Total Value 

Opium, Peculs 

Copper Ciish, Value 


2,490 

60,610 

33,563 

316 

15,514 


Sugar, Brown, White and Candy, Peculs 

Seaweed, „ 

Silk Piece Goods, „ 

Cuttle Fish, Dried, , 

And Sundries, Value 


Total 7h 


3,484,907 


• 3,162,652 
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ANALYSIS OF CHINESE C0:MMERCE, 

CHEFOO. 



IMPORTS. 



COTTON PIECE GOODS — 

Grey Shirting, Purvji 

White „ „ 

r-Cloths „ 

And otlier desrn])tion, Total Value 

WOOLLEN GOODS,— 

Camlets and Imitations, Purc.i 

Habit, Medium and Broad (.'loth ) 

jind Spanish Stripes,... J" '' 

Last info's and Imitation, ,, 

Lontj Ells : „ 

Lustres, Figured and Plain, 

And other descriptions, Total Valur 

Opium, Ft culs 

Sugar, Brown, W^hite and Candy, „ 

Needles, Mill*' 

Seaweed, J'tculs 

Sapanwood, „ 

Paper, „ 

Silk Piece Goods, ,, 

And Sundries, Fahfe 

Total Tfi 



1865. 



154,610 I 
19,863 I 
30,860 



7/.i 



1864. 







v^*»v>:) 


... 


4-',5,'J3i 




1,002 










3.537 








1 


519 










777 










13.290 


169.865 




56,753 








2,683 


1,621,391 


•oSo 


840,328 




1S3.723 


832,4^7 


272,012 


1,049,947 




34,216 


12,246 








41,424 


103.557 


6,650 


19,976 




21,755 


39.158 


2,879 


4,(K)5 




27,496 


. 180,598 


41,554 


300,120 




317 


247,127 
545,640 


157 


125,630 
203,960 




4,654,024 


3,024.974 



TIENTSIN. 



IMPORTS. 



COTTON PIECE GOODS, - 

Shirtings, Grey Pieces 

„ W^hite, „ 

T-Cloths, ,, 

And otlier de.scriptions, Total Value 

WOOLLEN GOODS,— 

Camlets, Pieces 

Habit, Broad and Medium Cloth [ 

and Spanish Stripes,... ) " 

Lastin^rs, „ 

Long FAh „ 

Lustres, Figured and Plain, „ 

And other descriptions, Total Valve 

Opium, Peculs 

Lead „ 

Needles, Million} 

Tobocco, Prepared, Peculs 

Sugar, Brown, White and Candy, „ 

Seaweed, „ 

Tea, „ 

Brass Buttons, „ 

Paper, „ 

Nankeens „ 

And Sundries, Value 

Total 7h 



865. 



518,225 

124,957 

88,744 



12,351 
6,753 

12,109 

5:'o 

37,643 



5,557 

13,191 

322 

5,652 

156,932 

28,137 

20,706 

1.589 
25,:'536 

3^015 



•m 



2,813,418 



691,801 

3,359,796 

85,784 

113.029 

141,313 

77(>J^2 

92,550 

287,656 

111,245 

3^5,134 

1 80,006 

2,941,802 

11,911,156 



1864. 



2,839 
5,801 

141 

3,774 

153,538 

10,464 

21,206 

1,156 

20,473 



'Jh 



1,313,272 



308,541 
1,571,225 

37J^3 
55,265 
94,352 

684,086 
38,546 

380,766 
80.931 

151.300 

92,932 

2,970,268 



7,779*197 



DURING THE YEAR 1865. 
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NEWCHWANG. 



IMPORTS. 


1865 


1864. 


COTTON PIECE GOODS,— 

Shirtings, Groy Pieces 

White, „ 


30,230 

9,600 

12,308 


156,507 

58,980 
897,882 

244,483 

46,262 

9,018 

273,044 


506 

34,199 
2,905 

3,748 


Ik 
97,202 

17,717 
293,156 
129,024 

8,135 

10,595 

153,909 


T-CIoths, „ 


And other descriptions, Tot<il Value 

WOOLLEN GOODS,- 

Camlets, Pieces 

Habit, Broiid and Medium Cloth ) 

and Spanish Stripes, ) " 

Lastinjrs, „ 

Lone Ells, 


708 
645 

3,414 


Lustre^s, Fi^ired and Plain, „ 


And other descriptions, Totul Value 

Opium, Peaih 

SucTiir, Brown, VTinte and Candy, „ 

Iron, Nail Rod and Bar, „ 


1,518 

•45,492 
14.807 
3,607 


Window Glass, Bores 

And Sundries, Value 


Total 7k 


1,686,176 


709,738 



EXPORTS. 

Th« total estimated value of Native Produce Exported to Foreign Countries and Coast Trade Ports, 
During the year 1864, inclusive Treasure, amounted to Tfi 121,537,327. 



In 1865, inclusive Treasure, amounted to !7?a 133,217,547. 



Divided as under: — 

To Great Britain, 

British Possessions, \ 7h 50,161,697. 

And Colonies, 

„ Japan, „ 270,743 

„ U.S. of America, „ 5,864,823 

„ Sundry Countries, „ 3,757,834- 

„ Chinese Ports, „ 44,110,354. 



ToUil (exclusive of Treasure) 77a 104,165,451 



[ Vide the followimj Tahh. 
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DURING THE YEAH 1865. 



lOU 



From the preceding Exports, the Re-exports have to be deducted— if not deducted from the Imports,— to 
arrive at the true viilue of the Export trade, which is particularly the case with Shanghai, being partly a depot for 
Japan, Nin;^>o, Yangtze ports, and Northern ports. 

The following tables are an extract of the principal Exports of the Ports of Shanghai, Canton, SwatmVj 
A may, Foochow, Niagpo, Hankotp, KiuUang, Ch^ifoo, Tientsin and Neicchwaiig, which will give an idea of the principal 
Export staple articles of the trade of ejvch port: — 

SHANOHAI. 



EXPORTS. 



Silk, Raw, , Pecnh 

Tea „ 

Cotton, „ 

Nankeens, „ 

Rhubarb, „ 

Nut Galls, „ 

Musk, „ 

Straw Braid, „ 

And Sundries, Value 

Total 7h 



1865. 



32,490 
471,391 
269,216 

46,186 

4,144 
801 
4.90 
1,185 



13.636,477 

14,453.940 

3.903,632 

2,030,875 

69,687 

5.919 

35.364 

29.642 

3,096,640 



37,262,176 



1864. 



21,171 
474,401 
508,362 

41,564 
6,603 

1,705 
1.51 

907 



7h 

8,722,879 
14,844,963 

9.976,353 
2,286,067 

i3»,i3o 

20,466 

4,072 

25,140 

3,836,698 



39,847,768 



CANTON. 



EXPORTS. 



Tea, Pecids 

Silk, Raw and Wild, „ 

Silk Piece Goods, „ 

Rhubarb, „ 

Sugar, Brown and White, „ 

Briiss Ware, „ 

Cassiii, „ 

Mattin«»3, Rolh 

Fire Crackers, FecuU 

Lead, White, „ 

Vermilion, „ 

Dollars 

7h 
And Sundries, Value 'fk 

Total Hi. 



1865. 



109,742 

13,797 
4,061 

319 

90.390 

6.995 

23,512 

59.730 

20,304 

6,096 

822 



Dollars. 
4,037,462 

4.891,055 
3,209,047 
25,566 
637,669 
478,586 
398,776 
313.581 
203,044 

63,851 
52,608 



14,311,245 



10,733,434 
2,807,485 



13,540,919 



1864. 



104,370 
6,240 
4,906 

337 
64,640 

5,185 
13.203 
37.681 
11,246 
15,798 

1,555 



Dollars. 

3,347,490 

1,536,888 

3,834,861 

25,341 

383,435 

358,709 

217.850 

169,564 

106,837 

126,384 

100,353 



10,207,712 



7,655.784 
2,588,806 



10,244,590 



p» 
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SWATOW. 



EXPOIITS. 



Suf^ir, Brown and White,. 

China Ware, 

Paper Fans, • 

G Rvss Cloth, 

Pnper, 

Shoes, 

Tobacco, 



Ptculs 

», 
Pieces 
Ptcnls 

Fairs 
Fee ids j 



Dollars 



And Sundries, . 



.Value y/i , 



Total Tfe 



1865. 



529-487 

13-905 

478,614 

14,921 

48,245 

7,920 



Dollars. 
3,340,366 

69,525 
89,722 
98,825 
49,064 

48,245 
237,600 



3,933047 



2,753,342 
208,543 



2,961,885 



1864. 



681,040 

6,783 
159,815 

1,171 
31,995 
37,196 

7,291 



Dollars. 
4,145,^85 
33-9^5 
3^965 
65.565 
79,634 
37,196 
201,982 



4,596,142 



3,447,107 
253,005 



3,700,112 



AMOY. 



EXPORTS. 


1865. 


1864. 


Tea, 

Sugar, Brown, White and Candy,... 
China Ware, 


Pccnls 

„ 


43-748 
5',3i7 
26,404 
24,808 


Dollars. 
866,571 
427,932 
290,206 
200,591 


137,667 
16,884 
16,674 


Dollars. 
1,151,730 
954,177 

151,478 


Pape r, 


», 

Dollars 

7h 

Value 7/i 


1,785,300 


2,436,122 


1-338,975 
685,491 


1,827,092 
1,003,390 




Total 7?i 


2,024,466 


2,830,482 



FOOOHOW. 



EXPORTS. 


1865. 


1864. 


Tea, 

Paper, 

LuniT-ntrans 


Fecnls 

„ 


518,961 

55,684 

7,331 


l>o liars. 

19-717,882 
746,636 
146,642 
198,066 


497,257 

40,054 

8,191 


Dollars. 
16,386,894 

583,287 
81,918 

119,472 

17,171,571 


Timber, 

And Sundries, 


IWwe 

Dollars 

7U 
Value Iti. 

Total Th. 


20,809,226 


15,606,920 
383,068 


12,878,679 
245-377 


15,989,988 


13,124,056 
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NINGPO. 



EXPORTS. 



Tea Penih 

Silk, Kaw, „ 

Cotton , 

Chopper Cash, Valve 

Chittle Fish Pectih 

And Simdries, Value 

Total 7h 



1865. 



70,662 

1,914 

33,567 

37,641 



7h 
2,331,853 
622,050 
657,929 

277,049 
210,790 
985,584 



5,085,255 



1864. 



53,747 

938 

103,201 

27,922 



1,666,157 
248,824 

2,064,038 
888,850 
167,536 

1,214,901 



6,250,306 



HANKOW. 



EXPORTS. 



Silk, Raw, Fecuh 

Tea. „ 

Cotton, „ 

Hemp, „ 

Wood Oil, ,, 

Paper, „ 

Medicine, „ 

Tallow, Vej^etable, „ 

Wax, Bee.s, „ 

Timber, Value 

Tobacco, Pent Is 

And Sundries, Value 

Total 'Ik 



1865. 





7h 


1,802 


502,953 


267,366 


6,080,484 


2 


22 


38,463 


362,211 


172,052 


1,981,526 


35,381 


190,405 


32,231 


194,165 


45,542 


604,870 


3,210 


218,124 




160,375 


67,47' 


1,182,252 




1,207,844 




12,685,231 



1864. 



453 

292,835 

31,661 

33,026 

92,414 
35,007 
31,616 
36,487 
4,033 

55,625 



130,326 

7,219,012 

607,012 

297,955 
1,114,304 
142,412 
199,158 
618,775 

676,960 
1,078,019 

1,116,319 



13,453,4^5 



KIUEIANO. 



EXPORTS. ! 1865. i 1864. 


1 1 fk 

Tea Pfi'uh 204.413 1 5,728,447 

J'ap^r, „ 42,884 1 I57,»73 

China Ware, „ 32,281 1 128,637 

Tol)ac'('o 1 19,266 86,538 


136,923 
71063 
66,178 

13,955 


3,219405 
257,044 

234,195 
1 10,979 

249,325 


And Siuitlries, a V^ilue 1 ... ' 1 73,1 "55 


Total fh ... 1 6,273,930 


... 


4,070,948 
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CHEFOO. 



EXPORTS. 


1865. 


1864. 


( -otton, Peculs 

I»eaiis and Peas, „ 


'Jti 
19,141 315,829 

il70.A7I 70C-70A 


1 7k 

61,804 i 927,077 

651,097 79^,314 

615,297 492,236 

24,312 109,411 

17,380 . 69,236 

14,240 , 25,180 

344,093 


Bean Cakes, „ 

Vernucelli, „ 


756,055 
31,377 
25,379 
59,538 


755,991 
156,880 
126,897 
107,168 
360,537 


Pea Oil, „ 


Wheat, „ 


And Sundries, Yalue 


Total m 


2,529,006 


2,758,547 



TIENTSIN. 



EXPORTS. 


1865. 


1864. 


Cotton, Peculs 

Medicine, „ 

Tobacco, Prepared, „ 

And Sundries, Value 


63,758 

29,263 

6,377 


7h 

728,865 

128,942 

159,466 

687,643 


1 7h 
67,282 1 941,950 
16,030 1 80,207 
5,370 1 134,270 

i 574,359 


Total "m 


1,704,916 


1 1,730,786 



NEWCHWANO. 



EXPORTS. 



Rice Peculs 

Bean Cakes, Pieces 

Bean and Peas, Peculs 

Bean Oil, „ 

Barley „ 

Millet, „ 

Cotton „ 

And Sundries, Value 

Total a 



1865. 



37,728 

1,787,971 

901,320 

11,040 

3,418 

34,078 

309 



75,456 

804,586 

1,081,050 

72,759 
10,254 
27,262 
4,333 
91,614 



2,167,314 



1864. 



5,790 

1,391,049 
700,350 

12,685 

20,424 

31,422 

4,573 



a 

14,475 
542,509 
877,944 
79,284 
26,531 
28,279 

73,171 
68,205 



1,710,398 
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A<,'aiiist the value of Exports to Foreign Countries at Shanghai, amounting to Tti 37,262,176, 
h;ivc to be set off the Re-exports, being — — — 

1865. 1864. 

For Great Britiiin, British Possessions and Colon ies,...7fe 11,455,037 7h 12,225,418 

» Japan, „ 213,822 „ 235,351 

„ United States of America, „ 3,576,894 „ 2,711,051 

„ Sundry Countries „ 190,042 „ 152,413 

Total, Jh 15,435,795 ^ 151324,303 

mSSSSSSmSSm i ■ li ^S^SSSBBSSfiB 

The above consist mostly of Tea, Cotton, Silk, Rhubarb, etc., from the Yang-tze ports and Ningpo. 

Against the value of Imports of Foreign Goods at Shanghai have to be set off— to arrive at the tnie Import 
t ratio, or capacity of consumption of the place, — the Re-exports, amounting — 

1865. 1864. 

For Great Britain, British Possessions and Colonies,... !?1!i 522,590 Tti 406,531 

„ Japan, „ I,9i5»398 „ 2,810,950 

„ United States of America, „ 110,159 » '92,457 

„ Sundry Countries, „ 613,665 „ 191,736 

„ Other Chinese Ports, „ 24,991,620 „ 16,091,953 

Total, 7h 28,153,432 7h 19,693,627 

The above Re-exports of Foreign Goods to United States of America, Great Britain and Sundry Countries, 
consist of Japan Produce; and the Re-exports to Japan and other Chinese Ports of Foreign Imports, are for the most 
part of British origin and from Sundry Countries. 

The value of both Foreign and Native Re-exports at the open Ports is — 



To Great Britain, 
British 
And Colonies, 



Britain, 1 

b Possessions, > , 7h 12,288,580. 

Jolonies, ) 

» Japan, „ 2,142,976. 

„ U.S. of America, „ 3,703,811. 

„ Sundry Countries, „ 815,452. 

„ Chinese Ports, „ 32,192,680. 

Total Ih 5>»i43»499- 



—as given in the following Table. 
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The precctling Tables of Imports, Exports and Re-exports from and to the diflferent countries with which China carries on 
trade, give the following proportions of estimated value of trade to each of them: — 

COMPARATIVE TABLE OF THE TRADE OF CHINA WITH OTHER COUNTRIES, 
DURING THE YEARS 1864 and 1865. 

1864. 



WITH 


Imports 1864. 


Re-exports 1864. 


Exports 1864. 


Total 1864. 


Great Britain, British Pos- } 
sessions and Colonies, ] 

Japan, 


7& 
51,126,615 

1,832,205 

450,678 

3.564,235 

76,748,025 


jCStg. 
17,042,205 

610,735 

150,226 

1,188,078 

25,582,675 


'Ih 
3,051,458 

21,636,129 


£Stg. 
1,017,152 

7,212,043 


49,657,156 

344,947 
4,482,859 
2,142,788 

44,766,105 


£Stg, 
16,552,385 

114,982 

1,494,286 

714,261 

14,922,035 


7h 
100,783,771 

5,223,610 

4,933,537 
5,707,018 

143,150,259 


£8tg. 
33,594,590 

1,742,870 
1,644,512 
1,902,339 

47,716,753 


United States of America,... 
Sundry Countries, 


Chinese open Ports or In- / 
ternational Trade, | 

Total, 


I33»72i,758 


44.573.919 


... 


... 


101,393,855 


33,797,949 


259,803,195 


86,601,064 





ises. 



WITH 


Imports 1865. 


Re-exports 1865. 


Exports 1865. 


Total 1865. 


Great Britain, British Pos- ) 
sessions and Colonies, j[ 

Japan, 


57,735,771 

2,454,109 

482,593 

2,620,987 

79,809,253 


£Stg. 
18,282,994 

777,134 
152,822 
829,979 

25,272,930 


7fi 
2,142,976 

32,192,680 


£^^tg. 
678,609 

10,194,348 


7h 
50,161,697 

270,743 
5,864,823 

3,757,834 
44,110,354 


£Stg. 
15,884,537 

85,735 
1,857,193 
1,189,980 

13,968,278 


107,897,468 

4,867,828 
6,347,416 
6,378,821 

156,112,287 


£Stg, 
34,167,531 

1,541,478 
2,010,015 
2,019,959 

49,435,556 


United States of America,. . . 
Sundry Countries, 


Chinese open Ports or In- ) 
ternational Trade, ) 

Total 


143,102,713 


45,315,859 


... 




104,165,451 


32,985,723 


281,603,820 


89,174,539 





The Re-exports to Great Britain amount to 7h 12,288,580 or £ 3,891,383 Stg. 

„ „ to United States of America amount to „ 3,703,811 or ;^ 1,172,873 „ 

„ „ to Sundry Countries amount to „ 815,452 or j£ 258,226 „ 

—being for the most part Native Produce from the Yangtze ports and Ningpo, are not put down in the above Table, the Exports 
including these amounts. 
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To show the total amount of trade between China and Japan, it is necessary to put down the Ile-expoi-ts, 
which are chiefly Foreign Imports from Great Britain and other countries. 

The amount of Re-exports of the Chinese ports not being included in the amount of the Export*?, and not 
having left the country, are put down likewise to show the total amount of International Trade. 

The preceding four tables will shew the amount of — 

BRITISH TRADE AT SHANGHAI. 

1865. 1864. 

Imports of British origin, 7h 34,866,169 Th 30,667,447. 

Exports to Great Britain and Colonies, „ 23,206,396 „ 27,243,189. 

. Total, 7h 58,072,565 7h 57,910,636. 

BRITISH TRADE AT ALL THE OPEN PORTS. 

1865. 1864. 

Imports of British origin, 7h 57,735,771 ^ 51,126,615. 

Exports to Great Britain and Colonies, „ 50, 1 6 1 ,697 „ 49,65 7, 1 56. 

Total, 7b. 107,897,468 ?fe 100,783,771. 



THE WHOLE FOREIGN TRADE IN CHINA. 

1865. 1864. 

Imports from Foreign Countries exclusive of Treasure, 7h 63,293,460 Th. 56,973,733, 

Exports to „ „ „ „ „ 60,055,097 „ 56,627,745. 

Total, Tb. 123,348,557 7h 113,601,478. 

ESTLMATED IMPORT AND EXPORT OF TREASURE AT THE OPEN PORTS DURING J865. 

Treasure imported Hi 26,847,621. 

Treasure exported „ 29,052,096. 

AT HONGKONG DURING 1865. 
(From Sharp S Coh Circular.) 

Gold. Silver. Total. 

Trea.sure impoi-ted $ 9,240,000 $ 26,230,000 $ 35,470,000. 

Treasure exported, $13,540,000 % 31,650,000 $ 45,190,000. 
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NSWCHWANG. 



IMPOnTS. 


1S65 


1864. 


COTTON PIF.CK GOOI>S,- 

Shlrtings, Orcv Puces 

White, „ 


30,230 

9,600 

12,308 


156,507 

58,980 
897,882 

244.4S3 

46,262 

9,018 

273.044 


"* 506 

34,199 

2.905 

3.748 


7h 
97,202 

17,717 

293,156 

129,024 

8,135 

10,595 
153,909 


r-Cloths, „ 

And otlier (losmptions, Total Value 

WOOLLEN GOODS,— 

Cuiiilets Pieces 

Habit, Brojul and Alodium Cloth ( 

and Spanish Stripes, J " 

Lastintrs, „ 

Lonju' Ells, „ 

Lustres, Fitfiired and Plain, , 

And other descriptions, Total Value 

Opium Pecuh 

Su;;ar, Brown, "WTiif e and Candv, „ 


708 

645 

3.414 


1,518 

45.492 
14.807 
3,607 


Ii'(»n, Nail Iwod and Bar, „ 


Window Glass, Porrs 

And Sundries, Value 


Total 7h 




... 


1,686,176 


709,73s 



EXPORTS. 

TliC total estimated value of Native Produce Kxportcd to Foreij^n Countries and Coa.^st Trade P(»rts, 

During the year 1864, inclusive Treasure, amounted to % 121,537,327. 

In 1865, inclusive Treasure, amounted to 7?i 133,217,547. 

Divided ;vs under: — 

To Great Britain, \ 

Brit ish Possessions, > 'Its. 50, 1 61 ,697. 

And Colonies, ) 

» Jj^P""* „ 270,743. 

„ U.S. of America, „ 5,864,823. 

„ Sundry Countries, „ 3,757,834. 

„ Chinese Ports, „ 44,110,354. 

Total (exclusive of Treasure) 'Ih 104,165,451. 



\Vulc the folio ir ill tj Ti'hli. 
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SHIPPING. 

The carrying trade of the Open Ports during 1865, has occupied — entering inwanh and clearing nt wards —i6,62Si 
vesseb, giving a tonnage of 7,136,301. The following table shows the proportion of tonnage of each Port, compared 
with 1864:— 



PORTS. 


Entered Inwards. 


Cleared Outwards, 


1865. 

Total Entered 

and Cleared. 


1864. 

Total Entered 
AND Cleared. 


No. 
of Vessels. 


Tons. 


No. 
of Vessels. 


Tons. 


No. 
of Vessels. 


Tons. 


No. 
of Vessels. 


Tons. 


Shancrhai 


2,021 

893 
802 
588 
910 
270 
481 
662 
464 
464 
209 
274 
256 


869,632 
485,094 
276,819 
223,853 
258,247 
211,648 
330,225 

352,433 

200,423 

150,401 

60,049 

91,118 

50,179 


2,081 
886 
780 
581 
906 

395 

480 

573 
468 

444 
209 

274 

257 


909,970 
482,972 
269,983 
220,203 
250,787 
217,834 
330,225 
345,752 
203,773 
143,571 
60,049 
91,118 

49,943 


4,102 

1,779 
1,582 
1,169 
1,816 
665 
961 

1,235 
932 
908 
418 
548 

513 


1,779,602 
968,066 
546,802 
444,056 

509,034 
429,482 
660,450 
698,185 
404,196 
293,972 
120,098 
182,236 

XOO,I22 


5,352 

1,702 

1,316 

941 

2,837 

793 

952 

1,186 

937 
900 

370 

504 

176 


1,870,909 
706,947 
419,829 
338,805 
595,666 
418,855 
666,995 
682,170 
380,370 
279,449 
91,936 
149,804 

33,750 


Canton, 


Amov. 


Swatow, 


Ningpo, 


Hankow, 


Kiukianf 


nhinkiang, -,--„,--- 


Foochow, 


Chefoo, 


Tientsin, 


Newchwang, 


Formosa inclusive ) 
Taiwan &Takao, J 

Total, 


8,294 


3,560,121 


8,334 


3,576,180 


16,628 


7,136,301 


17,976 


6,635,505 





KB. — The large number of American vessels and tonnage (nearly as much as the English,) arises from the number of Americaa 
Steamers, plying almost daily, chiefly between Shanghai and Ningpo, Hongkong and Canton, and on the Yang-tze river. Tha tonnage of these 
vessels is of course registered every trip they make, at each port they call 
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iTie Shippin»jj of the open Ports during the yetor 1 865 as compared with 1 864, as given in the preceding tiible, 
Was divided between the different nationalities, as the following table shows: — 



FLAGS. 



Enteu'ed Inwards. 



No. of 
Vessels. 



British, , 

American, 

Hamburg, 

Dutch, 

Danish, 

Prussian, 

French, 

Bremen, 

Russian, 

Norway & Sweden,, 

Hanover, 

Lubeck, 

Mecklenburg, 

Oldenburg, 

Belgian, 

Spanish, 

Austrian, 

Siamese, 

Italian, 

Portuguese, 

Peniviiin, , 

New Granadian, 

Japanese, 

Haiwaiian, 

Chinese, 

Sundry not classified 
Total,... 



3,867 

2,359 

5'9 

86 

335 
104 

152 

218 

16 

58 

65 

7 

10 
26 

4 
43 

8 

78 

7 

12 

I 



12 

279 

28 

8,294 



Tons. 



1,725,112 

1,318,597 

156,316 

27,247 
70,327 
22,737 

47,751 

63,019 

6,001 

13,104 

10,538 

1,867 

1,856 

5,992 
1,131 

10,789 
2,225 

35,263 
4,434 
2498 

834 



2,405 

19,019 

11,059 

3,560,121 



Cleared Outwards. 



No. of 
Vessels. 



Tons. 



1865. 

Total Entered 

AND Cleared. 



1864. 

Total Entered 

and Cleared. 



No. of 
Vessels. 



3,931 
2,362 

501 
90 

335 

lOI 

143 
210 

13 
60 

69 

7 
10 

25 

4 

42 

II 

67 
8 

13 

I 



II 

295 

26 

8,334 



1,742,868 

1,327,309 
151,786 

28,843 

70,720 

22,541 

46,936 

59,850 

5,451 

I3y773 

11,356 

1,867 

1,848 

5,619 

1,131 
10,832 

3,456 

28,914 

4,783 

1,744 

834 



20,529 

'o,935 
3,576,180 



7,798 

4,721 

1,020 

176 

670 

205 

295 

428 

29 

118 

134 

• 14 

20 

51 
8 

85 
19 
145 
15 
24 
2 



23 
574 

54 

16,628 



Tons. 



3,467,980 

2,645,906 

308,102 

56,090 

141,047 

45,278 

94,687 

122,869 

11,452 

26,877 

21,894 

3,734 
3,704 

11,611 
2,262 

21,621 
5,681 

64,177 
9,217 
4,242 
1,668 



4,660 
39,548 
21,994 

7,136,301 



No. of 



7,925 
5,036 
1,409 

197 
767 

187 

247 

292 

21 

140 

157 

24 

53 

79 

32 
69 

33 

156 

2 

24 

8 

I 

2 

2 

1,021 

102 

17,976 



Tons. 



2,862,234 
2,609,390 

380,135 
59,471 

164,802 

46,143 

93,099 

83,324 

9,198 

38,195 
30,026 

7,452 
10,518 
22,972 

5,520 

20,359 
12,926 
68,395 

839 

1,932 

6,986 

466 

756 

912 

64,588 

34,867 

6,635,505 
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ANALYSIS OF CHINESE COMMERCE, 

RAW SILK. 

The Tottil amoimt of Raw Silk exported from Cliina in 1864, amounted to Pecuh 25,134. 
And in 1865, to „ 4^154- 

Showin^Mni incroaso of, Pecn-h 16,020. 



Shtuv^hai furnished, Bales 40,716. Pecids 32,492. 

— (which inchides Pecuk 1,555 Szocliuen Silk, and 1,914 Nin^q^o Silk.) 
Canton funiished, Bales 10,800. Pecids 8,662. 



Bales 51,526. PecvU 41.154- 



They wore exported to the different countries in the followin;^ proportion : — 
To Great Britain, Pccnh 26,682. 



„ Fi-imre 

„ Ho* ^rkon't, * 

„ Coa.st Ports of ('hina, 

„ I'nited States of America,.... 

n Jap-n, 

„ ^lanila, 

» Intli'^ 



5.554. 

8,597. 

45. 

173. 

24. 
26. 
48. 



Peruls 41,154. Bahs 51,526. 

Besides passed at Shanghai as declared in Transit, Japan Silk, Bales 12,055. 

Total, Bales 63,581 

• Tliis is all Canton Silk, chiefly en route to Eiiropc and India. 

The Export of Silk dnring the past six years at Shani,'hai, to Great Britain and the Continent, has been as follows :— 



Sbason. 

1st Jime, i860, to 31st May, 1861,. 
1st „ i86i,to3iBt „ 1^62,. 
ist „ 1862, to 31st „ 1863,. 
ist „ 1863, to 31st „ 1S64,. 



To To 
Great Britain, Continent, 

Ba!ef\ Bales. 

72,480 7,856 

66,315 6,177 

54,163 9,070 

33,323 3.936 



Total. 

80,336 
70,492 
64,133 
37,259 



And to the different countries the Export from Shan^diai for the season, from ist June, 1S65, to 3 let Maj', 1S66, 
as compared with the previous sejison, hits been as follows: — 



1 864- 1 865. 



Great Britain, . 

Coiitinent, 

H(»n;ikon^^ 

Coast Ports.... 

America, 

Manila 

India, 

Japan, 



Raw Silk. 



Balt'n. I Pecvls. 



Tot'd, 



11,215 

3.153 
10,464 

43 
III 

59 
120 



9,017.22 

2,540.42 

8,324.23 

36.62 

90.90 

48.20 

110.55 



25,165 20,168.14 



Coarse. 
Pecuh. 



Refuse. 



I'eculs. 



46.02 
15.85 
11.48 



73.35 



1,2^7.70 

79-55 
J. 22 

61.82 



1,430.29 



Japan'^ 
Silk. 



Peculs. 



1 865-1 866. 



Raw Silk. 



Balcs.l PccvU. 



ioq;6"^^*^'^-^'^ 27,804.69 
'^'^^^ 6,953 5^557.5'S 



30 



44 
52 
87 
71 
87 
24 



35-92 
^0.97 

69-43 
56.' o 
88.68 
24 



Coarse. Rkfuse. 



Peculs. 



Peculs, 



2392 

44.12 

0.80 



2,399.46 
25.65 



126.57 



Japan* 

Silk. 



Baks. 



♦10,98642,157 33,678.07' 6S.84' 2,55 1.68 



8,387 



* 8,387 



* Tlie Japan Transhii^meiits, arc incorrect, as the ajtplications do not always contain the pjirticul.irs. 
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TEA, 

In 1 864, the Total amount of Tea exported from Chinese Portfi was — 

Black Tea, Fecuh 990,221. 

Green „ „ 177,643- 



In 1865, Blnck Tea Pecuh 984,662. 

Green „ „ 228,679. 



1,167,864. 



1,213,341. 



The difTerent Ports supplied comparatively in 1864 and 1865 as follows: — 

Black Tea. 



Increase, 45,477. 
Green Tea. 



1864. 



1865. 



1864. 



1865. 



Foochow, 

Amoy, 

Hankow direct,. 
Kiukiang „ . 

Ninjrpo, 

Canton, 



ads 335,261 


262,147 


145,955 


209,418 


„ 489,728 


518,029 


7,534 


933 


„ 35,S93* 


34,22lt 


... 


... 


„ 46,298 


77,098 


... 


... 


878 


3,073 


1,540 
64 


2 


„ 82,163 


90,094 


22,550 


18,327 



Total, Pecnh 990,221 



984,662 



177,643 



228,679 



* Not including Ptcul^ 9,500 shipped to Fooehow for reshipraent, 
t „ „ „ 1",000 ,, 

The Teas were exported in the following proportion to the different coimtries during the past two years from 
all the open Ports: — 

Black Tea. 



Green Tea. 



1864. 



1865. 



1864. 



1S65. 



Great Britain, Pecuk 781,033 

United States of America,.... „ 

Hongkong and Coast Ports,... „ 

Australiii, „ 

Channel, for orders, „ 

Continent, „ 

Montreal, „ 

Java, ,; 

India, ,, 

Sundry Ports, „ 



'81,033 


752,168 


87,295 


89,318 


74,729 


65,768 


63,320 


110,799 


44,902 


59,487 


8,813 


12,383 


65,483 


72,846 


745 


39 


12,005 


20,108 


138 




3,130 


i'3 


1,795 


329 


1,922 


932 
4,498 
3,713 


14,961 


15,026 


7,017 


5,029 


576 


785 



Total Fecuh 990,221 



984,662 



177,643 



228,679 



• This includcB Hankow. Kiokiang and Ningpo Teas, re-shipped firom Shanghai. 
The Export of Tea from Shanghai for the season istJune, 1865, to 31st May, 1866, conipvared with the sanu 
period of the previous season, was as follows: — 



EXPORTED TO- 



Great Britjun, 

Hongkong and Coast Ports,.. 
United States of America,. . . 

Montreal,* 

Austmlia, 

Continent, 

Japan, 

A moor, 

Singapore, 



Total,. 



1 864- 1 865. 
From 1st June 1864 to ^ist May 1865. 



1865-1866. 
From 1st June 1865 to ^ift May 1866. 



Black. 



Fecuh. 
291,350.19 
4JS7'77 

325.15 
325.66 
172.05 



296,930.82 



Green. 



Fecuh. 

86.238.73 

4,401.85 

44.342.44 

15,025.47 

233.16 



150,241.65 



Black. 



Green. 



FecvU. 

236,351.55 

20,867.57 

2,458.60 



167.10 

256.74 

45- 



260,146.56 



Funis. 

78,877.93 

3,688.87 

96,589.34 



179,156.14 



The Export of Tea to Montreal ftom January to June 1864, was Peculs 1,922.00 Dlack, and 16,514.42 Green. 
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ANALYSIS OF CHINESE COMMERCEy 



OPIUM. 

Tlie Import of Foreign Opium for local consumi)timi, in all the open Ports, amounted— 

in 1S64, to Pecuh 52,083; 

V 56,133 



The Imports at the diflerent Ports were as per following: tiblo:— 



IMPORTED IXTO- 



MaLWA. I I^ATXA. 



I Si>uTs— ; Total I Total Imi»ort ; Total Import 

BENARKS. ' TLKKET & Import IlNi.LUniN'.ALLSURl-SINVLVDINCALLaOlffl 

I Persian. \ 1865. I i^4- j 1863. 



Shanghai, — Im])ortcd and stored on hoar<l ) , 
liecei Y ii jg vessels, j 1 



]\cids. 
20,769 



Peculs. 
12,105 



Do. 



Re-exported from Receiving ) 
vessels to other Chinese Ports ( 



Do. Landed for local consumption,... 

Can-ton, ,, „ „ 

Swatow, „ ,, „ 

Amoy, „ V „ 

Foocnow, „ ,, „ 

Formosa, „ ., „ 

NiNoro, „ „ „ 

Hankow, „ „ „ 

KlCKLlNG, „ ,, „ 

CniNKIANG, „ „ „ 

Chefoo, „ „ „ 

Tientsin, „ „ „ 

Newciiwang, „ „ „ 

Total 



19,216 ' 2,113 



I'acnU. 
2,622 



I Fvculfi. 

! 546 



Ptcuh. 
36,042 



Pccuh. 
30,521 



998 



579 



2,906 



3,446 


9,386 


1.336 


1,041 


984 


2,235 


18 


542 


1,815 


2,283 


2 


142 


2,292 


500 


2,824 


339 


2,204 


32 


4,513 


331 


2429 


169 


4,257 


685 


1,368 


138 



27,488 



17,823 



1,687 

902 

3,105 

1,112 

2,112 

206 

41 

40 
396 



9,601 



84 



170 
308 
32 
194 
148 

5 
2 

46 
223 

9 



14,603 
2,377 
4,121 

3,835 
5oi8 
2,288 
3,192 
3,352 
2,241 
4,886 
2,644 
5,561 
1,515 



13.314 



56,133 



19,709 
2,490 
4,712 

4,037 
6,246. 

997i. 
3,305 
1,999 
2,202 

1,693 

If3i4 

2,875 

504 



52,083 



Peculs, 
38,225 



10,606 



21,789 
3,469 
3,743 
3,193 
6,628 j 

I 
2,679 

[:i,4J2 

1.993 
600 

873 
3,708 



50,087 



Or showing the Sorts imported as follows :- 



For local consumption in 1 863. 



1864. 



1865. 



Malwa, PecuU 34,967 

Patna, „ 12,757 

Benares, „ 2,363 

Sorts, „ 



29,998 


27,488 


16,412 


17,823 


5,063 


9,601 


610 


1,221 



Total., 



. 50,087 



52,083 



56,133 



DURING THE YEAR 1865. 
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The total Import of Foreign Opium in Hongkong, as computed by the CJiina Overland Trade Beportf amounts 
to cheats 76,523, as per following table, with the clearances for Export and consumption, and the corresponding 
closing rates of each English Mail, between Hongkong and Shanghai. 

COMPARATIVE TABLE OF IMPORTS, AND CLEARANCES FOR EXPORT, AND CONSUMP^ 

TION OF OPIUM AT HONGKONG, 

WITH COMPARATIVE CLOSING RATES OF EACH MAIL AT HONGKONG AND SHANGHAI. 



Departure 

OF English 

Mail in 

1865. 


Imports, 


Price at 
Hongkong. 


Price at 
Siianghal 


Clearances for Export and 
Consumption. 


Malwa. 


Patna. 


Benares. 


Malwa. 


Patna. 


Malwa. 


Patna. 


Malwa. 


Patna. 


Benares. 




Chests 


ChesU 


ChesU 


» 


$ 


m 


'Ih 


Chests 


ChesU 


ChesU 


ist Mail. 


. 830 


2,215 


... 


585 


442 


435 


320 


820 


700 


600 


2nd „ 


1,563 


1,100 




635 


450 


465 


332 


... 






3rd „ 


1,384 


3,200 


2,000 


640 


412 


470 


325 


1,200 


1,150 


800 


4th „ 




1,276 




620 


410 


480 


330 


1,300 


1,150 


900 


5th „ 


1,428 


1,120 


1,300 


630 


417 


465 


335 


1,200 


1,350 


825 


6th „ 


1,100 


1,020 


750 


637 


417 


470 


335 


1,400 


1,250 


925 


7th „ 


766 


1,077 


1,188 


650 


425 


495 


330 


900 


1,000 


900 


8th „ 


1,067 


380 


335 


665 


450 


5»5 


335 


1,000 


1,100 


1,000 


9th „ 


425 


700 


900 


695 


460 


505 


335 


700 


700 


800 


loth „ 


1,350 


900 


1,025 


675 


455 


505 


330 


1,100 


1,000 


1,350 


uth „ 


925 


2,500 


1,700 


650 


417 


480 


335 


900 


750 


650 


1 2th „ 


990 


918 


375 


660 


435 


485 


322 


950 


1,300 


1,100 


13th „ 


702 


2,835 


1,800 


680 


430 


515 


345 


860 


1,200 


900 


14th „ 


835 


250 


120 


720 


437 


505 


325 


875 


2,300 


1,250 


15th „ 


690 


2,700 


1,900 


730 


465 


540 


335 


650 


1,000 


800 


1 6th „ 


824 




... 


820 


555 


605 


380 


900 


1,500 


1,050 


17th „ 


220 


1,000 


900 


850 


660 


615 


415 


330 


500 


500 


1 8th „ 


1,040 






865 


640 


665 


5»5 


900 


480 


600 


19th „ 


1,943 


2,313 


1,350 


820 


640 


625 


450 


1,000 1 900 


500 


20th „ 


1,600 


200 


160 


810 


570 


725 


485 


2,000 1 1,100 


850 


21st „ 




3,200 


2,450 


800 


522 


6C0 


420 


550 


1,500 


1,000 


22nd „ 


1,519 


285 


140 


825 


540 


6S0 


405 


1,520 


1,150 


1,050 


23rd » 


2,300 


1,800 




895 


642 


705 


460 


1,550 


2,350 




24th „ 
Total, 


2,800 


500 


340 


880 


670 


665 


450 


2,400 


1,150 


650 


26,301 


31,489 


18,733 


25,005 


26,580 


19,000 



The preceding Opium Tables shew the Import of Opium: — 

In Hongkong amounts to Che.-its 76,523 

And the Import at all the Open Ports to.... „ 56,133 



Difference Ch^its 20,390 



^ which amount would have to be taken for the annual consmnption of Ho' gkong and Macao—? 
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ANALYSIS OF CHINESE COMMERCE, 

COMPARATIVE TABLE OF CLOSING RATES OF EXCHANGE 

DURING THE YEARS 1864 




y ^ 4. 'T 



To Robert Hart, Esq., 

Inspector General of Customs, 



DURING THE YEAR 1865. 

:JH mail, for six xMONTHS' sight bank bills on LONDON, 

P SHANGHAI AND HONGKONG. 
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4- -a. 




7/4 



7/S 



7/6 






MAILS. 



1st Mail 

2nd „ 

1st „ 

2nd „ 

1st „ 

2nd „ 

ist „ 

2nd „ 

1st „ 

2nd „ 

1st „ 

2nd „ 

1st „ 

2nd „ 

1st „ 

2nd „ 

1st „ 

2nd „ 

1st „ 

2nd „ 

1st „ 

2nd „ 

1st „ 

2nd „ 



of January, . . . 

„ Do. ... 

„ February,... 

„ Do. ... 

„ March, .... 

„ Do 

„ April, .... 

„ Do. ... 

„ May, 

„ Do. ... 

„ June, 

» Do 

„ July, 

„ Do 

„ August, .... 

„ Do 

„ September,. 

„ Do 

„ October, ... 

„ Do. ... 

„ November,. 

„ Do. ... 

„ December,.. 

„ Do. ... 



GASPARD HENRY NOETZLI. 



Shanghai, 28th May, 1866. 
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REPORT ON THE TRADE AT THE PORT OF 

SHANGHAI, 

FOR THE TEAR 1366. 



OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 

SHANGHAI, I8T February, 1866. 

On (he inemorj' of the Merchuiita of Shanghai, the year 1865 will remain pre-eminently impressed, as one of 
UTOixt contrjistii — a year of heavy losses, and of fair profits. The painful emotions, the cruel anxieties of the first six 
iiiontlis, are still present to the minds of all. Mail succeeded mail bringing the same sad tale of the unfortunate result 
<»f 1864 speculations:— of Tea losing 60 per c'ent; of Cotton without purchasers; the arrival of each Steamer announced 
the failure of some old established and respected ^rm which had succumbed, involving in its ruin minor houses whose 
interests were identical and connected with it. On the other hand, local speculations, based on a state of things irre- 
vocably gone by, turiied apunst their authors; the Rebels were destroyed, and consequently the thousands of refugees, 
>\li(i iiad Hocked for shelter to the settlements, hiid returned to their homes, leaving the long rows of houses, which had 
b-^en built expressly for them, entirely abandoned, and reducing land, purchased at exaggerated rates, to a merely 
iioniiiud value. 

The export season opened under unfavorable auspices; both Tea and Silk were paid for at too high a price; 
many a Merchant, who found himself obliged to purchase, did so, certainly fearing a repetition of his former losses. We 
sluiU see, however, that these fears were not destined to be realized. The latter part of 1865, by a happy combination of 
circumstances, has repaired, if not entirely, at least in a great measure, the disasters of the first part; and admitting that 
the storm htw been terrible, and that its course is still marked by grievous ruins, its effects are already mitigated for 
those who could sustain its fury, and who, discouraged for a time, are now enabled to pursue their labours, with 
renewed energy and confidence. 

As we have to describe the different phases of the trade of Shanghai during the year just past, we cannot 
but congratulate ourselves that the task is more agreeable, than during some part of that period we had reason to expect, 
and that, as a conclusion, we shall be able to present satisfactory results and encouraging prospects. 

I.-FOREIGN TRADE.* 

Table No. IV. of the first division of the Returns shews that the net total of the Foreign Import and Export 
tnide is '/h 64,745,945, against 7k 60,622,571 in 1864; thus giving a balance of 'fh 4,123,374 in favor of 1865. 



y. B. — For tlie guidance of persons not conversant with Cliinese matters, we may here remark, that the Tael is worth on 
an average QtAd. ; and that the picul, divided into 100 catties, is equivalent to 133j^ lbs. 



To Robert Hart, Esq., 

Inspector General of Customi* 
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IMPORTS. 

The importation of Foreign Good«, which in 1864 amounted to fh 30,000,000, in 1865 reached Tk 35,000,000, 
This increase is principally represented by Cotton and Woollen goods, and Opium. The iniiwrtation of Cottons an<| 
Woollens has never hitherto been so prosperous. 

Grey Srirtikos. — Grey Shirtings in 1864, attained only to 549,041 pieces, whilst, hist year, they figure on 
the Returns for 1,291,865. The heavy exports of Cotton during the precedinjr year having rendered tlie niv artido 
very dear, and projiortionately diminished the manufacture of Native cloth, Foreign Cotton Piece Goods were natuniUy 
in great demand and commanded high prices. In March, when the waters of the Peiho were ojjen to navigation, and it 
thus became possible to anive at the Tientsin Market, the price rose to Tk 4.3.5 per piecp of 6i^ttitti<es; the aveniga 
price hivs however been !?& 3.7.5. 

The Merchants of China were astounded to find amongst the Cotton goods arriving from Europe, a hp^ 
proportion of pieces damaged by "mildew." During the conmiencement of 1865, 15 per cent of the Grey Shirtings which 
were brought to this Port, were received in this condition— a fact which we are able to state frotu our knowledge of tho 
numerous claims for a reduction of duty whiL'h were made to the Customs. Nothing on the outside of the balc3 
indicated any damage; but on opening them, several pieces were perceptibly mildewed, mixed up with others of 
requisite quality. Of the former, some would be jwrhaps simply covered with spots of mildew; others again in a com- 
plete state of rottenness. Endeavours to explain the cause of this resulted in the discovei*y, that manufacturers in 
England, being obliged to make use of an inferior quality of Cotton, not so pure in color as the American article 
fonnerly used, in lieu of starch to stiffen their goods, employed " Silicate of Soda," which gives them a whiter api)earanco, 
but which attacks the thread in a greater or lesser degree, and rots it gnidually as soon as the goods are packed. 

Whether in this there is an intentional fraud, or simply an error, be the case as it may, the damage done to 
the trade of China is none the less serious, both materially and morally. Chinese dealers were in the habit of buying 
Cotton Piece Goods by muster; now they open the bales, and Ciirefully inspect thie contents,— tliiis shewing that their 
confidence has sunk from its former level. 

Numerous claims were naturally made upon the Manufacturers, but without success, and were declared imul- 
missable by the Courts of Justice, — a decision which rendered Merchants in En inland excessively careful in their exami- 
nation of Cottons, before taking deliverj'; thus causing a diminution in the proportion of mildewed goods towards the end 
of the year, though it still averaged 10 per cent. Now, however, that the Manufacturers have every facility for procuring 
a better quality of Cotton, it is to be hoped that these complaints will soon di.sapi>ear; the sooner the better, for, apart 
from the losses which have been already sustained at Shanghai, an atmosphere of distrust, more or less marked, remains 
hanging round Grey Shirtings, and as their sale is progressing so favorably, it would be much to be regretted should it 
be checked by proceedings, which, whether culpable or not, are cei*tiinly treated by the Chinese as proofs of bad faith. 
These mildewed goo<ls have, for the most part, been thrown upon the market of Shanghai itself, where second hand 
dealers have purcbised them at reduced prices. 

White Shirtings. — The importation of White Shirtings has remained stationary, viz., 212,097 pieces in 1865 
— and 212,236 in 1864. In April and May prices were good, and indicated activity; but this brisk demand was not 
of long duration. It should be yeniarked, that this yeiir a considerable quantity of both White and Grey Shirtings have 
been sent by way of Suez. 

With regard to other Cotton goods a falling off in the quantity imported is to be noted; the Chinese, not 
being in such absolute want of those kinds, limited their purchases in proportion to their increase in cost price. As 
regards T-Cloths, the difference between the two years is not great — t,i'., 156,765 pieces jvgjtinst 171,340; these goodjj 
being looked upon with a very favorable eye, in consef[uence of their clo.^ resemblance to the native stuffs of Uie same 
kind, a still larger circulation most probably awaits them in future. In Chintzes, and Furnitures, the difference is very 
marked— 86,736 pieces, against 123,119} still more so in Handkerchiefs,— 21,997 dozens, against 98,166 dozens. 

The importation of Americ^in Drills, Jeans, and Sheetings has become alniost n//, and the diimage done to 
this class of goods by the war, may be seen by the following table: — 

1861, , 403,638 Piixes, 

1862, ,. 99,744 „ 

1863, ?i,390 » 

1864, 12,787 „ 

1865, , 2,738 „ 

However, this depression as regards the trade in some special articles, has but a very slight effect upon the 
total trade in Cotton Goods; on the contrary, 1865, as we have already shown, is remarkable for the large increase of its 
importations, and for the profits they have realized; and now that they can be sold cheaper than during preceding 
years, English Cotton Goods can easily contend agiunst Native manufactures; more particularly as the preference 
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8h:>wn by the Chinese for the latter, is far from being so strong as fonnerly. The general opinion is, that Native Cotton 
will continue to maintain high pric&«i, ha heavy rains have damaged the Cotton crops in the Coast provinces, as well 
as those of the We^U where the cultivation of the textile is most extensive; consequently, the Merchants of Shanghai 
count upon a considerable trade in Cotton Goods during 1866. 

Woollens. — The Returns give also a striking proof of the increasing appreciation of the Chinese for Woollens. 
English Camlets, from 74,771 pieces in 1864, have runup to 115,115 pieces in 1865: prices have varied but little 
during the year,— say from !?& i7to fh 19 for ordinary kinds. Dutch Camlets were quoted at from 'fh 23 to 24 
during the first months of the year, and afterwards went up to ?& 25 to 29. Spanish Stripes, which the Chinese are 
learning to appreciate daily more and more, have increased their figure from 3 1,507 pieces to 47,430 pieces. Scarlet Long 
Ells have suffered a slight diminution — 117,646 pieces in 1865, against 128,810 pieces in 1864, to compensate for which, 
they have commanded a good price: for most part they have found an outlet at Hankow, where they are in greater 
demand than at any other port. 

Lustres and Orleans shew a visible increase— 168,327 pieces, against 136,591 pieces in 1864. Goo<:ls of this 
class known as " Figured," have augmented 30 per cent, and it is said that the Chinese will gradually substitute them 
for their own Silks; thus assuring for them a steady progressive importiition. 

Matches, Needles, &c.— Apart from Cottons and Woollens, we can only particularize, amongst West-em 
manufactured goods adopted by the Chinese — Needles, Matches, Watches, an 1 Mus cal Boxes; other articles are insig- 
nificant. The importation of Needles has greatly augmented, as 271,134 thousands were received here in 1865 ; whereas, 
only 66,625 1<^^ o^ tl^® siime quantity arrived in 1864. Tientsin is their principal market. Of Matches, the same 
remarks may be made, as they appear on the Returns for 47,894 gross, whilst in 1864 the importiition anionuted only to 
16,201 gross. The trade in Watches has remained nearly equal during both 1864-5, viz., a little over fk 45,000 in 
each year. Musical Boxes are apparently losing favor, as they have fallen otf '/h 8,000 in value, as conqMirod with 
1864. These different articles are exported principally from Continental Europe, and form the great proportion of its 
trade with Shangbii; but as they are not brought here direct, but are landed by vessels at Singapore and Hongkong, 
they do not appejir on the Table specially dedicated to importations from the Continent. 

Opium. — With a view of preventing the use of Opiimi among its subjects, the Chinese Government has rigor- 
ously proliibited the cultivation of the Poppy in the Sze-chuen and Shanse provinces; but this prohibition, the eti'ects 
of which have been rejil in those provinces, and which has diminished the production of native Opium, has faile.l in its 
reformatory purpose, and has only increased the importation of Foreign drug. Patna and Malwa, which, in 1864, g.ive 
a total of peculs 28,881, shew in 1865 peculs 33,438. The latter rose from 7h 435 per pecul to '7h 650 and 700; the 
former from 'Hi 320 to 7h 450 and 480 per picul. In 1864, Benares Opium figures in the Returns for peculs 1,212 — in 
1865 for i)eculs 2,637. Persian Opium, which had but very rarely been brought to this port, amounts this year to 
peculs 533; Turkish Opium to peculs 69.89. The total Opium trade of 1865 is peculs 36,680, valued at ?h 17,769,726, 
representing less Two Millions, — within Fifty per cent of the total vidue of the Import Foreign Trade at Shanghai. 

The treasury of the country draws valuable resources from the pernicious dnig; this year it Iia<* paid into the 
Custom House of Shanghai ?& 785,457, besides considerable Transit Dues in the interior. The table specially set apart 
in the Retunis for the Opium Trade divides the total import of that article into peculs 20,000 re-exported to Ningjw and 
the Northern and Yang-tze Ports, and peculs 14,440 landed at Shanghai for local consumption, and for that of the 
province. It is remarkable that, among the Yang-tze Ports, Chinkiang figures as the largest consumer; but this is in 
consequence of its having in its neighborhood the rich market of Sien-niu-miao, which fonnerly drew its supplies in 
native craft from Shanghai, but which now has its requirements met by the drug brought in Steimers to Chinkiang. 

When comparing the imports of Opium for the last ten years, we were surprised by the discovery that the 
trade in Opium had but slightly benefitted by the opening of the Ports after the Treaty of Tientsin. In 1856, when 
the Receiving Ships, in lieu of being ranged in front of the Bund, were obliged to be moored at Woosung, the deliveries 
of Malwa and Patna amounted to 33,672 chests, whereas in 1865 they only fonned a total of 33,348 chest«; at certain 
periods of the yeair, large convoys of Junks loaded for the Northern Ports, causing a temporary activity in the Shanghai 
market 

Are we, from these premises, to come to the conclusion that the opening of the Treaty Ports hjis been of no 
l)enefit to Foreign Trade ? As far as Opium and the exports of Chinese produce are concerned, this may be the ca^ie; 
bat a glance at the Returns for some years past, proves that not a doubt can be entertained, as to the great tidvantiiges 
wliich have been oflfcred to and gained by manufacturers, by the opening up of the new outlets. 

Metals. — The imperfect working of the mines of China, and the still primitive methods use<l in nianufactur- 
in.: Native metals, do not allow of their competing favorably with those of Foreign countries. The imi>ortation of Nd 1 
IJ >d Iron in 1864 was only pecnls 90,601, whilst in 1865 it amounted to peculs 128,702, of which quantity the Con- 
t.i.ent furnished y^ecula 6,000— the remainder coming from England. This article has been of etisy sale at a well 
F -.-tiiined price, say, at an average of 7h 2J per pecul, at which figiu^ Chinese Iron cannot be produced. Tlie latter is 
r^r.'ly obtainable in large quantities, and only in small sized pieces. Some is to be had of excellciit quality; indoctl, a 
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certain kind cominj? from Tientsin (Pecheli's and from W.-m-chow (Che-kiiin'jf), do not yield, in any roc^pcct, to tlie hest- 
Swedish Iron, and we know that a sample which was sent to Lee<ls some time ago, was returned to Cliii-a in the shnp<r 
of a vice, perfectly polished, and ajx^i which could, be clearly discerned the fine fibres of the metal, which was declarod 
equal to No. 2 Swedish Iron. Hankow Iron is more inferior, and to obtiiin pieces of any size, would require heatiiv.', 
hammering, and flattening out,— operdtions which uuist necessarily increjuie its cost, already far too high. This metid 
comes from Yunnan, the only i)rovince where extensive mines of iron are to be foimd, and considering the remote distance 
at which they are situated, and the absence of any suitable roacb to them, China must necessarily for a long time con- 
tinue to dr.iw her su]>pUes from Foreign countries. 

Pig Iron, imjw)rted in 1864 to the an)ount of pecnls 12,184, has risen to pecnls 30,927; the small arsenal* 
organized by the authorities of Ki..n;i-nan order their sui)plic.s of this article from England and Americ^i. 

Lej'.d finds a niarktft both in Shahghui and in Japan, and is sent partially to the Const Ports. The importation 
of 1865, say peculs 46,497, is jHriils 20,000 U^ss than that of 1S64. 

Coals.— Six dilleieut kiuis of Coals have, np to the present time, made their appearance in the Shanghai' 
market :— 

1st English Co.d*. 

2nd American ,, 

3rd Australian „ 

4th Jap:aifse „ 

5th Formosii „ 

6th Hankow „ 

— And as the C*o:il trade occupies a conspicuous place in the Returns, we will devote a few lines to thi«k subject. The' 
totid iu'port of this year, tons 93,779, is far below that (»f 1S64, ^^hich amounted to Tons 1 17.380, or nearly 2.tx>o tons a 
mouth more. This falling oft' is more particularly notable in English Coal, which has declined from 83,554 tons to 47,814. 
This has its source in several causes combined: the decrease in the number of Steamers employed ow the Yang-tze 
and on the Coast; tlie competition of other Coals, more ])articularly those of Japan and Australia; and above all, the' 
small number of vessels dispatched from Great Britain to China. The Coal trade could nc^t of itself establish and 
sustain a direct line i)f navigation between Europe and the Far East. Vessels v.hich bring this- article to Shanghai, are 
destined to tike back a much more valuable return Cargc*, Tea for instance ;- they are, therefore, enabled to carry 
C'oal as an outward Cargo at a very re<iuced rate, an<l to lay it down in Shanghai at a reasonable price. But, as will 
be seen farther on, fewer vesst^ls having been sent from England this year, less English C^oal has arrived in Shanghai. 
Consequently prices have ranged high ; — from 'fts. 6i to 7^ they reached 'Ili. 10 and 11 towards the end of the year^ 
It is supposed that the arrivals of English Coals will be in a similar proportion in 1866. 

American (^oal sells at too high a price to be employed to any great extent by Stejimen*; their importitticm 
has also fallen off',— 9,176 tons against 12,463; they have risen in price from Tfe 10 to 13, and even !/2i 14. These Coals- 
are Anthracite, and as -they emit little or no smoke, the Chinese use them in Blackwuiths' shops, and Tea-firing 
estiiblishments. The excessive dearness of English and Americiin Coals hag led, naturally, to the use by Steamer owners- 
of Coal procurable from nearest sources, and at a cheaper rate, although of inferior (piality. Thus Aastralian Coals figure 
on the lletunis for 27,01 1 tons, where;is, in 1864 they represented only tons 21,227. Japanese Cool, which in 1864 only 
attained the humble numl)er of 136 tons, has this year reached tons 3,1 14. 

Anstndian CVals are shipped at the ports Sydney and Newciistle, and can be delivered here at Tk. 6. Towards^ 
the end of the year a brisk demand ran them up to 'fh. %\ and 9^. 

Japanese Coals are destined to command a large .«<;de. For a long time the privilege of furnishing Coal to 
Steamers w.us a monopoly of the Tytom's Government, which delivered, without discrimination and at a fixed rate, Coal 
of very inferior quality. Lfist year, however, this monopoly being discwjtiniieil, other Daimios, ownei*» of mines, entered 
the market, oft'ering Coals of which several kinds were found highly satisfactory; and their quantity Cimnot but improve, 
as the European system of working the pits is in many caaoB adopted. The Coals of Sa-ka-sima, and of Oki-sinui, are 
the best, and it is estimate that 25 tons of these Coals will do as much work as 20 tons of English. The mines of 
Satzuiua promise to turn out equally good Coal a» soon as the seams have l)eeii worked to a sufficient depth. The Coal 
of China is, at present, inferior to all the other kinds; but if the native* would but profit by the example set them by 
the Japanese, and learn to work their mine* properly, they would no doubt be enabled, within a very short time, to 
furnish Coals of good quality; however, every access to the mines is still closed with jealous care agjiinst any attempt 
at innovation. Hankow Coals are used by some Steiimers, mixed with English, for their return voyage; they cost Jh, & 
on board, but at this price they cannot expect to compete in the market of Shanghai. The mines of Keeluug (Formosa) 
might ahjo be made to furnish good Coak; but they are for the present only used by Steamers for want of better, and 
it was only toward the end of 1865, when other Coals were very dear, that any Formosa Coals were brought heie aiul 
■old from :/^ 5 to ?%l 6^. 
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TrMBfiR.— Tlie sudden stoppage of many of the enterprizes of preceding years, such as the building of 
Wharves, Houses, Godowiis, &c., has seriously affected the importation of Foreign Wood. Softwoods, which came from 
Pu;;et Sound, Oregon Temtory, and Japan, have fallen from 9,251,61 1 square feet, to 5,528,046. Hardwoods have also 
•utiored very considerably, 3o,ckx) in 1865, against 150,000 pieces in 1864. They come from Japan, Siam, and the 
Straits. Steam Saw-mills have been established in the neighborhood of Singapore, which turn out beautiful Timber of 
the Malayan Jirchipela'^o at reasonable prices. It is there that China will have to repair to supply her Timber yards> 
when, at some future time, she builds vessels of her own, after Western models. 

Sl'oar.- The south of the Fohkien and the west of the Canton provinces, the principal producers of Native 
Sugar, having been last year a prey to the remains of bands of Taepings, the importation of Foreign Sugar has con- 
siderably increased. Thus, whilst Swatow, Amoy and Hongkong Sugars have diminished peculs 185,609, as com- 
pared with 1S64, Foreign Sugar has increased peculs 134,937. The total import of Sugar at Shanghai during the 
]Kist year was— 

Foreign Sugar, Peculs 259,801. 

Native „ „ 530,99O- 



Total Peculs 790,791. 



More than half of the former comes from the Philippine Islands; the remainder from Singapore, Siam, the Straits, and 
Cochin China. As the Rebels have not yet been driven away, and still occupy nearly the same positions, it is probable 
that the quantity of Native Sugar produced in 1866 will not increase, and that the importation of Foreign Sugar will 
still be considerable. 

Rice. — The great reduction in the quantity of Foreign Rice brought to this Port in 1865, gives an idea of 
the rapidity with which the country, now restored to tranquility, is made to resume its proper degree of cultivation. 
This year peculs 706,342 of Foreign Rice were imported ; that is to say 50 per cent less than in 1 864. The quantity of Rice 
furnished by the province must be considerable, for, although still below the average of good years, it has been sufficient 
to keep Rice down to so low a price, that Importers could not make it remunerative; a most unexpected disappointment, 
as, during the first month of the year, the aspect of the country announced the absence of some of its inhabitants, and 
the fuiliu*e of the first crops. This year Siiim has not* participated in the importation of Rice, in consequence of the 
famine in that coimtry, and the consequent prohibition of the export of this article; the supplies aforesaid came from 
India, the Philippines, and Hongkong (doubtless Saigon and Cambogia.) 

Trade in Rice can no longer be classed among the usual tnmsactions of business at Shanghai; and although, on 
the one hand. Foreigners must rest satisfied with the more floiurishing condition of the province, the increase of its 
internal richness, and as a natural consequence, the greater chances which are thus reserved for success in other trans- 
actions, still, on the other hand, the shipping interest loses one of the principal sources of freight, from which it has 
drawn employment during preceding years. 

DIVISION OF IMPORTS, AMONGST FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

Of all the Countries which participate in the importations of Foreign products to Shanghai, Great Britain 
ranks first, both by virtue of its direct trade, and by that of India. The latter country sends to China, Rice and Opium, 
representing this year the sum of 7h 17,769,726, or 7h 1,634,731 more than in 1864. This is all net income, as India 
takes nothing in exchange from the Middle Kingdom. Direct importations from Great Britain attained, according to 
the Returns, a value of jth 12,710,681, to which should be added the value of English Goods landed in the first place at 
Hongkong, and afterwards re^shipped to this Port, which would increase the above sum some two millions of taels. 
About one million and a-half of taels stand to the benefit of Great Britain this year. Importations from America are 
represented by 1h 482,593, about the same amount as in 1864; but the crisis reigning in the United States during this 
time, prevents this being a true estimate of what would be, under more adventitious circumstances, the true value of the 
import trade of that country. 

To the ?& 132,643 given by the Return Table for the Continent, should be added the value of all the 
sundry goods imported in the first place to Hongkong, such as Needles, Matches, &c., which we may put down as at 
least another million Taels. Direct importations from the Continent have visibly increased this year, say 50 per cent. 
Cloth and SpaniA Stripes, which have hitherto been borne on the Returns for an insignificant amount, figure this year 
for 7h 60,000. 
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Japan has imported during 1865, 7tt 2,257,986— thus surpassing the value of her 1864 imports by ?h 559,705 
The statement of her trade with Shauji:hai may be made out as follows : — 

Imports from Japan, ^ 7h 2,257,986. 

Foreign Goods exported to Jajxanfrom Shanghai, fh 1,915,398. 

Native produce „ „ „ „ „ „ 223,856. 

Tot;d, fh 2,139,254. a 2,257,986. 

t 

These totals nearly balance each other, but, in addition to the exports from Jap:in, we must take into crmsidera- 

tion 11,326 Bales of Silk which were sout to Shanghai, the v;ilue of which does not appeir on the R^^turns, as they were 

not landed here, but merely transhipped on boird the mail Steamer, for conveyance to Suez. Amouij; the list of Imp .»rt 

articles, we would part icnldrize,— ('ot tons, Woollens, Metals, C.-harcoal, Salt Fish, Timber, Sejiweed, Sharks' Fins, and 

Ginseng. This year the Tycoon's Government, in order to pay a portion of the War imiemnity. sold at Shanghai a consi- 

I derable portion of Co])per Cash; which, although not bearing the mark of any Sovereiga of China, ftiuud, nevertheless, 

a not disadvantiigeous market. Jap:in Ginseng, so highly ap})reoiated as a remedy by tlie Chinese, h us greatly dimin- 

.' ished in price during the last few years. In the Tro<ity Tariif we find it classed at the same valuation as the C(;rean 

'. Ginseng, now worth twice as much, so that Importers of the former now find themselves obliged to pay a duty amount- 

\ ing to more than 20 per cent. 

I In 1865, many Sailing vessels, instead of coming to Shanghai, discharged their Cargos at Hongkong, so that 

the exports from that i)ort amount to !//« 3,905,063, whereas in 1064 they were only 'Hi 1,922,092, Hongkoi.g is not 
only an entrepot for a large quantity of Goods desip.itched from Europe, but also for merchandize arriving from Borneo, 
Siam, Cochin China and the Straits, which are there re-shipped to different port^s, where the markets otfer more 
advantages. 

Imports from the Philippine li^lands, from Tls. 369,790, which figure they reached in 1864, increased in 1S65 
to 7h 575,616. They consist chietiy of Sugar, Rice, Betel Nut, Indigo, and Cordage. 

Australia furnishes Shanghai with Coal, but we have already noted the progress made by the commerce of 
this country. 

Siam, from the impossibility in which she has been placed of exporting Rice, sees the value of her imports 
decline from Ih 638,375 in 1864. to '7k 65,320. 

Singapore has also suifered from the depressetl state of the Foreign Rice Trade at Shanghai; her imports have 
fidlen off from '//a 1,115,080 in 1864, to 'ffs. 522,086 in 1865. 

The decrease for these two countries is '//x 1,165,449, the increase for all the others is 7h 5,656,915. Foreign 
Imports have consequently progressed during 1865 to the exteiit of 'JU 4,491,466. 

EXPORTS. 

Silk.— Tlie totiil value of the exports of Chinese produce to Foreign countries during 1865, differs only by One 
Million Taels from the total of 1864; the great reduction in Teiis and Cotton having been nearly compensated for by the 
value of 20,000 Bides increase in the export of Silk. 

The Silk market opened when the commerce of Shanghai Wi4S still in a state of confusion, commenced so 
precipitately and at such prices that there was a renewed outcry tigainst nishness. The first pnrchases were pushed on 
to such an extent, tluit the Chinese Brokers scarcely gave the buyei^s time to examine the Bides, saying ** Take them at 
once, or we shall offer them to othere.'' The Silk api)e^ired, however, to bo of fair quality and in gooil condition. The 
mail Steamers liardly sutficed to carry away the numerous offers of freight which were pressed upon them. One Steamer 
of the Messageries Imperiales alone loaded 5000 Bales; 22,000 Bales were thus exported during the montlis of June 
and July. In consequence of this excitement the Chinese hurried their Silk on the market; a <.er an lot, brought firom 
the interior under torrents of ram, arrived damp, and being shipi)ed on board the Steauier too ^oun, it reached Europe 
in a damaged state, which, very probably, may be attributed to a slight fraud on the p;irt of the peasiint growers, who, very 
likely, wetted the centre p<^rtioiLs of the bales to nudie them weigh heavier, and thus increased the effects of the dampr 
ness of the weather. The rains were so heavy and continued that they ruined a considenible part of the secotid crop— that 
of August, — which did not amount to the half of what was anticipated, bO that the toud export of the year, which should 
have been from 55,000 to 60,000 Bales, did not amount to more than 43,000. At the beginning of the yeiir the Stock was 
exhausted; a few hundred bales, which were on the market, fetched extravagant prices, which naturally retold upon 
those of the opening of the season. No. 3 Tsiitlees, of which kind is the Lirgest yield, commenced at '/U 430, — by the 
end of July they were at lU 5 15,— at 'Jls. 570 in October, and at 'lU. 600 by the end of December. Silk transiictions were, 
however, in a very healthy condition; advices from Europe announced that the Continental crop would be far below 
the average, and that the terrible and unknow.i disease among the worms continued to inflict on them a grievous 
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mortality. On the other hand Excliange on Europe Wiia low— say 6<^. ^d. per Tael; and there was plenty of Specie m 
Shanghai to provent its ranging much higher. In short, Silk operations turned out highly satisfactory; it is reported 
that some shewed a profit of from 4 to 5 shillings per pound. — Tiie Chinese grower, overjoyed doubtless at the prices he 
realized during 1865, will probably devote every attention to next Silk season, which promises to be an abundant one 
if the elements are not unfavorable. It remains for the merchants to take every precaution to find out whether or not 
the Silk of China will again be as absolutely necessary to the manufacturers of Europe, and also to ascertain the results 
of the eggs of the Japanese Silkworms; in any case, prudence should dictiite a little less confidence than has been 
formerly shewn in making purchases. 12,055 Bales of Japanese Silk passed through the ^xirt of Shanghai in 1865. 
Only a few hundred were landed. 

Teas. — The immense losses experienced by the Teas of 1864, owing their principal source to the fact that the 
quantity sent forward far exceeded the cai>acity of the liOndon Market, it is not suqirising' that the export of this article 
for 1865 shows a considerable decrease. This is jipplicable, however, to Black teas only, the total of which, say peculs 
262,147, is 25 per cent lower than during the preceding year; these are the teas Avliich are consumed in England, and in 
Russia. Green te.is, which are used in America, were in a most advanti-igeous position through the cessation of hostilities 
in tluit country, and their exportation luis made great progress, us will be seen beluw. 

We have only a few genentl observations to make on the subject of Teas, as Shanghai is merely a depot for 
them. Black teas come from Hankow and Kiukiang; Green teas are sent from Kiukiiing and Ningpo. 

Black Tea. — Although pmdential counsels were the order of the day for Tea more than for anything else, 
the Black teas, which were purchased at Hankow on the opening of the Market, were paid for at a higher rate than was 
expected ; after the first chops had been received, a little more moderation was shewn in buying, but soon after the news 
of the reduction of the duty roused every one to frash activity, and prices, which liad a downward tendency, again ran 
high. Amongst the accusations which public opinion at home h:ts directe<l against Chinese trade during the last few 
years, it has not perhaps sufficiently taken into account the exce])tional circumstances which Imve to be encountered by 
Foreignere in this country. As the Tea season approaches, the M».'rchaiit, who is ignorant of the language, is obliged to 
have recourse to Native agents, to get teas sent down from the interior; he is consequently, as regards opening prices, at 
the mercy of these brokers, who come to a perfect understanding together in order that the price may not be any lower 
than that of the preceding season. As it is a well kjiown fact that the Teas which arrive first in the London Market 
leave a large margin, a competition takes phice to see who can buy them, and, above all, who can buy them the quickest; 
a similar thing would occur in Europe, and indeed every where oLse. This, of itself alone, creates a rivalry at the opening 
of each sejison, of which the Native merchant knows full well how to reap the profit; once the first eagerness over, the 
demand lessens, and prices should do so gnidually, but the Chim's*.^ are tenacious, and they persist in their demand till 
the Foreigner is forced to yield ; they even contrive to run up prices up to the end of the season. What remedy can 
possibly be found for this state of things ? Do without native agents and transact one's business oneself ! The difficulties 
presented by the language jmd the numerous usages of Chinese trade are obstacles, which have liitherto proved insur- 
mountable. Combat the Native with his own weapons, and concert together not to pay more than a certain price ! This 
is a system incompatible with the liberal commercial spirit of the age, and which would assuredly fail; the Foreign 
merchant is truly powerless before his adversary. This year, Black teas, which opened at 32 taels per picul, hiid, by the 
end of it, risen 6 taels, but, thanks to the re(hiction in the quantity exported and to the care with which they had been 
prepared, they have been sold, up to the present time, at a profit. 

Green Tea.- -The purchase of Green teas wiis more happily managed, owing to the uncertain aspect of affairs 
in the United States, which paralyzed operations during the first months of the year, and so lowered prices as to cause 
considerable losses to Chinese holders, thus allowing exporters to operate with security in making their bargains. When 
Peace came, assuring an easy outlet to these teas, prices flew up immediately, but the requirements of America were so 
considerable that all Green Teas have been profitably sold. 1865 the export of this article amounted to peculs 209,418, 
against peculs 151,089 in 1864. Peculs 104,259 have been S3nt to the United States, and peculs 85,820 to England. 
The setison was inaugurated by "Pmg Soueys" fetching two or three taels less than in 1864; at the end of the year 
they averaged Taels 35 per pecul. 

In endeavoring to discover the causes which have led to the crisis in teas, we find that the trade, so far as 
regards Green Teas, has been the victim of circumstances rather than of errors. The United St^vt^'S were approaching the 
most eventful period of their civil war and completely stopped all purchases on the London Market, which had become 
the depot for these teas, thus leaving large stocks on the hands of Merchants, which they found it impossible to realize. 
As we have before stated, the export of Black teas was too great, both for the wants of Great Britian and for the 
demands of Kussia which had been much exaggerated. 

The spirit of speculation then rife at Shanghai, threw into Tea transactions many who were perfect novices 
and inexperienced in the trade ; their operations, dictated by chance, completely upset the habitual prudence of older 
hands; hence absurd prices, inferior qualities, and a miscalculated export. As bankruptcy has carried away most of these 
obnoxious speculator, and as the survivors no longer meet with the same facilities in finding money for their rash 
undertakings, the Tea trade is graduiUly resuming the wise and healthy course which it formerly followed. 
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Cotton.— Tlie export of Cotton to Europe still continued at the beginiiiiif; of the year; in January and February 
nearly peculs 90,000 were sent to En;rlaiid. The rapid succession of events in the Southern States beciime known 
shortly after; the successful raids of General Shennan, the taking of Savannah, of Fort Fisher, of Chariest own, ard 
finally the fall of Richmond and the pacification of the South, which latter put an end to any attempts at further 
export^itlon. From 7& iS^perpecul, Cotton fell immediately to 'fts. 13 and 14. Stocks in Shanghai were then se! it 
to other ports in (yhina, more p irticularly to Hankow, which may have thus recovered most of the very bales ])reviousIy 
exported thence. The autumn season was active, as the Southern jKirts had U) provide themselves with suj)plies whicli 
had not been renewed the previous year: still the export <^f Cotton was far from what it was exi)ected to be, for at least 
one-half of the Cotton Crop in Kiang-nan was either s]M>ilt by the same rains which so <lamafrcd the Silk, or inundated 
by the breakinj^ of a long line of dikes in the bay of Han;;-chow. Tientsin and (Jhefoo Cottons, which in 1864 were 
re-exported to Foreign C/Ountries, were this year sent to Hongkong and the neighboring ports. 

The high prices paid for it, and its inferior (juality, marked out China Cotton as one of the first victims to the 
re-opening of the ports of Southern States of America, but the losses thus caused do not appear to have fallen any le>s 
severely on the Chinese Hongs than en the Foreign Merchants. Of the fonner, many were already ruined in 1863, by 
the bad faith of the peasants, who, surhlenly finding that they could obtiin better prices than those agreed upon, hrok*? 
their contracts, and by placing the Hongs* in the impossibility of fulfilling their engagements, forced them to close. In 
1865, Hongs which held large stocks, or which had already made contracts with the interior at too high prices, found 
themselves also involved in ruin. 

The market of Shanghai, which w:us the centre of very extensive Cottoti ojierations, has inA thus been enriche<l 
by them, as the money put in circulation by purchases of this article, was engidphed in the interior, and contribute<l in 
no slight degree to remedy the disasters which the province had suffered from the Rebellion. As regards the export of 
Cotton to Foreign Countries, 1865 is naturally far below 1864, — namely peculs 100,137 against peculs 336,503. If, as is 
probable, China is not destined to \y&j any more tribute to the "King Cotton" of the West, the year 1866 will see the 
trade of Europe and America re-enter its former groove of Tea and Silk. Apart from these two articles, we find others 
on the Returns in but very insignifieant quantities:— a few peculs of Nuts and Rhubarb; Chinese Grass, which some 
European Companies are making preparations for using as a textile, figures to the extent of peculs 5 only. The progress 
made by China towards the adoption of articles of European manufacture, is still more rajiid than that of Europe in 
aviuling herself of Chinese products. 

III. -COAST TRADE. 

Coast Trade. — In comparing the Return Tables which sum up the oonunerce of Shanghai with the Coast and 
Yang-tsze Porta during 1864 and 1865, it can be seen at a glance, that the value of imports has decreased 7h 4,755,916. 
The ports of Canton, Swatow, and Amoy, situated in the Canton and Fohkien provinces, ravaged throughout the yejir by 
the Rebels, show a diminution of 'fti 1,577,843;— Formosa of 'J^ 242,341 ; — Hankow, the i)ort of Black Teas, has fallen 
off 1h 3,371,604;— Kiukiang, the port of Green Teas, has increased 7?i 464,931 ; — Tientsin, which did not export as much 
Cotton as in 1864, shews a deficit of fh 673,704. The imjwrtiition of Chinese Products into Shanghai, amounts to a 
total value of Ih 25,846,378, divided into three parts;— one destined for Foreign Countries, representing fk. 15,435,795; 
one re-exported to Chinese porta, TU 4,766,988 in value; and a third, amounting to 7h 5*643,595, kept for local and 
provincial consumption, which in 1864 amounted to Th. 11,643,555. 

The export of Chinese produce to the other ports is represented by 'Ih 7,702,554, or Th 1,834,516 less 
than in 1864. 

All the progress made this year rests with Foreign Goods re»exported, of which the total value is 
7h 24,991,620;- surpassing that of 1864 by 1h 7,899,667. 

Whilst dwelling on the different tables of the "Coast Trade," we may enter into details regarding the figures 
we have given ahove; we shall do so, however, very rapidly, for the trade of ejurh place is analyzed by our colleagues, who 
are better able than ourselves to give interesting information, regarding the difierent products exported by or received at 
their ports. 

Table No. IV.- There is one tible, however, which comes more directly under our province; it is No. IV., 
hetuied " Nutiv*' Produce ixj^n*rted from Shanghai to otht^r porU." Tlie principal products of the province of Kiangnan 
are there plainly brought forward; these are Silk, Silk Piece Goods, Cotton, juid Nankeens. The Silk to the extent of 
peculs 158, valued at '/k 234,367, was exported by private steamers to Hongkong, whence it was probably forwardeil 
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to Euro\>e. Silk Piece Goods are divided amongst all the ports, and att*uned a value of fh 1,124,909, against 
7h 962,338 in 1864. Cotton was distributed in a like manner, and reached to peculs 182,085. Nankeens increased in 
quantity pecuk 1,596, but decreased in value 7h 373,740, in consequence of the fall in Cotton. 

The export of Wheat to the Southern Ports is considerable; viz., peculs 100,181 ; that of Copper Cash is less 
than in 1864, by 115,108 strings, 7h 95,528 in value; whilst in 1 864 the export of this article was peculs 133,644, 
valued at 7h 1,603,728. This proves that in the districts bordering on Hankow and Kiukiang, where formerly only 
Copper Cash was current, Sycee is coming more into use, which is one step gained on Native routine. 

The province of Kiangnan exports also a great many other products, which present a respectable figure on the 
Returns as regards (juantity, but whose value is comparatively small; its manufecture of musical instruments must be 
renowned, as no less than 47,508 flutes were sent to the Yang-tsze Ports, and 50,000 different instruments to Canton. We 
may also mention, as articles worthy of notice— Fans, Spectacles, and Hair Pencils for writing. The preceding renmrks 
apply only to the Southern and Yangtsze Ports; the important exports from Shanghai to the Northern Ports are confined 
to Silk Piece Goods, Nankeens and Grass Cloth. To Tientsin, for instance, exports from Shanghai would be insignificant 
were they not enlarged by the re-export of Foreign Goods. 

Table No. VI.— The re-exports of Foreign Goods is detailed in Table No. VI., and if we add together the 
imports from Europe, America, and India, that is to say Cottons, Woollens, Opium and Metals, and compare the totals 
with those of 1864, a considerable increase will be found at every port which draws its supplies from Shanghai. 

This increase amounts — 

At Ningpo, to fh 456,940 

„ Hankow, „ „ 1,886,437 

„ Kiukiang, „ „ 331,289 

„ Chinkiang, „ „ I,770,7o« 

— an enormous augmentation in this last case, due principally to Opium, but also to Cotton (roods, the imports of which 
had hitherto been almost nil At Chefoo it amounted to fk 800,901, or nearly 80 per cent;— at Tientsin it is 125 per 
cent, or an increase of 7h 3,424,052, for in 1864, the value of this branch of trade there was only fh 2,920,809; — and, 
lastly, even the humble port of Newchwang shews also an increase of 200 per cent, or 'i& 610,761 ; in 1864 these articles 
were represented by Th 329,926. Shirtings and T-Cloths, never before imported there, appear for a value of 7h 20,275. 

Table No. I. —Amongst the articles enumerated in Table No. I., Silk, Cotton, and Tea, have been re-exported 
to Foreign Countries; the remainder are for Chinese consumption. We remark as pre-eminent the Porcelain ware of 
Kiukiang, which represents fk 313,464,— the Copper Cash and Cuttle Fish of Ningpo, — tlie Indigo of Canton, — the 
Medicines of the Southern Ports,— the Fungus, the Oil, the Paper, the Rhubarb, the Vegetable Tallow, and Wax of 
Hankow, —the Yellow Silk of Sze-chuen, which this year shews peculs 447, worth Th 1 78,876,— the Sugar of Amoy, 
Swatow, and Hongkong,— the Timber of Foochow, &c., &c. From the Northern Ports we have to make mention of the 
Beans, and Bean Cake; the Millet and Rice of Newchwang, the other articles being of small account The Satin Shoes, 
the Soap, and the Dates of Tientsin, represent an inconsiderable sum. 

This table, which assuredly is the one which gives the most trouble to the Custom House, includes the numer- 
ous articles, more or less known, which serve as food to the Chinese, or enter into the consumption of their different 
industries; it might be useful as an index to the oheniist, the naturali t, or the savant desirous of studying the resources 
and the products of these countries. 

III.-SHIPPING, TREASURE, AND DUTIES. 

Shipping.- We have every reason to fear that the epoch of good freights for sailing vessels must be numbered 
among the thirgs of the past, and that they will no longer find so remunerative an employment in Chinese ports, as they 
have done in preceding years. This year many causes united agsiiost them; in the first place, the depressed state of the 
Rice trade, which employed so many ships between Singjipore, Hongkong and Sbmghai ; the cessation of the export of 
Cotton to Europe, and, above all, the ovei'whelming competition of numerous Steamers running from one port to another 
at such low rates of freight that the Chinese are enabled to Ship by them even that class of i?iferior priced goods, known 
under the name of "Chowchow articles." These are the real causes of the injury done to freights by sailing vessels; 
the proclumatioii by the authorities of this province, prohibiting Native merchants from making use of Foreign bottoms 
for the transiwrt of Bean Cake, has had but a very secondary effect, and WiUJ in fjvct only a concession granted to the 
himentations of thousands of Junks, which are rotting for want of employment along the banks of the Whampoa. In 
1 866, the same causes will also be in existence, but the effects will be still more apparent, whereas, at the commence- 
ment of 1865, some hopes were still nourished of freights for Cotton and Rice; in July there were more than 150 vessels 
in port, a number which doubtless will not be seen again for a long t!me. It is needless to remark, that under such 
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circumstances, freights fell to the very lowest poiut Sf)nie vessels only 'got £^ i, la*. to London; the fifBt clippers, t«a- 
louded, were the only ones more £'iv(jure<l, as they obtained £ 3. Other vessels WvTC obliged to be content withinsigni- 
'ficant freights for bringiiig Timber ironi Foorhow; many left for Europe or for difterent ports in America. 

This decre;f=*e in the number of Shipping will deprive Shanghai of much of its animation, for this floating; 
population supported many stoivs, and other bninohes of indu-str}', which luive been already obliged to give up business^ 
and maintained bii-srle and movement on the Bund, and in the streets uf the settlements. 

To compensate f(»r this, Steamers are continually on (he move, but their number has also gro\^ni less. After the 
treaties of Tientsin and Y<m1o, too nrjiiy were ord<*red out, both from Earo|x? and the United States; since iheji several 
have been sold to the Japanese; ctluTs, le?:*< fortunate, have been Ion on the Yang-tze amd on the Coast. TJiis year 
has been partieularly ui.])n>j»itioi:>i, the Chantit'in r, the i*oruu the Foh-li'ii, and the Lnlla liookJi w^re wrecked 
one after the other, in tlje hii'n«;ri=*.- »»f June and .Inly. There are n«»w in Sh.ir.ghai alv.Mit 35 Stiaiuers, a number just 
sufficient to fully meet all the riNpiire'uents of trade. We di> ni»l in.-hule the rine little Tow-bo.its destined for the 
navigation of the Ciinais, au«l wiii«;!i are now coiide:rin-.Ml to idh-nts-;, in co.isecpienee of all aevess to the Silk districts- 
luving been forbi<ldeii th'Mu. ]i.'.rMl.ir linf.=i are e^iabhshed between this and J.ip-.iu, Ciiefoo and Tientsin, the Yan^tsze 
poils, Hongkong, Niiigj) > and Fno.liow, wuieh keep iii» a eoatinual coining and goln.', besides maintaining the total 
tonnage of 1865 at but iuUe below that of the preeuuiug year, as will be seen by tiie following table : — 

I S65, Entered 1,740 Vessels. 848,456 Tons, 

» (-iearc*! i,yio „ 887,747 „ 

1864, Entered 2,137 »» ^99o3i »» 

C-Jeared 2.104 „ 8j>8,723 „ 

As regards future prosiKM-ts. ini])ortant to the Shipj)ing interest, we may mention the exjKJcted arrival of the 
Americiin Mail SteaTuers; and it m:jy also be asked, Ikav thi»>e interests will be atiectcd, by the permission which will 
ere long be granted l)y the ("liiiese CJovernment to its subjeois, to own foi-oign vessels; for the present, the natives have 
not the right to change the build of tlieir Juuks. 

SPECIE. 

The very great kindness of several Bankers ha* fnrni.^hed us regarding Treasure, with exact data which the 
lietums were unable to supply. In i8(>5, the Si>eeie imported from Foreign Countries, Hongkong included, amounted 
tt» 7.'i 9,684470 and '/U 8,959,393 from Chinoe ports; forming a total of 'ffs. 18,643,863. The Specie exported to 
Foreign Countries, inclusive of Hongkong, amounted to 'lU 12,067,843, which, together with lb. 3,965,847 exported to 
Chinese port.s. gives a total of '/U 10,033.690. 

With this information, we can establish correctly the genend account of the trade of ShanghaL 

F«)REION TllAl»K. 

Specie im|x»rted from Foreign Countries, Th 9,684^70 

Value of goiMls imported from Foreign Countries, less re-exports to same,... „ 35,225,965 

Totil 7h 44,910,435. 



Specie exported to Foreign Countries, Til 12,067,843 

Chinese pnxluce exported to Foreign Countries, „ 29,5 59,622 

Total fh 41,627,465. 

Coast Trade. 



Specie ini|x>rted from Chinese jwrts, Til 8,959,393. 

("hhiese pn> luce imported, less re-exjx >rts to other jwrts, „ 21 ,079,390. 

Foreign gooils imported from Chinese ports, „ 382,660. 

Total, Tfe 30,421,443. 

»Specie exported to Chinese ports, 7h 3,965,847. 

Native produce exported to those p')rts, „ 7,702,554. 

Foreign goods, re-exported to those ports, „ 24,991,620. 

Total, Tfi 36,660,021. 
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Prom these two series of calculations may easily be deducted the state of Specie for tlie year 1 865. On the one 
liand, the value of Goods imported from countries exceeding Uiat of the Native produce sent to them ; on the other, the 
value of Native and Foreign merchandize sent from Shanghai to the other ports, exceeding that which was received from 
them, thus forcing them to make returns in Specie ; everything, it is evident, contributed to cause an influx of Specie 
into Shanghai. Add to these reasons, the total absence of local specula ticms, which, in former years, set in motion such 
large sums of money, and the natural conclusion is that Exchange must have ranged very low; efiectively, from 7«. 2d. in 
1864, it fell to 68. 2d. and 6«. 4A, and only rose during the month of July, when it attained 6s. 6d. The eleven Banks 
established at Shanghai, found business very dull all throughout the year, and, in order to get rid of the Specie which 
they had on hand unemployed, they sent it to India, and sold it to the Colonial Government to mint coin. !?& 9> 76 1,796 
were got rid of in this way, and the export still continued in January 1 866. As the excess of Specie in Shanghai, has 
been thus passed off, and as mail advices report that no large quantities are likely to arrive from Europe, Exchange when 
trade revives has ever}' prospect of rising. 

DUTIES. 

The toUd Duties received by the Customs at Shanghai, is Haikwan 7h 2,167,841, and exceeds the revenue of 
i864by 7& 86,468. 

IV.— NATIONALITIES ESTABLISHED AT SHANGHAI. 

At a general glance, or, if the expression may be allowed us, taking a birds'-eye view, the nationalties which divide 
among themselves the trade of Shanghai, may be classed under five categories, — English, American, Gennans, French 
and Chinese. Under the head of Germans are included the Dutch houses, and the Swiss under that of French; this 
being, of course, custom only, and not by any means a distribution arising from any reasonable source. In the month 
of December, Shanghai contained 88 houses of business,— 1 1 Banks, 13 Brokers, 13 Commission houses, 14 Stores, 21 
houses of sundry professions, 3 Docks, and 3 large Blacksmiths' establishments connected with the repairing of vessels. 
The Concessions were inhabited by 2,500 Foreigners, and 120,000 Chinese. 

British. — The British easily obtain the larger portion of the goodly sized ingot which yeariy passes through the 
crucible of trade at Shanghai. Their houses are the oldest; the most poAverful among them are branches of those colossal 
establishment ji founded when China was still enveloped in mystery for Europe, by bold speculators, who became Merchant 
Princes; they have passed through that happy epoch when the (Celestial Empire was a mine of gold; the mine ia still rich, 
but now it only yields brass, and is not so easily worked; their advance is therefore considerable. On the other hand. Great 
Britain, as regards China, is the only really importing country, for, comptired with her, the United States and the Conti- 
nent shew but every insignificant figures ; she is, consequently, the only country that has established a substantial system 
of banter or exchange of produce, which is moreover greatly to her own advantage, for, by her direct imports and by 
Opium, we have already seen that she introduces into Shanghai an amount of Thirty-six Millions of Taels, whereas she 
only takes away Twenty-two Millions and a Half. Furnishing her Merchants therefore with goods, through which they 
reasdixe profits, and are without any expense, — in possession of funds with which to purchase native produce; they (the 
Merchants) have at all times been enabled to land in Europe, Tea, Silk and Cotton under more favorable circumstances 
than others, and thus absorb the greater portion of the business of China; at the same time tbvt London has always been 
the general entrepot for all Exports from the "Far East." The numerous British Oolouies situated in this part of the worid 
also help to extend the circle of their transactions by the products exported from them, which increase their means of 
exchange. Besides local trade or that between port and port, instead of being, as is the case with other nations a question 
of chance, is for them the natural corollary of those advantages, which enable them besides to keep up a considerable 
merchant fleet in these waters, forming indeed one half of the total amouut of Foreign tonnage. Of 88 houses of business, 
58 are British, in which we include 7 Parsee houses of good standing; the Broking and Commission houses, with very few 
exceptions, and all the Banks, except one, are also British. Three Docks, one ship-building and two ship-repairing 
establishments, are managed by British subjects, and worked with British capital. 

Americans. — The Americans at Shanghai, are, as is the case everywhere else, in the ascendant as reganbt 
Shipping; it is Impossible to compete with their Steamers, except by opposing them by others of the same kind, and built 
on the same model On the Yangtze line, seven Steamers out of nine are American; the others are distributed on the 
Ningpo, Hongkong and Japan routes; almost all are built with engines on the walking beam principle; one of them— the 
Sutvmioda—he&n the palm for the rapidity of her coast voyages; she averages 14 knots. The fleet of Merchant sailing 
vessels of the United States, now that the seas are free, will soon resume its former importance; many American clippers, 
during the war, flew foreign flags. This year the tonnage of Sailing vessels and Steamers was the same as in 1864, 
amounting to one-half that of the English vessels. 
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Six large American firms exist at Shanghai, besides extensive Stores, and estaUinhmente for biiil<&ng'anid repair- 
ing vessels. These lirms receive from America Cotton Goods, Lumber, Flour, Corn and Quicksilver; and they send in 
return Green Te^ and Straw Braid. This year a cargo of Black Tea was, for the first time, sent to San Francisco. 
However, the transactions of American Merchants are not confined to the a£^irs of their own countries; tk^ participate 
also in the direct tmde with England. 

The Pacific lino of Steamers will, doubtless, rapidly increase business relations between- the United States and 
China; they will, in the first place, carry a considerable quantity of Silk, which, by the English mail Steamers^ has hitherto 
passed through London; and if, as we nmy expect, they correspond in quickness and comfort, to what the Americans know 
80 well how to carry out, they cannot fail to have a beneficial effect upon general commerce,- and miore particularly upon 
that of Americans in Shanghai. 

Germans.— Judging from the Return Tables of exports and imi>orts, German Commerce would appear to be 
almost null, and would be disposed of by the mention of a few artides of relatively very small value; but the Grermaus^ 
not findinjT in their own country siitficieut elements of business, g ) elsewhere to seek them, and thus create a trade for 
themselves; their houses in Shanghid order out Mauufuctui-ed goods from England, and return Chinese produce; they 
have also agents and branch houses in Japan, Sinm, Singapore, Hongkong, and other ports of China.^ 

The Germans have, consequently, had a numerous fleet here, but, as they are all sailing vesselsj it is upon them- 
more particularly that the scarcity of freights has weighed most heavily^ In 1864, 285 ships,* measuring 75,714 tons, 
entered, and 293, me:usuring 81,622 tons, cleared from this port; but in 1865, only 133 vessels, of 43,180 tons, entered^, 
and 139, of 42,148 tons, cleared, and these figures will again be diminished in 1866. Previous to the fonnidable com- 
petition of Steamers, German vessels were in great favor with the Chinese, on accoimt of the cheapness of their freights, 
and the quiet and benevolent character of their masters. Almost all these vessels are under the Hamburg and Bremen 
fliigs, and come lotuled with German goods, which find an outlet in Cliina; of these we have already cited some, such a» 
Woollens, Cloth, Spaniijh Stripes, Matches and Needles; and wemay juld some Calicoes, Lead, Zinc of Silesia, Glassware, 
and Stores, As Shanghai otters nothing to these vessels as a return freiglit, they go seeking employment on the Coast, 
or at some Foreign port. 

The Germans have 15 finns at Shanghai, of which 4 are under British protection, and are branches of firms 
established in London. They also fill some of the professions, and have some Stores. The Dutch, whom we have placed 
under the same heading, have two houses, and one Conimercial Company. In 1865, the tonnage of their ships entered, 
16 in number, was tons 5,139, and ly cleared, with tons 6,204; they come principally from Borneo and the neighboring 
Colonies. 

Frexch. — France, the country' of "ideas," imports many into Cliina by means of her missionaries, but she does 
not care for importing Cottons and Woollens — leaving to more practical nations a free field for tranactions of such profit- 
able but vulgar nature. The table of Imports fn)m Foreign countries marks oidy a series of noughts to her credit; in 
Exports, the item Silk and Cocoons slwws Pcculs 5,844, and 'Ik 2,415,198; and although this amount is but trifling, as 
the total export was 43,000 Bales, and as France must have t^vken more tliaii the h:df for the consumption of her manu- 
factures, it might still convey to the reader abroad an exaggerated idea of her tnide at Shanghai. Well, of these 
5,844 Peculs, which may be treat ed'as 7,500 Bales, French houses only exported 2,500 Bales; the rest having been sent 
forward by English, Americans and Gonnans. 

French firms are five in number; besides which, there are Stores, an important Bank, which is a branch of the 
Comptoir d'Escompte, and an agency af the Messageries lmi)erialcs. This is but little for P'rance, which five years ago 
sent an army to plant her flag on the walls of Peking; and can we really hope, that at some future day, she will possess 
an important trade with China I If this Is to tiike place, she should begin with Shanghai, for, not being a Tea consuming 
country, it is here only that she could find nieans of exchanging imtive for her own i)ro<lucts. But we must say that we 
had formerly conceived more illusions on this subject than we do at the present. In 1861 France counted ten firms, 
apparently established on a solid bjisis, and some well supplied stores; the figures, which we have just given, do not 
annoimce an improvement in her position; on the contr.iry, the war with China has attracted many Foreigners to this 
country, but no Frenchmen, Attempt,s are however made, from time to time, upon a limited scale, to introduce French 
Cotton and WotiUen goods, but these are, as yet, too dear to allow of their competing with this same class of goods from 
Great Britain, and we must lejive to "Free Trade," which the merchants of the metropolis submit to rather than accept, 
the tiisk of lowering the cost of those manufactures. In the meantime, those of my countr^nnen who are desirous of 
sending Piece Goods to China, must, like the Germans, p^irchase them elsewhere, and we imagine that the Company, 
which it was reported wjis being formed to monopolize the Silk of Shanghai, and divert it from London to the profit of 
the Lyons and Marseilles markets, would, in the first place, have contracted with the Manufacturers of Manchester in 
order to place itself upon an equal footing with English merchants. 

But admitting, as we may do with safety, that the ManufjMJturers of Rouen, Mulhouse, &c., deprived as they now 
are of protection in the sale of their productions, are enabled ere long to deliver them as cheaply as any other country, 
should we see, as a consequence, Frenchmen coming to sell them in China ? Alas ! we should not like to make any such 
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hffirmation. What we might then probably see;, would be the said Cotton and Woollen goods going to London to be 
forwarded to the extreme East. The actual imports from France to Shanghai are not so null as the Returns appear to 
indicate ; articles of fashion, (articles de modes,) Jewellery and the Wines which set off the Stores, represent a certain value, 
but the importers are Foreigners. This apathy on the part of Frenchmen to leaving their country, is not a passing caprice, 
and it is not in a moment that it can be done away with, for it is the result of the policy pursued for so long after the 
fall of the Colonial power of France; to enclose her conmierce and her ideas in the smallest possible circle, under the 
pretext of increasing strength by condensing them after a lapse of time, the audacity and intelligence necessary to com- 
mercial euterprizes undertaken at a distance, became lost ; in time too, instead of a liberal spirit, a petty and cavilling one 
was created; we repeatedly heard exporters of Silk declare that they met with more trouble in their transactions in 
France than in En^hind, and after having tried to send their Silk one year to Lyons and Marseilles, came back in 
disgust, the following year, to sending it direct to London. It will be seen by the following table, that, since the working 
of the Messageries Imperiales line, the quantity of Silk sent from China and Japan to Marseilles, (we do not say landed 
there) has not increased. The dates are taken from July ist of one yeiir, to 30th Jime of the following. 

i86oi 7,850 Bales. 

1861-2 6,177 „ 

1862-3 9,970 „ 

1863.4 3,936 „ 

1864-5 9^276 „ 

1865-6 (ist January,). 9»35o » 

Whilst expressing with this bitter sincerity how much, commercially speaking, the influence of France is 
behindhand in China, there is, nevertheless, on our part more of impatience than of discouragement. We have perfect 
confidence in "Free Trade" and in the rapid renovation which it brings to the conceptions of a country; with the progress 
of manufactures commercial ambition developes itself, and a country is then not slow to understand that, in order to 
become tmly great in trade, it must no longer limit its views to the narrow horizon which surroimds it, but spread them 
over the world at large. This year and last, French merchants came to pass a season in Japan, to buy a great quantity 
of Silkwonns' Eggs ; this shews that already the Far East did not appear so distant to them, and of all the efforts made 
by the actual government to direct its citizens to this country, the protection granted to the establishment of the Messa- 
geries Imperiales line, will certainly prove the most efficaciwis. The ability with which this line is managed, has fully 
responded to the expectations entertained, and has acquired for it a well merited popularity; the two Steamers which 
maintain at Shanghai, arriving and leaving once a month, keep up appearances for French commerce on the returns both 
as regards tonnage and duties. The Sailing vessels which frequent this port, are not numerous; there are never more 
than three or four at a tinie^ 

Switzerland has three firms established at Shanghai, which are under French protection. 

Chinbsb. — Whilst at certain ports, customers of Shanghai, such as Tientsin and Ningpo, one hears Foreigners 
complaining that trade, even that in Manufactured articles, is passing out of their hands into those of the Chinese, who 
order them direct — it might be supposed that the Shanghai Hongs, thus become centres of business, must have attained 
to considerable importance, but, on the contrary, it is said that no large Hongs any longer exist in this place. The 
native firms, to whom was formerly attributed the possession of large capital of from one half to a million of taels, which 
was justified by the great extent of their transactions, have disappeared: some destroyed for ever by the ravages of the 
rebellion; others, which were beginning to recover, undermined by the Cotton bankruptcies. Large Merchants regret 
these powerful Hongs, by whose means they were enabled to carry their influence into the heart of the provinces. They 
were then few in number, and nearly monopolised the trade of the interior with Foreigners; now many Hongs, of secon- 
dary class, have established themselves in the Settlements, and, as business is in consequence more divided, the chances 
of a rapid extension are less both for the one and the other. 

There are about 1 50 Hong? in the settlements, three of which only are said to traffic to any extent with the 
Yangtsze ports, where the Native houses have not yet sought, in any perceptible way, to shake off the intennedium of 
Foreigners. These three Hongs are well supported by the Native banks, who purchase with confidence their long dated 
drafts on these ports. But at Tientsin, if we except Opium, every day fewer of the transactions of that port with 
Shanghai are conducted by the Foreigners established there. The Chinese have every advantage in this competition; 
their establishments and their way of living are of the simplest, and impose but slight charges on the goods they receive. 
It Lb estimated that there are at least thirty Hongs trading specially with the North, some of which have from fifty ta 
one hundred thousand taels of capital; emplo3ring, as they do. Steamers only in their trading operations, they can, 
thanks to the rapidity of communications, aminge for the settling of their accounts with their constituents in such a 
manner as to greatly facilitate their business. 
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The people of Chekiang do better still; they coiiio to Shanghai to make their purchases, and do so from the 
importers themselves; it is for this reason that the Hongs have benefitted but little or nothing, by the business which 
has been lost by Foreigners at Ningpo. Every day a Steamer leaves the one port for the other, «iid carries the Native 
dealer for $ ij — Tliree dollars for the round trip. Some small money sj'ient at Shangliai, he has i;o other expenses, and 
he thus sfives the commission he formerly jviid. This new system may Hp])ear incompatible with the natural dilatorinew 
of a Chinaman; but though indolent and weak whore other iH'0])le*s interests are at stake, the same num is full of ardor 
when his own are concerned, and docs not think of ti"ouble; many a vorj* rich merchant never re.>tH; l.o travels r(*ntinually, 
passing from a large into a small boat, and living as fiugally as the FciTant who accompanies l.im. Tlie precision 
and rapidity of Steam navigation, will soon cause the prosaic maxim- ** Ti'vtf i> wonnu'— to \^ sh little by little, into the 
"flowery language;" old n.en nmst already recognise the fact that in their time ijec^ple were i:ot so hurried. The 
disappeaniuce of the prejudice against the use of Steamers from all classes of Native society, is the mo§t patent 
evidence of the progress resulting to China from her contact with Foreigners. Graduat-es, goii^g to Peking for their 
examination; Mandarins decorated with buttons of eveiy color rejoining their ports— all refuse to travel by any other 
conveyance but the "sliips with fire wheels;" and the time when China will have her own Steameiu, and will Icani to 
build and manage them, is already spoken of. 

SUMMARY. 

A few words more to recapitulate this too long reix>rt. The stiite of Shanghai, it must be confessed, was not, 
at one time very assuring. Its prosperity hius jjiissed away, was the cry; itsniercharits who ap])o,ired to be so clever 
were merely rash men, whose credit rested on no solid basis; its trade no lunger exists; the good uiHlcrstanding formerly 
prevailing has been replaced by deep rooted quarrels; its administration has incurred debts which it is unable to pay, 
and every one holds himself aloof from it, &c., &c. 

What do we see at the end of 1865 i The Municipal Councils, whose authority was confirmed by the decision 
of the tribunals, have recalled dissentients to order; (they were, it is tnie, but few in number:) placed financial matters 
on a proper footing, and restored public confidence; meetings have re.<5umed that conciliatory tone which rendered them . 
80 worthy of admiration. Public works, although neces-sarily fewer in number, have however been marked, and have 
satisfied general demands. Several private enterprizes, such as a Theatre, and Gas, give to the Settlements a daily 
increasing resemblance to a Europetm town. The Chinese population, diminished in a day by emigration, has com- 
menced a gradual growth, attracted by just and wise measures. 

From a commercial pouit of view, it is true, the condition of Shtrnghai is no longer the same. From causes 
already enumerated, many liave disappeared from the scene; and the losses by speculations have opened peoples^ eyes, 
and put a stop to the fictitious animation of preceding years. The efltKit produced upon Foreign houses is also the 8»une 
as that upon Native hongs; their number is more considerable; henceforward, more time and more work will he rcipii- 
site to acquire the profit** of bygone days. But, putting aside private interests, we have seen thitt ctmimerce, as a 
whole, has progressed onwards, nor is there any reason to be surprised at this result. Situated as Shanghai is, near the 
Silk districts, and connected with them by magnificent c^inals, — occupying on the Coast a centnil position, which neces- 
sarily makes it a general entrepot for the ports of the Yaugtsze, of the North, of Ningpo, and of Jajjan,— trjide made by 
Foreigners has a vitality of its own, and rests upon such foundations that progress it must, whereas, in second rate 
ports, it would decrease and be absorbed by Native Ilongs. A crisis, however terrible it might be, could not therefore 
deprive this port of its title of "the Commercial Capital of Cliiua;*' nor will the Cosmopolitan re]»ublic of the settle- 
ments, thanks to the good sense and practical spirit of its citizens, ever cease to merit the appellation (disputed at one 
time} of " Model Settlements." 



P. GIQUEL, 

Litutenant de Vauseau, 

CommUfiohfr of Cuftvms. 



A true translation, 



Richard W. Halkett, 

Ist Asastant 
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COMMERCE D'AMOY, PENDANT L'ANNfiE 1865. 



BTJKEAU DES DOUANES MARITIMES, 
AMOY, 31 Janvier, 1866. 



MONSIEUR L'INSPECTEUR GENERAL. 



En conformite de voe instructions, j'ai llionneur de vous adresser un rapport sur le connnerce du port 
d'Amoy pendant I'annee kouloe de 1865. 

Lorsque Pann^e demiere k la m^me ^poque vous regeviez, Monsieur Tlnspecteur, les releves ^tatietiques 
(" Returns'') du trafic de ce port, une partie considerable de la contree, dans son voisinage, ctait en ^tat d'anarchie. 
Une cite importante, Chan-chaou-fou, (|^ »H4 |jS-,) qui constituait un des ses plus grands marches, f(kt au pouvoir 
des Rebelles " Tchan Mao," et la ville d'Amoy elle-murae, menac^e de leur invasion, fCit en proie k des inquitodes et 
alamies qui paralysaient les affaires et arretaient les transactions commerciales. 

Mon honorable predecesseur Mr. Hughes, eh vous presentaUt Monsieur I'lnspecteur, son rapport sur le 
commerce de I'annee ecoulee, vous faisait remarquer que jusqu'^ la prise en Octobre 1864 par les rebelles, 

(-^ ^£ 9&^ ^® Chan-chow-fou, la prosperity commerciale d'Amoy depuis plusieurs annees cons^cutives allait 
croissant, et qu'il y avait lieu d'esperer qu'apres le r^blissement de la paix et le retour de la s^curit^, son commerce 
reprendrait bient6t son etat normal et sa raarche progressive. 

II est, Monsieur I'Inspecteur, satisfaisant de constater que ses espcrances semblent d^jk £tre r6alis6^s en grande 
partie anjourd'buL 

En. effet, depuis la d^livrance en Avril dernier de Chan-chow-fou, depuis que les rebelles ont ^vaou6 ses 
districts avoisimmts dans la province de " Foh-kien," le trafic d'Amoy a repris sa marche ascendante, comme il peut 
etre constat^ par les relev^ trimestriels des Revenus des douanes ci-apres. 

irTrim^stre, Th 87,899 

2d Id. „ 98,188 

3d Id. „ 117,09s 

4d Id , „ 168,854— on k pen de chose prfes, 

environ le double du premier Trimestre. 

Ceci ^tabli, j'aurai maintenant, Monsieur I'Inspecteur, Thonneur de vous soumettre un apergu sommaire sur 
divers chapitres qui composent ks Relev^ statistiques, en consignant quelques remarques y relatives. 

I.-MOUVEMENT DU PORT.-TONNAGE. 

1865, Navires entrds dans le port, 802 jaugeant ensemble, 276,319 Tonneaux* 

i364, Id, 661 „ „ 210,539 „ 

141 Navires entres, 6^280 „ 

— en plus, sur I'annee 1864. 



Motmenry 

Monsieur Bobert Hart, 

InspecUur General des D(nianes» 



i! 
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1865.— Pour lo3 invires sortis dii port, il y a uiie augmcntAtion de 125 navires, jnugeant 70,693 tonneaiix. Le 
niouvoment general du port iiendaut Taimee 1865 se resume en 1,582 navires taut entres qu'expedies du port. — Ce 
uouibre comprend 265 bateaux a vapeur, dont il convient de dire qudques mots. 

Eu outre des bateaux a vapeur (pii sont arrives accidentellement dcs autres ports, il y a en, ]>encLint Tannce 
1865, une circulaticm constaute ct roguliere de six Steamers: trois apparteuaut a la ComiKignie Peninsulaire ot Orien- 
t4ile, et trois a Mr. Lupraik: qui faisaient le trajet aller et retour entre Hon^^kout,' et Foutclicon; avec I'escale jsur 
Swatow ct Amoy. Ost par ces steamers que se fit presque la totalito d?Iraportation d'Opium danu ce port, comme aussi 
une certiiiue partie du coumierce dcs cotes (Coast Trade.) 

Kauuce ecoulte a etc malheureuse pour deux de ces Steamers ** Corea" et ^^ Chnntickcrj^ perdus corps et 
bieu, au mois de Juin, daiLs un t^'plion entre Hon«,'kon;j et Sw>itow. 

Vn troi.sii^ne '^ rootvn/jij'^ a etc confisquc i>ar la gouvemeinent chinois pour commerce illegal dans un piirt- 
nou ouvort par Ics traites aux pavilions ctrangere. 

n.-IMPORTATlONS. 

La valeur des Inipoitations (en chiffres ronds) se resume comme suit: — 

les produits etningers, venant dea Ports ctrangei-s repre. sen tent,... $ 5,870,462 

Opium „ 3,060,550 

Produits Indigenes, Ports dc Chine, , 3,760,231 

Produits ctrangcrs, id, „ 283,481 

Ensemble, $ 12,974,724 

Elles etaient en- 1864 „ 9,419,625 

Ce qui fait, $ 3,555,099— (Pa Mf/moufa/t'oji sur 

1 annee 1864. EUc nV'tait pour cctte deniiere comi>arativement k 1863 que d'environ $ 1,000,000. 

L'au^fmentation de $3,555,099 do Tannoe demiere est duo d'abonl i\ rau^anentation dans Timportation du 
riz qui a ete ]>lus de cimi fois jjIus considerable que dans Tannec 1864 ct (pii a eu pour cause le deticit dans les 
n'jcoltes, en consequence de la fuite des populations runiles et de la devastiition des cami)agues pendant la presence des 
rebelles dans les coiitrees voisines de ce port. 

EUe est due ensuite a une Importation plus consiclerable d'Opium. Depuis I'ouvorture au commerce if'tran- 
^'or des ports de Fornujsa, le march6 d'Amoy les approvLsionuc dans une certaine mesurc de cc narcoticiue et pent eu 
expliquer raugmentation. Ci-des»ous un tableau compjiratif des principaux objets d'linportation. 



Denomination des Produits. 



1864. 



I 



Opium, 

Cottoiuvdes, (CotUm Yarn) 

Lainages, (Cotton Pieces) 

('Oton, 

Metaux 

Tourteaux d'engntis (Bean Cakes) . 
Haricots et pois (Beans and Peas) 

Riz (Rice) 

Froment, (Wheat) 



Pec If Is. 

4,774 

3^205 

65,230 

4M15 
27,501 

306,129 

202,124 

150,814 

7,312 



186; 



AuGMKNTA-i Diminu- 
tion. TIUN. 



Pc'uh. 

3.936 
88,643 

46.377 

15*259 

265, (X) I 

187,569 

822,546 

84,137 



PccnU, 

3«2 

731 

23413 

3,962 



76,825 



Pccuh, 



1 2,242 
41,128 
14,615 



III.— EXPORTATIONS. 

La valeur dos Exportations se resume comme suit : — 

Exportations gen^rales jwur les xwrts etrangers,....$ 1,606,844. 
Ports de la Chine $ 1,092,514. 

Ensemble, % 2,699,358. 

Elles etaient pour 1:864, i3»773,8ii, Ce qui fait pour 1865 

$ 1,074,453 <^ diminution sur Tannee 1 864. 
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Cette diminution rosidte de la quantite specialement moins considerable des sucres et thes. 

Vn tableau comparatif ci-apr^s des principaux produits d'exportation fait voir la difference entre i864et 1865. 



Denomination dbs Produits. 



Th^, 

Sucres, 

Nankins, , 

Papier, ire et 2de qual 

Medecines , 

Fers, , 

Tabac pr^par6, 

VenniceUi , 

Or en feuilles (Gold Leaf) Pieces. 



1864. 



Peculs, 
53,632 
128,677 

2,454 
22,249 

1,959 
6;257 
3,264 
2,929 

51,495 



1865. 



Augmenta- 
tion. 



Pecxds. 

43,742 

51,317 

2,016 

24,808- 

1,609 

3,561 

2,861 
16,523. 



PecuU, 



2,859 



Diminu- 
tion. 



PecuU. 
9,890 

77,350 
438 

350 
2,696 

517 

58 

35,175 



IV.— RE-EXPORTATIONS. 

Produits Etrangers r^-export^s dans les ports 6trangei*s $ 70,663 

Id. ports Chinois, „ 1,100,355 

Produits Indigenes id., „ 28,279 

„ „ ports etrangers, -.,. „ 17,839 

Ensemble $ 1,225,636 

EUes^taient en 1864, „ 774,877 

Ce qui fait $ 450,759 — d^ augmentation en 

[faveur de 1865. 

V. -ESTIMATION DlT TRAFIC. 

En additionnant la valeur des Importations, Exportations et Re-exportations, on arrive k un total de 
$ 16,899,718, qui represente pour I'ann^e' 1865 la valeur g^n^rale du Trafic k Amoy. 

EUe etait pour I'ann^e 1864 de $ 13,968,313, ce qui constitue en faveur de 1865 une augmentation de 
$ 2,931,403. 

VI.-DROITS PERCUS. 

Le total g^n^ral des droits perils en 1865 est Th 471,978*2.9.6 

II etait en 1864, „ 474,909.4.0.4 

— presentant la somme de Th 2,931.0.05 de diminution sur Tanneo 1864. 

Cette diminution insignifiante peut ^tre attribu^ specialement aux circomtances locales qui ont retard^ 
Pexportation des thcs a r6tranger. Une quantite assez considerable de la demi^re recolte, contrairement k ce qui 
se pratiquait les ann(^es precMentes, ne s'expedie que dans cette saison. 

L'importiition considerable du riz et autres denre'es alimentaires qui ne paient pas de droits^ tout en consti- 
tuant en realite Textention du trafic, explique au surplus suffisanunent la cause de la diminution ivh» peu importante 
dans les revenus de cet etablissement. Elle peut en mSme temps justifier I'assertion que si le pays environnant 
n*avait pas, par suite des troubles anarchiques, eprouve de disette, Pargent mis k I'achat des produits de premiere n^cessit^ 
aurait pu etre employd k d'autres transactions commerciales soumises aux droits, et les sommes re^es de ce fait 
aiu»ient pr^aente une augmentation et non une diminution en 1865 sur 1864. 

VII.-OBSERVATIONS ET FAITS. 

II peut ne pas^tre sans int^et de rcmarquer que la valeur des importation^ en eil dediiisant Topium des 
produits Strangers, et la valeur des Importations et Exportations des produits indig^ncr (native) ne presente pas 
de difference tres notabU. II est ^galeinent k observer que dans le port d'Amoy, les marchands chinois font dans une 
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grande tnesure Ics affaires par eux-memes, sans mterm^oire des commjer^ants gtmn^iiers. lis appr^cUnt sans doute 
chaquc jour dc plus Pavaiitage des uavircs Europeens sur leur propres jonquei, jnais ils apprenneiit en m&ine temp« 
k se passer de raiisisUuice des etningers. Aussi il est k consttiter que, malgrd I'extention manifeste du trade, la 
communaut^ coniiner^iuite europccnc non seulement n'augmcnte pas, mais tend in6ine k diminuer. En eflfet, Tannte 
demicre les deux j)lus iniportantes luaisons de commerce en Chine ont supprimc leura agenccs sp^cialeB k Anioy. 

La somme minim e de 7?i 59.4.2.5 des Droits de Transit qui ne fi^rure pas dans les Relev^ des Droits per^s 
en 1865, prcscnte une indication suflisante que les transactions conmierciivles se font g^ntralement par deschino!^ 

II so pout que la facilitc que leur oflre I'adminibtration des Douanes en ce port de n'avoir k presenter qu^en 
chinois, sans etre truduites en anglais, des dcmandes de pennis d'embarquement et de debarquement de leur marchandises 
contribuc en une certaine mcsure au mouvement de,s aflaires, en opargnant aux indigenes les embarras, perte de temps, 
et peut-etro aussi la connnLssion qu'ils auraient k payer aux traducteurs. 

L'administration du reste, Monsieur rLisi)ecteur, entrant dans Pesprit de vos instructions, offre au commeroe 
toutes les facilitos compatibles avec les intcrets du j;ouvememeut Chinois. 

L'anncc dcmiore, im phare a ote elev6 sur ime des ileu aux frais de TEtaJjlissement qui «d supporte ^le- 
nient ceux do surveillance et eutreticu. Cette mesfure, tr^ nC'Ccasaire, vu la situation topografique 4u port a ^to re^e 
avec satisfaction par sa comnninaute commer^ante. 

Panni ses besoins actuols, je jmis vous signaler, Monsieur I'Inspecteur, Tutilito qu'il y aurait k corstruire dans 
ce port un <j[iuii avec dcbarcadire pour arrimnge des BateaAix k Vapeur en meme temps que d'un hangard abri pour 
chargement et dechargement de leurs marchandises. Le nombre de 265 Steamers qui ont visite Amoy Pannee der- 
ni6re, justifierait les depenses qui en rosulteraient, depenses dont une partie je petise serait acceptco par les propridtaires 
de ceux ([ui font regulierement le trajct entre Hongkong, Swatow, Amoy et Foutcheou. 

VIIL-^CONCLUSION. 

En dcfinitif, Monsieiu: Plnspecteur, la campagne conmierciale de Tannde demifere du port d'Amoy, consi- 
dc'rant surtout les cii'comstanc^js deplorablcs 6u il se trouvait k la fin de 1864 et au commenoement de 1865, et que 
j'ai eu I'honneur de vous signaler au debut de mon rapport, pent etre envisagee comme satisfaisante et se resume ainsi: 

Importations: Piastres Mcxicainos, 12,974,724.9.7, 6quivalant k 4s. 6d p. $1 a Liv. sterl. 2,919,318.2.4. 

Ex2)ortatiom: Piastres Mexicaines, 2,699,358— a Liv. sterl, 607,355.1.1. Jlnsemble, $ 15,674,082, equivalant 
jC 3jS 26,668.3.5, ou Francs 88,166,700 (25 frcs. une Liv. stcrl.) 

Droits Fercvs: Haequan Taels 47 1,978.2.9.6.= Liv. sterl. 162,242.= Francs, 4,056,050. 

Ces rtsiUtats continuent la marche progressive du commerce des quatre aDn6es preccdentes, k commencer 
de 1862, la premiere de Pinstallation k Amoy de radministration des douanes sous la direction de Plnspectorat Europ^n. 

Duignez agr.er, je vous prie, Monsieuf Pluspecteuj Gen6ral, Pexpression de ma consideration la plus distingu^. 



Le DirecteuTy 

a KLECZKOWSKI, 
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JiEPOET ON THE TRADE AT THE PORT OF 

CHINKIANG, 

FQR THE YEAR 1864. 



OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 

CHINKIANG, 30Tn April, 1.865. 

SIR,— Greivt oxpectations had bce^ formed that the trade of this port woiUd derive a considerable impetus 
from the capture of Nankin in the suuinier of 1 864, and vjirious efforts have been made to foster and develop this ten- 
dency, as well on the part of Foreign Merchants iutere-^ted ii^ the port, who have proposed the erection of a Wharf for 
Steamers to discharge alongside, — a scheme which, although rejected for the present by the Land-rentexs, will ultimately 
have to be adopted n^k a public necesj^ity, as by the Chinese Goveniment, who have been engaged in deepening the 
outlet of the Impei:ial Canal adjoining the Foreign Settlemei^t, so as to afford direct communication with Soochow from 
the Yang-tze River.. 

Some distnist seems to prevail amongst those of the Land-ov/ners resident at Shanghai, but far from being 
shared in by their representatives here, as to whether the trade to be derived from the execution qf these and similar 
public works, would enhance the value of their property in anything like a fair proportion to the outlay incurred in 
building a public jetty for steamer^. But surely all the considerations that induced them to purchase land so extensively 
three years ago, cannot have become so reversed in application, as to cause them to desist from all efforts to preserve, 
their property, and to reject such a proposal as the erection of a ^tcam wharf so calculated to render it generally remun- 
erative. 

The trade at this port is far from being so insignificant as is generally supposed. With an Import trade of from 
one to two thousand chests of Opiijm annually, and Hankow produce arriving to the extent of neiirly Peculs ioo,oco. 
deadweight during the year, foreign property here ought to be valuable; but from the very circumstance of nearly all 
the land along the river frontage, and a grefit portion of the ruined but once populous suburbs of the City, lining the 
banks of the Imperial Canal adjoining tlie settlement, being the property of Foreigners, instead of instilling a vitality 
to the place, seems to cripple and hamper its development, owing to their not taking iiny steps to render the settlement 
available, for landing and storing goods, and thereby attracting the native dealers to the place. 

There is as yet no great demand for Foreign Goods, with the exception of the Opium above mentioned; but 
from th^ situation of Chiukiang at the intersection of the Imperial Canal on the riglit bank of the Yang-tze River, with 
the northern branch of the Camd on the opposite shore conmmnicating with the wealthy districts to the novth of the 
dty of Yang-cho^, and commanding the internal trade of several provinces, this port must be considered to possess 
many natural advaijtages. The other articles imported from Shanghai are limited to 2,000 i)eculs of Sandalwood, about 
8,QOO peculs of Swatow and Manila Sugar, and in Piece Goods to 3,000 pieces of Grey and White Shirtings. 

The trade in Hankow produce supplies the steamers with considerable freight, as tliey often discharge from 
two to three thousand packages each trip, of Oil, Tallow, and Tobacco. 

The exports of Copper Cash to the upper River ports, amounting to 1 13,000 peculs, also contribute largely to 
the steamer traffic on the River, where it is used in the purchase of Teas. 



To Robert Hart, Esq., 

Inspector General of C-ustoms, 
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During the year now under review, ahuikr large quantities of Oil, Tallow and Pajwr were imported froiu 
Hankow as in the previous year, but these quantities have been greatly exceeded during tlie four months of the year 
1865 already elapsed, shewing ^n plasticity that has only dccliu*ed itself ^ince the close of last year. The following 
being the principal items: — 





YilAR 1863. Year 1864. 


1865 
to April ^oth. 


Wood Oil, , Peciih 

Tallow, Vegetable, „ 

HeittP, ,» 

Leaf Tobacco, „ 


29,301 

9,875 

545 

4.834 

3,552 

lo,794 


26,323 

10,043 

8,641 

6,028 

5,860 

U,735 


58,855 
8,429 
6.062 
2,261 
1,105 
1,369 


Prepar^ Tobacco, ,^ 

Paper," Inferior, „ 



In Foreign Goods and Sygar imported froiu. Shanghai, a siv^i^ improvement for the four months to 30th Apri\ 
^865,ia noticeable, viz: — 





Ye.\r i86> 


Year 1864. 


1865 
to Airril ^oth. 


Grey Shirtings, Fitccs 

White , 


550 
2,550 

(XX) 

400 


2,050 
863 
1,716 
2,536 
3,588 
I.,969 


3,478 
2,647 
1,300 
804 
3,728 
1,970 


Opium, PecuU 

gugar, Brown, (Foreign) „ 
„ „ (Native), „ 
„ White, „ „ 



Some Silk Piece Goods are exported hence to Hankow, a description of which, a kind of satinet, used to l)e- 
manufactured only at Ghinkiang, and the weavers who migrated to the Northern shore of the Yung-tze, are now returning, 
since the dispersion of the Rebels. 

A large Government Salt Depot is being constructed ; while a deep cutting, especially for Salt bouts, has l>een 
niade leading into the Imperial Canal from the Northern bank of the River, which will attRfct some additional business 
to the port. 

The Chinese authorities attach great importance to this i)laQe, and are confident that the tnide will revive 
so soon as the country population are able to reap a han'cst or two, from fields now only being brought into re-cultiva- 
tion. Canal dredging is being conducted in every direction, and one is shortly to be excavated that leads to districts to 
the back of Nankin, whence tea is obtainable. 

These inland Canals are said to be a groat saving in getting suj)plies conveyed up the country^ t^ the current' 
in the main river is too strong in summer for ordinary boats. 

I have the honor, Sir, to remain, 



Your obedient Servant, 



CHARLES A. LORDj 

Acting CojnmUsiomr qfCustomss, 
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